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TOUR NOTES FOR THE USE OF MEMBERS 

V 



ITINERARY 
 

Saturday 27
th
 September 

(Coffee at Kardosie 09.00 hrs) 

 

Sandfontein 
 

Brandenburg 

 
Modderfontein (Leipoldtville) 

(Picnic Lunch) 

 

Uitkoms 

 

Overnight in Clanwilliam  
(Dinner 20.00 hrs at the Clanwilliam Hotel) 

 

Sunday 28
th
 September 

(Breakfast at the Clanwilliam Hotel 08.30hrs) 

 

Procession Shelter  
 

Warmhoek 

 
Cedarville 

 

Living Landscape Project/Clanwilliam Art Centre 
(Picnic Lunch) 

 

Return to Cape Town via Kardosie 
(Arrive 18.30 hrs) 

 

 

 
Painting on front page “A View of the Long Valley” from Paterson‟s Cape Travels.  

Paterson probably passed here three times in 1779. The viewpoint where the artist sat (to 

the east of the road between Sandfontein and Brandenburg) has been determined but the 

building no longer exists. 



MAP 

 

 
Section of 1:250 000 Map of Clanwilliam produced by The Chief Directorate, Surveys and Mapping. 

 

 



Sandfontein 

 

This is the home of Tannie Kitty Visser and we are privileged to be allowed to visit here.  

The house was built in the 1890‟s, but from its style could be 100 years older. Relatively 

narrow and with casement windows it only requires half-hipped gables to have belonged 

to the first Vissers to settle in the Sandveld. 

 

 
 

Brandenburg 

 

The first registration found for this farm is that of Joachim Koekemoer on the 26
th

 April 

1753. Seven years later the registration was transferred to Jan Abraham Meyer who later 

became his son-in-law, upon marrying Anna Catharina Koekemoer, in the church at 

Tulbach. Meyer also had many other farms in the Bokkeveld and it is unlikely that he 

lived at Brandenburg. Farmers from around the Piketberg used the Sandveld mostly as 

grazing land in the winter months. 

Meyer died two years after his marriage and his widow (who had already buried one 

husband prior to Meyer), promptly married Joachim Johan Lodewyk Wernich who also 

farmed in the area. Wernich lived until 1777 and Anna Maria Koekemoer who by this 

time was a wealthy woman returned to the Cape and married a Mr. von Kamps (after 

whom Camps Bay is named). After the marriage von Kamps promptly left for Holland 

leaving his wife behind.  

 

In 1831 the farm was given in perpetual quit rent to Johannes Engelbrecht who in 1796 

had married Anna Geertruyda van Zyl (daughter of Hendrik van Zyl and Geertruy Smit at 

Modderfontein). Johannes died in 1840 leaving Brandenburg to his son Jesaias Johannes 

and his daughter Anna Geertruyda who was married to Johannes Hendrik Visser. 

 



The diagram of the farm indicates that it had a weak permanent spring and probably 

because of this had to be allowed to be used as an outspan for wagons coming or going to 

Namakqualand 

 

There are the remains of two old dwellings 

at Brandenburg. Both T plan and one 

seeming to be very old.  

 

The lower house has the typical Sandveld 

half-hipped gables, an asymmetric facade 

with casement windows and a later 

extension to the left.  

 

It is unusual in that the kitchen is at one end 

of the front range of rooms (rather than in 

the tail) perhaps indicating that it was 

originally a two roomed house later 

converted into a T plan.  

 

The interior features heavy squared timber 

beams and a reed ceiling.  

 

The other house also has some casement 

windows but also features late Victorian 

sash windows. 

 

   

 

 
 

 



Modderfontein (Leipoldtville) 

 

There are many records of loan farms called Modderfontein listed as being behind the 

Piketberg. The earliest found is to Jurgen Hanekom in February 1730. Laura Mitchell in 

her doctoral dissertation mentions that Hanekom was registered here since 1725 and in 

1747 occupation was taken over by Pieter Lourens Stokvliet. Records found in the Cape 

Archives state that a Pieter Lowet was granted Modderfontein in 1747. So one can 

perhaps assume that Stokvliet and Lowet are the same person and the names have been 

either written or copied incorrectly 

Later records say that the farm was vacated by Lowet and granted to Jan Abraham Meyer 

in 1763 (the same as mentioned in connection with Brandenburg) and afterwards to his 

son Gerrit Hendrik Meyer. Again according to Mitchell, Gerrit‟s widow vacated the farm 

in 1776 and it was not registered again until 1782 when Hendrik van Zyl took occupation 

for the next 5 years. Hendrik van Zyl was married to his cousin Willem‟s widow 

Geertruy Smit.  

No more loan farm records have been found but we do know that Erasmus Johannes van 

Zyl‟s widow Johanna Engelbrecht was granted the farm of 9566 morgen in perpetual 

quit-rent in 1831. Erasmus Johannes was the son of Willem van Zyl and Geertruy Smit 

and also the grandson of Pieter van Zyl the genial host who resided at the drift across the 

Oliphants River near where Klawer is today. 

 

The farm remained in the van Zyl family until 1903 when a portion of 1 morgen was 

transferred to the Dutch Reform Church of Clanwilliam. In 1905 a further 4 morgen were 

transferred to the Church and 1 morgen to Ernest Hendrik Nieuwoudt Smit. The balance 

of the farm was divided between some of the grandchildren of Erasmus Johannes van 

Zyl.   

 

Hans Fransen in The Old Buildings of the Cape states, “The old homestead of the farm 

forms the nucleus of the village. It is a perfect example of the unadorned T-shaped 

homestead that is as typical of the northern outlying districts as the 6 gabled house is of 

the Stellenbosch-Paarl area. It consists of a voorhuis that is longer than the depth of the 

front wing; it extends into the kitchen wing, and is flanked by a large bedroom on either 

side. The kitchen with a full width hearth lies behind it. The house has clay walls and 

floors; its original ceiling beams, but no ceiling boards; and two plain wall cupboards. 

The windows in front are placed symmetrically: 2 single casements on either side of the 

front door (double casements are very rare in these districts). The door is halved; its 

transom lines up with the top of the windows. The roof has half-hipped ends. The house 

probably dates from around 1810 and was built by Erasmus Johannes van Zyl.” 

This house is in the process of being altered. 

Fransen continues describing the house on the other side of the road probably dating from 

1815 or slightly later “ It is TT shaped; one of the back wings has a straight end gable, the 

other is half-hipped. The front has a centre gable and two end gables, all modern. This 

house, like its neighbour, has single casement windows.” 

This is now a guesthouse - Leipoldt‟s Country Retreat. 

 



It would appear that in the 23 years since Hans Fransen wrote the above considerable 

changes have been made. 

 

The photograph shown below is by Willem Malherbe and shows the Modderfontein 

homestead at the far left with the later house in the centre. 

 

The present village of Leipoldtville was named after the Reverend C.F. Leipoldt, Dutch 

Reformed Minister of Clanwilliam from 1884 to 1910 and father of the Afrikaans poet C. 

Louis Leipoldt. The Dutch Reformed Church in Leipoldtville dates from 1905. 

 

 
 

 

 

Uitkoms 

 

A few kilometres south of the Clanwilliam – Lambert Bay road lies Uitkoms. This is a 

large irregularly shaped farm complex, most of which is in ruins. It is situated at the 

western end of an old pass over the mountains.  

The first Piekenierskloof Pass only ascended the mountain range from the west i.e. it did 

not descend towards present day Citrusdal. Instead the route continued in a northerly 

direction, initially along the way we travelled today and then down the valley of the 

Jakkals River. This is the valley to the east of Uitkoms. The route to the north perhaps 

went over this old pass, although no records of this have been found. The route to the 

Bokkeveld, Hantam and Roggeveld went from the Jakkals River to the farm Zeekoei 

Vallij, through the drift in the Olifants River and over the Nardouws Kloof 

 



Procession Shelter – by Tim Maggs 

 

The Olifants River valley is one of the richest areas in South Africa when it comes to 

Stone Age rock art and, since South Africa can lay claim to be among the best-endowed 

regions for hunter-gatherer art in the world, you can expect to find more in the way of 

painted rock shelters for your day‟s exploration here than almost anywhere else. The 

immediate environs of Clanwilliam are no exception. The Living Landscape Project, 

initiated by John Parkington, provides a guided trail with its own guidebook to several 

sites close to town. We are visiting one of these sites, Procession Shelter, on the Jan 

Dissels River. The site is named after the long procession of essentially male figures, 

walking from left to right on the rock face, many of them clad in yellow karosses and 

bearing the typical hunter‟s kit of bow, quiver and bag. They also reflect the 

characteristic Western Cape “hook head” style of depicting the human form, where the 

hair-line and neck is shown in red while the face is in a lighter colour (in this case 

yellow). Fine-line paintings somewhat similar to these have been dated as far back as 

around three and a half thousand years (at a site near Lamberts Bay) and some authorities 

consider that the fine-line style may have come to an end as long as two thousand years 

ago. 

 

What can we make of this procession? Male figures predominate in the art and they 

frequently occur in rows like this, carrying the regulation male hunting kit, but very 

seldom is there anything that can be interpreted as an actual hunting scene. This is a 

particularly detailed and well-preserved example of such a “procession”. Note for 

example the first two figures on the left - the first unclad and with strange facial 

appendage, with bow in hand, the string facing forward - the second in bichrome red and 

yellow, both with clear details of hunting kit. A close look along the whole line of the 

procession is worthwhile.  

 

In recent years researchers have come to realize that there is far more in the way of 

encoded meaning in this Stone Age art than at first meets the eye. The images and 

compositions reflect symbols and metaphors, which would have been understood by 

individuals in the communities from which the artists came. This understanding is not 

available to us today simply by studying the art itself. To gain greater insights we need to 

examine the culture and beliefs of the last San hunter-gatherers. We will never have all 

the answers but if you would like to explore further ideas about the procession, and other 

paintings in the neighbourhood, have a look at John Parkington‟s excellent guidebook 

“The Mantis, the Eland and the Hunter”. 

 

.  

Warmhoek – by Yvonne Viljoen 

 

The ruined homestead now known as Warmhoek, was situated on the farm Platberg 

(Clanwilliam District 519) and was probably part of a larger farm of the same name. It is 

located about ten kilometres from Clanwilliam on dirt road. It was a loan farm and 

appears to have been leased by Mr Benjamin Foster since 1873. It was sold in 1887 to D 

J A Van Zyl who was the Clanwilliam Representative in the Cape Parliament [1888-



1907] and also the owner of the Augsburg Farm. Subsequently, there were two further 

owners the second of which sold the land to the Government and it remains the property 

of the Augsburg Agricultural College.    

 

It lies on a rather narrow strip of land alongside the Jan Dissels River and used to also 

receive water from the Taaiboschkraal River before that river was canalised and dammed 

as a water source for the Augsburg Agricultural College. It was estimated that Platberg 

could carry 300 sheep or goats and 50 cattle and had up to 20 acres of arable land but no 

timber. 

 

The University of Cape Town Archaeology Department is excavating the ruin. The site 

forms part of the Clanwilliam Living Landscape Project. It is being integrated into a 

tourist route together with a rock art site, Procession Shelter, and a Late Stone Age 

occupation site on the opposite bank of the Jan Dissels River near the weir from which 

the irrigation canal leads water to the gardens and fields of Clanwilliam. 

 

U.C.T. is conducting archival research and oral history. While the builder of the 

Warmhoek homestead remains unknown, it has been observed that it must have been a 

person of some means as the homestead is relatively substantial. It appears that 

Warmhoek was occupied between 1915 and the mid-1930‟s and that it was owned by the 

Truter family in the early 20
th

 century. A daughter of this family married a Jacobus Van 

Dyk and the couple lived at Warmhoek. Four children were born to this couple between 

1919 and 1929.     Jacobus van Dyk had at least one sister, Lily [married surname, Louw] 

who is referred to in Kannemeyer‟s biography of C. Louis Leipoldt as being an 

acquaintance of Leipoldt. It is therefore possible that Leipoldt was also acquainted with 

Jacobus van Dyk and the Truters of Warmhoek.     

 

Two interviewees inform that Mrs Jacobus Van Dyk [nee Truter] left her husband and ran 

away to the Transvaal with an Indian shopkeeper in the early 1930‟s.    Thereafter, Van 

Dyk remarried.   One of the children of this second marriage, Stella [m. Simon] was born 

in 1935 and declares that neither she nor her siblings had ever visited Warmhoek.    She 

refers to an elderly aunt, Annie, who may be a sister of Jacobus Van Dyk, who presently 

lives in Citrusdal, who may have visited the place.     According to Mr Chippendale of the 

Clanwilliam Museum, the Warmhoek homestead was already a ruin in the 1950‟s. 

 

The stone buildings include a farmhouse, which had a lean-to shed [afdak] at the back of 

the house.    Separate unidentified foundations lie close by and there is also a kraal and 

threshing floor.   To the north, there is a separate stable and a possible lamb shelter.     

Some unidentified foundations are visible on a path that leads to a shelter less than a 

kilometre away, which has colonial rock art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Artefacts may still be found on the 

surfaces surrounding the homestead and 

a household dump has been located in 

rocky crevasses near to the kitchen area. 

Charcoal and bone found in this midden 

are being analysed to determine sources 

of wood and meat.    Corrugated iron 

and large food tins converted to 

„buckets‟ by adding a wire handle are 

scattered in a shelter under a nearby 

rocky overhang. Other artefacts include 

corroded miscellaneous iron and 

horseshoes, glass vessels, window glass, 

medicine bottles and an Australian coin 

[pre-1915].  Household ceramics 

include miscellaneous tableware [plates, 

etc] and remnants of a matched tea set 

[plates, cups, saucers]. Graphite pencils 

of the kind used to write on slates 

indicate the presence of children and 

schooling activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cedarville 

 

Cedarville is the name of the township adjacent to Clanwilliam. We were told during our 

reconnaissance that Cedarville has four distinct sections running from the “old town”, 

that is closest to Clanwilliam, next the “Kerriekamp”, so called because of the colour of 

all the houses, further up the hill is the “RDP housing” followed by a “squatter area”. 

Of interest to us is the old town. Although many of the original houses have been 

demolished or altered so much that any old structure is unrecognisable there are a few 

truly vernacular dwellings still in existence. Some of these are kept in excellent 

condition, others not so. One house built only fifty years ago has a thatched roof 

supported by a traditional timber structure and constructed in this way we are told 

because of its practical nature, cool in summer and warm in the winter.  



End Note 

 

During the reconnaissance for this trip we took along with us the Standard Works for 

Vernacular Architecture enthusiasts, namely, The Old Buildings of the Cape by Fransen 

and Cook, The Cape House and its Interior by Obholzer, Baraitser and Malherbe and Our 

Threatened Heritage by Andre Pretorius. Sad to say we could have easily stayed at home 

and looked at the photographs. Of the actual buildings there were scarcely any left. Some 

had completely disappeared to the extent that the site was now cultivated, others had 

disintegrated to almost nothing. The following four photographs taken over the past forty 

years illustrates the escalating deterioration of the farmhouse at Compagniesdrift . 

 

 

 
Hans Fransen 1964 

 

 
Andre Pretorius 1982 

 



 
Andre Pretorius 1991 

 
Nigel Amschwand 2003 

 

If it had not been for the blue-gum tree we would not have recognized the building.  
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