
INTRODUCTION

Willem Adriaan van der Stel can rightly be called the father of stock farming.
Through his interest in cattle-farming, the number of cattle-farmers in the
interior increased and particularly after 1700, when he began granting land to
cattle-farmers in Het Land van Waveren, (Tulbagh region).

The cattle-farmer trekked deeper into the interior mainly for the following
reasons: The increasing numbers of cattle-farmers, as cattle-farming proved
more lucrative than crop-farming; large families; the system of land tenure - the
quitrent grant system - under which the sub-division of farms was prohibited;
the stock-farmers were aggrieved with the V.O.C. regime which was
experienced as being corrupt, functioning on bribery and taxation; there were
also no significant natural barriers, particularly once over the coastal mountain
ranges, making advances into the interior relatively easy.

Of the three major directions followed by the trek-boers, two are of particular
significance to us. The first was over the current Sir Lowry Pass, along the
Rivier-Zonder-End to where this river joins the Breederivier. The second
direction was through the Rhoodesands - or Nrnuekloof and along the
Breederivier to its confluence with the Rivier-Zonder-End. Here the two trek-
thrusts converged and continued eastwards.

What was the attitude of the V.O.C. towards this expansionism? After W.A.
van der Stel's recall in 1708, the V.O.C. tookmeasures to restrain the advance,
firstly by proclaiming boundaries. Settlers beyond such boundaries were
ordered to return. So it was, that Groot-Brakrivier was proclaimed the eastern
boundary in 1745. A second measure applied by the V.O.C. was to proclaim
new districts, resulting in the establishment of the third large district in the Cape
- Swellendam in 1745.

Bonnievale is part of the district of Swellendam. However, prior to the
establishment of Swellendam in 1745, quitrent grants had already been made to
stock-farmers in the area now called Bonnievale.
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DESCRIPTION

Myrtle Rigg Church

Christopher Forrest Rigg, Justice of the Peace, the founder of Bonnievale in the
Westem Cape, was only two years old u'hen he and his parents left England by sailing
ship and come out to South Africa. The voyage lasted three months.
At a fairly young age he began prospecting for gold at Barberton, but he was one of
the unlucky ones. Instead, he turned his attention to land.
After his maniage he and his wife Lillian lived for a number of years in the Orange
Free State, where they farmed. Over the years they lost two daughters in infancy and
eventually decided to sell up and make a new start somewhere else. Their choice was
a pretty valley in the Western Cape.
In 1901 he bought a portion of the valley. That was the start. Over a number of years
he bought up more and more land until he virtually owned the entire valley. He
renamed it Bonnievale.
Until about 1906 goat farming was the only source of income in the area. Then for
the next few years ostrich farming flourished. When the ostrich feather market
collapsed, many sold up and moved away.
Later the Riggs' were blessed with another baby daughter, Mary Myrtle. Having
already lost two children, Myrtle was virtually worshipped by her parents. She was a
most unusual child and everybody loved her. She had an almost adult concern for
those in need.
Then tragedy struck. Myrtle took ill with meningitis. She knew she was going to die,
but still her concern was for others. It was her wish that, in her memory, her father
built a church in Bonnievale for the English-speaking community of the town.
Myrtle died three months before her eighth birthday. Christopher Rigg honoured the
death wish of his little daughter and work began on the church. It took a number of
years to complete as only the best materials were used. Stones from the hills
surrounding Bonnievale were used for the building, the carved door was imported



from Zanzibar and the marble used for the floor was imported from ltaly. The
building became functional as a place of worship in 1921.
The interior of the church is inherently solemn. Over the door leading from the porch
into the church is a mural of Myrtle, bearing the inscription "A little child shall lead
them".
Before her illness it had always been Myrtle's greatest delight to go to church. She
preferred it even to playing with her friends. It was not surprising then that her final
resting place was the small family burial enclosure alongside the site eventually
chosen for the church building. A tombstone, supporting a statue of a small child,
stands guard over the spot.
Christopher Rigg had a nephew, Rev. Arthur Rigg, who was military chaplain to the
English army in India. He settled in South Africa in 1938. At the death of both
Christopher and Lilian Rigg, their house was left to their clergyman relative. The
only condition to this inheritance was that he conducts regular services at the church.
It was envisaged that the house would become an old age home for retired clergymen
after Rev. Rigg's death.

The English-speaking community was very small and Rev. Rigg's wife found life in
Bonnievale too lonely. Before they moved out the property was handed over to the
Swellendam parish. But, due to insufficient funds, it was not possible to maintain the
building for the purpose for which it was intended. It was, of necessity, sold by the
church.
The number of English-speaking families dwindled over the years and eventually the
Myrtle Rigg Memorial Church was no longer used. It became derelict and a target for
vandals.
The Bonnievale Municipality acquired the property in 1977 for a nominal fee, on a
99-yeat lease. The following year they took a decision to restore it and work began
almost at once. Early in November 1978 it was officially re-opened by the Mayor of
the town.
The church is no longer used as a place of worship, but functions as a Museum. On
rare occasions, however, with special permission, wedding vows can still be heard
within its walls.
Everywhere in Bonnievale there are reminders of the Rigg family. The Mynle Rigg
Memorial Church is possibly the most important. Then there is the area of the town
known as Riggton, and the streets named Forrest and Rigg.
The Riggs cannot and will not be forgotten.

Bonnieval 
" 

"t 
SETTLER voLUME 62 Nol JAN/FEB 1989

We refer to this entire valley, excluding the farms already mentioned, as Bonnievale.
This is incorrect. The portion of the valley between the railway station and Matthee's
shop, is Riggton. The rest is Bonnievale. Both were portions of the farm
Boesmansdrift.

The original owner was Mr Frikkie vanZyl, son of Groenteboer vanZijl. He did not
live here, but lived on Boesmansrivier. His son Hendrik, father of Mr Baas van Zijl,
first cultivated in 1893 and also made the first attempt in Bonnievale to inigate from
the Breederivier. He later also used a bakkiespomp to inigate the land. Mr Hendrik
vanZijl's house is the house of Mr Anderson - then a two-roomed dwellins.



Mr Dieterlie, a German, bought the farm from Mr Hendrick van Zljl for f2 000 in

1897. He and Mr de Wet, who at this stage owned the portion later to be referred to

as Riggton, immediately commenced with the building of a canal. Mr Dieterlie was

an imlatienr man. He irad originally bought the cultivated land with the intention of

planting sugar-beet and potitoes and to this end imported expensive farming

implements. When the undertaking failed, his bondholder, Mr Forrest of Rosebank

took over the land.

Mssrs Forrest and De Wet completed the canal and in 1900 the water reached

Bonnievale. At the Olifantspad cliffs, the water had to be fed through wooden ducts

which partly rested on poles and partly was suspended by thick cables'

Unfortunately, these ducts were more often out of commission than in use.

In 1900, Mr Rigg purchased Mr Forrest's section, which he named Bonnievale. Mr

Rigg and Mr E de Wet then became partners until Mr de Wet's death in 1902.

However, with the assistance of the executors, the De Wet brothers, Mr Rigg took up

the enormous challenge and blasted a700 foot tunnel through the cliffs of Olifantspad

and replaced all wooden ducts with excavations. Consequently, from 1906, the canal

was a success except for the dry summer months when the Breederivier s water also

gave out. In the same year, Mr Rigg purchased the other portion from the De Wet

brothers for f10 000 and named it Rigglon. In 1910, the Zanddrift Inigation Board

took over the administration of the canal from Mr Rigg and with a government loan,

increased the capacity of the canal. In 1923 the Brandvlei Dam was built and thus

Bonnievale became assured of a dependable water supply.

The oldest house in Bonnievale (not Riggton), is the house currently inhabited by the

Van Greunen brothers to the left of where the cement road ends on the banks of the

canal. Prior to this, the house was used by a stock-rider.

The second oldest house is the one c',rrently occupied by Mr Anderson. The house,

originally a two-roomed dwelling was inhabited by Mr Hendrik van Zijl and after

that, a Mr van Wyk. Messrs Dieterlie, Rigg, Piet Meiring and Smith also used the

house. The latter sold it to the Roman Catholics who were responsible for alterations

now evident.

THE KASARM

The third oldest house in Bonnievale, is the current kasarm (a row of simple houses or

a large rambling house), where settlers could rent temporary accommodation. The

building is somewhat altered by additions.



The fourth oldest house is the one cuffently inhabited by Mr Moon. Mr Lourens, Mr
Rigg's agent, originally occupied it. He would conduct Mr Rigg's business in the
region of Ladismith, Calitzdorp and Oudtshoorn. Between 1906 and 1912, people
farmed almost exclusively with Ostriches here and until the collapse of the market in
1914. Mr Lourens painted very rosy pictures of the prospects for this type of farming
in this valley, thus attracting many settlers from the areas mentioned.

In 1906, the first school was established in the kasarm with Dominee P A
Weidemann, the current incumbent of Upington. as teacher with a salary of f48 per
annurn. He commenced with 33 pupils. This ,A.3 school grew to 68 pupils in 1920.
In 1931, it advanced to include a secondary school and in 1939 became a high school.
currently with 15 staff.

The residents belonged to the Parish of Robertson under the pastoral care of Dominee
McGregor, who held services in a house, which stood, where Daan le Roux's (senior)
house now stands. The Reverend van Zijl of Robertson also assisted Dominee
McGregor to minister to the spiritual needs of approximately 30 souls.

In the kasarm school, Dominee Weideman, (then teacher). would also conduct
services. Later from about 1912 to 7922, sewices were held in the town managemenr
offices sometimes presided over by Dr Wouter de Vos Malan (then teacher in
Robertson).

FREE TMNSLATION FROM BONNIET.ALE TOT VANDAG 1922.] 917 (D L I'AA' DEN BERG)
Riggton

Bonnievale and Riggton together formed part of the farm Boesmansdrift that was
originally the property of a certain Mr Morkel of Stellenbosch. It u'as his stock-farm.
In 1873, it became the property of B.I.C. Steyn and in 1897 Mr E de Wet of Zandvliet
purchased the ample 1 500 morgen for f 1 100. In 1906, after the development of the
canal, Mr Rigg bought this portion for f 10 000 and called it Riggton.

Mr Rigg himself farmed this section with lucern and ostrich for a time and erected the
first cheese factory in the region. After 1918 he sold much of the land to demobilised
British servicemen e.g. Major Fuller, Powrie, Wilhelm etc.

The first railway through this area was opened in 1898 by the N.C.C.R. but without a
station for Riggton and Bonnievale. In 1902 a siding named Vale was commissioned,
which mainly handled dung. In 1917 itbecame Bonnievale Railway Station and
today it is a grade three railway station. rn 1937 it handled 11 000 tonnes.
The oldest house in fuggton is a house, which stood across the road on the right from
Mr Daan le Roux's (senior) house. It was occupied by the stock-rider of Mr B.I.C.
Steyn and after Mr Ernst de Wet bought the ground, a certain Mr Jan Roux occupied
it. After 1906, when it became clear that the canal was a success, more houses were
built in this part.
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Boesmansdrift
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Boesmansdrrft *as originally one of the largest farms in the region and comprised the
culrent farms Alfalfa a portion of Nordale, the farm of Daan le Roux, the farm of Mr
van der Westhuizen, Edendale, Corona, Boesmansdrift and Jakkalshoek. The owner
of a portion of this extended farm was a certain Mr Morkel of Stellenbosch. He was a
very notable stock-farmer. Mr Morkel's foreman was the ancestor of the Beukmans.
He still made use of slave labour.

The disintegration of the farm occurred after Mr Morkel sold it. One of the first
owners after Mr Morkel was a certain Mr Koos le Roux. He was a strange man who
had no confidence in banks and each year walked to Cape Town to pay capital and
interest from the eamings of goat-farming.

Another old occupier of a portion of this farm was Mr Piet Rossouw. His house was
the cellar of Daan le Roux. He was the man always called upon to comfort the sick.
He was also responsible for setting Mr C Beukman's leg in a splint of suikersak en
palmiet!



It is told that the dung from the kraals, close to the current cheese factory, formed
small mountains. It was the motivation used by Mr Rigg to have a train stop here to
remove the dung. Today, the Bonnievale railway station receives more manure than
most other railway stations in the Union!!
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BOESMANSDzuFT

Originally, this was one of the largest farms in the district. Farms such as Alfalfa,
Nordale, Edendale, Corona and Jakkalshoek, was all originally part of this farm. The
owner was a cattle farmer, Morkel from the Stellenbosch district. His farm manager
was Christoffel Beukman, the grandson of the Beukman progenitor. Morkel
eventually sold the farm in five portions.

The village of Bonnievale has been established on two portions, which had been
purchased by Frikkie vanZijl and Bemard Steyn. Christoffel Beukman purchased the
actual Bosjesmansdrift (homestead portion).

FREE TRANSLATION FROM INFORMATION RECEIT'ED FROM THE DROSTDY MUSEUM
The Beukman History

In 1740 Christoffel Bockmann arrived at the Cape from Quakenbruck, Westphalia.
After he left the service of the VOC he ran the postal coach service on the old '

Kaapse Wapad' along the Riviersonderend to Swellendam.

FRONT OF BOESMANSDRIF PHOTO: MARCELLA BEUKMAN

He married Elizabeth Margaretha Niemand in 1756 and had six children. Later he
acquired a piece of the farm Vaandrigtsdrift where he died in 1799. His descendants
farmed on the farms Vaandrigtsdrif, Klipfontein and Podieskraal along the
fuviersonderend until the late l gth century.

Christoffel Beukman (bom 1800), a grandson of Christoffel Brickmann, married
Magdelena Margaretha van zyl in 1823. The young couple moved to
Bosjesmansdrift, now Boesmansdri-f. in the Breederiver valley. The farm of 6 746
morgen, a loan farm, was granted to a Morkel of Stellenbosch who farmed with
livestock, mostly goats. Christoffel Beukman was a shepherd on Morkel's farm until



1843. With the help of his wife, his brother and his brother's wife he built a house on

the banks of the Breederiver. His descendants are still living in the house.

In 1843 the leasehold of the farm Bosjesmanspad was granted to six farmers.

Christoffel Beukman became the leaseholder of the eastern section of I 125 morgen.

With the lapse of the leasehold in 1873 the land was granted to him in permanent

leasehold. He died in 1882 and was buried in the cemetery on the farm where his

farther, Christoffel (born 1760), who lived with his son on the farm was buried in

1 845.
Five generations of Beukmans are buried in the cemetery on the farm. The present

Beukman is the seventh generation living on the farm. 
MARCELLA BEUKMA^.

Layout of cemetery

CHRISTOFFEL BEUKMAN
3-11-1824 - 27-1-1907

MAGDELENA LYDIA
JOHANNA BEUKMAN

(GEB HILL)
22-8-1824 - 4-1 1-1901

MAGDALENA MARGARETHA
BEUKMAN (GEB VAN ZYL)

7-1 1 -1 805 - 1 7-3-1 888

ELIZABETH HENDRIKA
ROSSOUW (GEB HILL)

EDWARD JUSTUS BEUKMAN
4-9-1856 -21-6-1907

CHRISTOFFEL BEUKMAN
11-1-1800 - 17-3-1882

CHRISTOFFEL BEUKMAN
9-5-1 760 - 9-1 0-1 854

MARGARETHA JOHANNA
BEUKMAN (GEB VILJOEN)

10-6-1867 - 13-5-1894

MAGDALENA MARGARETHA
HILL (GEB BEUKMAN)
17-1-1858 -27-2-1883

MARGARETHA JOHANNA
BEUKMAN

11-2-1853 - 294-1854

ROSA HERMINA BEUKMAN
10-7-1865 - 7-3-1886

HENDRIKA PETRONELLA
BEUKMAN

31-10-1860 -27-2-1883

GIDEON JACOBUS
BEUKMAN

28-9-1862 - 9-12-1863

CHRISTOFFEL BEUKMAN
17-12-1854 - 8-11-1896

HENDRIK PETRUS
BEUKMAN 22-7-1877 - 7-1

1 878

CHARLES HENRY BEUKMAN
1-5-1875 - 14-9-1875

CATHARINA JOHANNA
BEUKMAN (GEB VAN

EEDEN)
13-7-1848 - 21-2-1926

CHRISTOFFEL BEUKMAN
29-6-1 885

MAGDALENA LYDIA
JOHANNA BEUKMAN

14-8-1882

g



In the meantime the Cape had been annexed by the British and on the 4th November

1795 ameeting of the ei-offrcials of the V.O.C. and representatives of the Burgers of

Swellendam convened a meeting at which Hermanus and all present pledged an oath

of allegiance to the British Crown. On the 14th December 1795 Hermanus re-assumes

his role as member of the Heemraad, and Faure is reinstated as Landdros. At the end

of 1796 Hermanus retired and is followed up by his brother, Johannes.

President Hermanus Steyn's son-in-law, Frederick Jacobus van Zijl, (vegetable-

grower) also died on this farm. It was in his lifetime that the name of the farm was

changed from Jan Harmansgat to "the more harmonious-sounding Nooitgedacht" - It

*as ulso in Groenteboer t period of ownership that the farm was developed to

become the largest wine-producing farm in the Cape Colony. At this time, Zanddrift

was still apartof Nooitgedacht.

Frederick Jacobus van Eeden acquired ownership of the farm in 1876. At this point,

the orange trees on the farm were already mature and yielded an annual production of

approximately 12 000 oranges. An Australian parasite plagued the orchards and

eventually he was compelled to remove all the orange trees. Frederick Jacobus van

Eeden commissioned Jim Kennedy of Robertson (father of the Kennedy's of Drew) to

utilise the wood from the orange trees to make 60 chairs for him. These were then

given as gifts of six chairs apiece to each of his ten children. One of the chairs was

donated by Jacob Douw van Eeden, son ofFrederick Jacobus, and the current owner

of a portion of Nooitgedacht, to the Drostdy at Swellendam.

In 1897, Frederick Jacobus van Eeden bequeathed Nooitgedacht to his three children.

His son Petrus inherited the homestead and after his death his portion was bequeathed

to his two sons Jacobus and Gideon.
Mr Gideon van Eeden still owns the portion on which the homestead once stood. The

remaining outbuildings may still be seen. The homestead itself was recently

demolished. The slavequarters and the wine cellars are still largely intact although the

roofs have been replaced. On this section which bordered the old homestead, is the

grave of President Hermanus Steyn.

Zanddrift was originally part of Nooitgedacht as has already been indicated. The farm

Zanddrift became the property of Gideon Petrus van Ziil, son of Groenteboer

(Frederick Jacobus) van Zijl. Subsequent owners of the farm were Jacobus Albertus

vart Zijl (Ou Master). In the Drostdy at Swellendam is a brass bell dating from the

slave period which was donated by Ou Master's daughter Vera, the wife of Jacob

Petrus Kennedy, and who still lives in the old homestead. Besides a few minor

alterations, the homestead is intact and is reckoned to be one of the oldest buildings in

the district. According to tradition, the unusually thick walls were exclusively

opgeklei by womenfolk - possibly an explanation as to why this building has

remained standing 
9#r?#Ll.ffj,i^"" B^NN,E./ALE ror ,ANDAG 1s22-1s47 (D L vAN DEN BERG)

JAN HARMANSGAT

This farm was a Quitrent Grant to Jan Harmse in 1723. There is more than one

legend attached to the origin of the rurme of the farm. According to one, a wounded

Cape Buffalo fatally injured Jan Harmse in one of the Kloofs in the area during a

hunt. Another variation tells of Jan Harmz Potgieter's drowning in a maelstrom.



'Harmz' means Harmenzoon or Harmen's son. A third, is that it was originally called
'Jan Harm's Schat' (Jan Harm's Treasure). Through colloquial usage, it was
pronounced' Janharmsgat' .

The farm came into the possession of Jakobus Botha in 1743. He erected a watermill
close to Boesmanspadrivier. In 1789, Hermanus Steyn d'Jonge became the owner of
the farm. (His brother was Johannes of Kliprivier). After his death, his brother's
nephew Frederik Jacobus van Zijl who had married Johanna Wilhelmina, became the
new owner. In his time the farm was renamed Nooitgedacht. The portion known as
Zanddrift was at this time still a part of this farm. Yan Zljl was a vegetable farmer
and acquired the nick-name of "Groenteboer Van Zijl". After his death in 1857, his
son Gideon Petrus took over. In 1876 he sold off the Nooitgedacftr portion and
retained the Zanddrift portion for himself and his successors. The grave of Hermanus
Steyn d'Jonge is on the Nooitgedacht portion today known as Mardouw.

FREE TRANSLATION FROM INFOR]vIATIOA, RECEIT'ED FROM THE DROSTDY MUSEUM

Mardouw

Frederick Jacobus van Eeeden (born 26 December 1826) began work as a shepherd
for "l sjieling en 'n emmertjie sop per dag".

He borrowed money from the Barry's of Lismore to buy his first farm Voorrechtsvlei.
When a piece of land owned by Groenteboer van Zylwas auctioned the bid fell to him
for f3800. He borrowed this money from a snooker partner, a Mr Swart from the
Reiins.

Nobody expected him to be able to repay this money, however when he put the
money (gold) on the desk of the lawyer he exclaimed "Dit hat ik nooit gedacht". Thus
was born the name Nooitgedacht. F J van Eeden farmed with ostriches, horses and
vines.

He served in parliament from 1887 till 1902 where he became known as 'Remskoen

van Eeden'. (He never agreed with decisions that had to be made.)

A new law was implemented which introduced the taxation of alcohol. Van Eeden
was so incensed by this legislation that he removed all his vineyards and replaced
them with orange groves.
He had 10 children and he commissioned the production of 6 chairs, made with
orangewood, for each child. One of these chairs can today be seen in the Drostdy
museum in Swellendam .

He left a large tract of land to his two sons, Jacob Douw and Petrus Paulus. Jacob
Douw, the youngest, divided the land into two sections and invited his brother to
make the first choice. One portion had a simple house but very fertile agricultural
land. The other section had a large homestead (flat roof house on Brin Rebsteins farm,
see photo).

Petrus Paulus had a lot of children and a difficult wife. Initially he selected the portion
with the small clay house, but after opposition from his wife, he changed his mind
after a couple ofdays.



In 1894 Jacob Douw van Eeden built the homestead which is still to be seen on the

farm. (In the early days large houses were built to accommodate large families)

Jacob Douw had one child, Frederick Jacobus, born 1891.The top portion of the house

was never really used. He left his farm to his fwo grandchildren Jacob Douw and

Maria Elizabeth. The farm's name was an amalgam of the names of these two

children.

Maria Elizabeth

Jacob Douw

Mar

Douw

)

) MARDOUW

The children's rnother Elizabeth Dorothea Castles was

the children be educated in English. They employed
children in the upper part of the Mardouw homestead.

English and she insisted that
a governess who taught the

ANENE VAN EEDEN

Boesmanspad

Close to the farm of Mr Louw Koch. on the boundary of Nooitgedacht, is an old

Bushman foot-trail. which comes over the mountain. It is still discernible and is

cunently used by farmers to herd their cattle over the mountain. Against the

mountain on the Bonnievale side is an old Bushmen camp. The Bushmen used this

thoroughfare for two purposes: namely, to conduct raids in the Breederivier Valley

and seiondly, according to legend, to provide an access route to the tin in the Rivier-

Zonder-End mountains. We know that these mountains yielded tin and that 50 years

ago, there was a tin mine at Goudini. To obtain the tin, the Bushmen followed a route

uiottg the aforementioned trail (Boesmanspafi through Boesmansdrfi arrd along the

Boesmansrivier and into the Rivier-Zonder-End Mountains in search of the tin they

apparently needed for their arrowheads.

Boesmanspad, prior to 1868, belonged to three brothers Van Eeden, who were

exclusively dedicated to the promotion of viticulture. From about 1818, Cape wines

enjoyed preference in the British market and the price of dry wine was f4 15s per

leaguer. In 1868, with the election of the first liberal government in England, this

preierential status was lost to a policy of free trade and the result was a collapse of the

price to fl 10s and in 1869, fl 50s per leaguer. The consequence of this was that the

o*n"r. of Boesmanspad, three brothers' van Eeden, and the owner of Nooitgedacht,

the other large wine farm, suffered bankruptcy. After 1868, a certain Taylor held a

large bond over the van Eeden's farm and only after five years was the farm

eventually sold in three portions to Sarel vanZljl (Mr Hans

: ANENE VAN EEDEN



Joubert's father-in-law), Mr Johannes Combrinck's father, and Mr Gideon van Zijl of
Montagu. Mr Gideon van Zijl sold his portion to Mr Doors Kriel and Mssrs Louw
Koch, Koos Matthee and Jacobus (Koopman) Coetzee currently own this portion.

Mr Combrinck bequeathed his portion to his four sons and Johannes Combrinck is the
current owner.

Mr Sarel vanZijl sold his portion to his son Ben vanZijl and his son-in-law Mr Hans
Joubert. Mr Willem Odendaal bought Ben van Zijl's portion and re-sold it to Mr
Sarel Joubert (son of Hans Joubert). Two of Mr Hans Joubert's other sons, now farm
his portion. Today their are a total of nine owners of Boesmanspad.

FREE TMNSUTION FROM BONNIEYALE TOT YANDAG I 922- I 947 (D L I/AN DEN BERG )

BOESMANSPAD

Three farms lay along the route which, according to legend, had been used by the San
(Bushmen) to reach the Riviersonderend Mountains where they extracted tin for their
arrowheads. Their footpath descended the Langeberge near the farm Windlcraal and
passed by Nooitgedacht. An earlier route passed Boesmanspad, then through
Boesmansdrft and along the Boesmansrivier. _Tr^erk,q 

A
Before 1868, Boesmanspad belonged to the three brother's van Eeden. They were
wine-farmers. During this period, wine was also produced on the farm Nooitgedacht.
When the wine prices on oversees markets collapsed, the two farms suffered
bankruptcy and a certain Taylor came to hold a mortgage bond over the farm. In
1873, one portion was sold to Sarel van Zijl and after him, his son-in-law, Hans
Joubert took over the farm. A second portion was sold to Johannes Combrink and a
third to Gideon vanzrrt orHH::fi;rT:!;r-t}";lP;*,';;t;1,[:x"Y;,yw,f#]",tr?,.

Sarahsrivier currently Stockwell

Sarahsrivier belonged to a certain Mr Eduard le Roux from 1840 until 1872. He was
responsible for the erection of the old homestead in 1858-1860.

Mr Eduard le Roux lost the farm because his children were not satisfied with
Sarahsrivier alone. They bought an adjoining farm Loopenrivier. When the children
could no longer manage, the bondholders, the Barry's acquired the farm. Mr le Roux
then relocated to Boesmanspad. His wife was so ill that she had to be carried to
Boesmanspad on a stretcher. The Barry's owned the farm for some four years and
they renamed it Stockwell. After the Barrys the farm came into possession of the five
brothers Yarl,Zrjl. They purchased the approximately 5 000 morgen for f4 000.
The brothers Van Z4l later sold approximately 600 morgen bordering on the Karpad
to Mr Edward Hill and approximately 800 morgen, Zandvliet, to Mr Gideon Malherbe
as a stock-farm. Later Mr Malherbe sold and this section was re-incorporated with
Stockwell. Gideon junior now owns the farm.

The remaining portion of Stoclcwell and Loopenrivier was divided among the five
brother's vart Zyl and each received a portion of approximately 800 morgen. A



certain Shangion conducted the surveying and subsequently each brother received his
appropriate title deed.

Mr Jacobus van Zijl, father of Mr Andries van Zijl became the owner of the old
homestead. He built a new house and the homestead became a waenhuis. In 1918-
Mr Johan van Zijl demolished the old waenhuis and erected a new one, which still
stands today. After the demise of the brothers YanZijl, their children inherited the
land, which they all sold except for one who retained hers, i.e. Mrs Burrie Steyn.

FREE TMNSI-/ITION FROM BONNIEVALE TOT,,ANDAG 1922-1947 (D L I/AN DEN BERGI

Middelrivier

In 1893 Mr T L van Eeden commissioned a builder from Montagu to construct the
house. This builder is reputed to have cycled between Montagu and the construction
site, where his progress was influenced by the availability of building materials as
supplied by the owner. He laid up to 8000 bricks a day and in this manner, built the
house within 30 days.

Because the house was built so quickly, and as a result the clay bricks still
ayear passed before the walls were plastered. This was completed in 1894.

One of the large sash windows at the back of the house came from a
Swellendam, demolished at this time to make way for the present church.
on the side of the house reached the top storey of the house. Mr van
daughters slept here. At the back of the house was a stoep with pillars.
The barn was built with leftover and broken bricks.

being wet,

church in
A staircase
Eeden's 6

The main road between Ashton and Swellendam passed in front of the homestead.
There were stables on the premises for the changeover of fresh horses for the coach
trips to and from Swellendam.

The second owner Theuns Lodewyk van Eeden was the son of T. L. van Eeden.
The third owner was a Mr Johns, also adressed as 'captain'.

The fourth owner was Mr Isak Joubert, he was responsible for the addition of the new
room next to the kitchen door.
The fifth owner is Mr J.S. Matthee who lived in the house with his family, for six
months while the new house was beins built in 1968.

DEO MATTHEE

Bruintjiesrivier

On 3 February 1743, the farm "de Bruintjies Rivier over de Berg" is granted to
Hermanus Steyn. The name is derived from an old horse owned by the Steyns called
"Bruintjie".

Hermanus Steyn was born in Cape Town on 1l July 1711. He later married a certain
Petronella Kemp who died in March 1735. In 1739 he married a second time. his
cousin, Martha Potgieter. Hermanus, his son, is baptised in 1743 in Drakenstein and
would later become president of the Republic of Swellendam.



By 1762, Hermanus senior also owned the quitrent grants, "De Combuys aan de
Cango" and "Aen't Voorhuys gelegen aan de Breederivier". According to his last
will dated 3 June 177I, he lived on "Bruintjiesrivier". He and his sons were
acclaimed as hunters, pioneers and combatants against the Bushmen.

Hermanus senior was also a successful cattle and grain farmer. On his farm there
were brandy-stills and blacksmiths. The remains of the fumace could still be seen
until recently. The photograph of the fumace on"Voorhuys gelegen aan de
Breederivier " fires the imagination and serves as a typical example of what the one at
"Bruintjiesrivier " might have looked like. The homestead on Bruindiesrivier
(according to tradition built by Hermanus Senior) is no longer used for human
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habitation, although as the photograph indicates, it must once have been a spacious
and comfortable home.
Hermanus senior's son, Douw Gerbrants Steyn (1747 - 1790), is the great-grandfather
of President Kruger. The other son, Hermanus, who was later to become the
President of the Republic of Swellendam, lived with his parents at Bruintjiesrivier
untll 1762. With the census of 1765 he is recorded as being the owner of 30 sheep,
two horses, one slave and"drie slave meisjes". On 20 March 1765,he married Anna
Margaretha van Staden, a widow with a young daughter. His situation improves
dramatically and in 1773 he takes over a quitrent grant close to the current Kendrew
district for which he pays a rental until 1788. After this he establishes himself on his
own farm' "Jan Harmansgat'NSLATI^N 
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BRUINTJIESzuVER

On 3 February 1743 the quitrent grant 'de Bruijntjes Rivier over de Berg'was made
in favour of Hermanus Steyn. He was known as Hermanus d'Oude, and had been
baptised in Cape Town on 11 July 1711. He married Petronella Kemp in c1731. She
died giving birth to their third chitd. Hermanus then married Martha Potgieter on26
April 1739. In 1743, the same year as the proclamation of the new district of
Swellendam, their son Hermanus was born on the farm Bruintjiesrivier. He was to
become known as Hermanus d'Jonge and would be elected to be President of the
Republic of Swellendam following the revolt of the burgers in 1795.



In 1746, ownership transferred to Cornelis van Rooyen, one of the first members

the Heemraad in Swellendam . ln 1747 , ownership transferred to Andries
and a new owner follows again in 1753, by the nurme of Hans Jurgen Botha. Afu

several more transfers, the farm came to be owned by the Lindes. The origid

homestead which had been built by Hermanus d'Oude, was demolished in 1968.
FREE TMNSLATION FROM lNFOR-\I|ATION RECEIVED FROM THE DROSTDY MUSEUY

Gelukshoop

On 1 September 183 l, the surveyor-general of Sir Lowry Cole, then Governor of the

Cape, made a quitrent grant comprising Gelulahoop to three persons, Johannes

Hendrik Cilliers, Johannes Nicolaas Colyn and Johannes Lambert Colyn. They

acquired this farm of 2 284 morgen as a pelpetual quitrent. (Sir John Cradock

replaced the Quitrent Loan system of granting farms with the Perpetual Quitrent in

1813 ) .

The further conditions of the gtant were, that all roads and thoroughfares over the

farm would remain undisturbed and, that an annual rental in the amount of f,2 would

be paid to the receiver of revenue in Swellendam.

On the following map can clearly be seen the typical circular boundaries which

characterised the quitrent loan grants. A farmer wanting a farm would meet with the

landdros to determine whether specific land had already been granted. He would then

select a central spot in the area concemed, usually beside a river or a fountain, and

then proceed to walk his horse for a half-hour in a direction proceeding away from the

centre point. When the half-hour passes, the outer boundary of the farm is reached

DrE L5R{ftms Gftu|6l{@P {tf 0P lsEPf lgtt
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and the line formed between the two points is the radius of the circle. A circle formed
with such a radius usually resulted in a farm of approximately 3 000 morgen.

A portion of Gelukshoop remained in the hands of the Colyns. However, before 1840
the remainder of Gelul<shoop was to become the property of Vegetable-grower van
Zlil. In 1840 he bequeathed his portion to his grandson Jacobus Hendrik Coetzee.
One of the descendants of the Colyns then still on their portion of Gelukshoop was
fatally wounded in a skirmish with the Griquas in West-Griqualand. His dying wish
was to be buried on Gelukshoop. After his death, his body was transported by wagon
in a barrel of brandy. He was buried just inside the boundary of Gelulrshoop, banel
and all, after a journey of 40 days. The anteaters later dug open the grave and the now
deceased Mr Albertus Hopley, (son-in-law of colyn) found the planks there.

In circa 1875, after the death of Mr Jacobus Hendrik Coetzee, the entire Gelul<shoop
was sold to Mr Lewies Joubert of Montagu for fl 600. Mr Coetzee was responsible
for the erection of the old homestead, which today seryes as the waenhuis of the
current owner Mr Lukas Wentzel.

THE OLD HOUSE AT GELUKSHOOP
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In circa 1892, Mr Jacob van Eeden purchased the farm at the auction of Mr Lewies
Joubert for the same sum of f 1 600. When it appeared to Jacob's son that the price
seemed too high and he tried to restrain his father from the offer, his father responded
with a chuckle saying "Plenty money" and thus continuing, securing the bid. After
Jacob van Eeden's death, the farm was sub-divided among his children and today
more than thirty owners secure a comfortable living from this old farm.

GELUKSHOOP 
FREE TMNSLATION FR)M BONNIETALE ror TANDAG t922-t947 (D L vAN DEN BERG)

In 1831 this farm was granted to three persons. They were Johannes Hendrik Cilliers,
Johannes Lambert Colyn and Johannes Nicolaas Colyn. Later a portion of the farm
was sold to Groenteboer van Zijl. He bequeathed this portion to his grandson Jacobus
Hendrik Coetzee. Jacob van Eeden then purchased the farm and after his death it was
divided among his children. This farm has also been sub-divided and now has
numerous owners' 

FREE TMNSLATI^N FR^M ,NF*RMATI^N RECEIT/ED FR^M THE DRosrDy MUSEUM



STORMSVLEI

THE ALHERS FRESCO OF STORMSVLEI (I92I) PHOTO: ANDRE PRETORIUS

Christiaan Andreas Storm, bom25 MAY 7757,was the eldest child of Johan David, a
German soldier who had arrived at the Cape in 1751. By 1762 he had improved his
station to that of a Company bookkeeper. Christiaan followed in his father's footsteps
and entered the local militia in 1774.ln August 1782 he was appointed 'wagtmeester

to Swellendam landmiltia', being promoted to cornet in the same regiment three
month later.

When the surveyor Leiste, who in 1778 accompanied Governor van Plettenbergs on
his journey to the eastern districts, drew a map showing the route they followed, the
name 'Storm' appears where the farm Avontuur is sited.

On early maps the location of farms was often identified by their o'""yrier's name so the
fact that 'Storm' appears prominently on Leiste's record of the Governor's expedition,
shows that Christiaan Storm was, by then, already identified with a property
straddling the Zonder End River.

Hendrik Vollenhoven's deserted loan place was granted to Storm only in November
1781 which would seem to indicate that Vollenhovens sojourn was short and that
Storm involved himself with the farm long before officially applying to take it over as
a loan place. Hence the entry of his name already in 1878, three years before the
grant, on the map.

Being a lowly paid soldier was, particularly in the outlying districts, not always a full
time occupation so Company employees often supplemented their meagre wages by
other means which is apparently what Christiaan did too. His association with
Avontuur/Stormsvlei ended in 1786 after he had in the previous year asked for his
discharge as he intended to settle at the Cape.

We can safely conclude that over the preceding half century a dwelling and
outbuildings, however rudimentary, had by then been erected. These would serve as
the nucleus of what was later to become the hamlet which, more than two hundred
years later, still bears his name.

ANDRE PRETORIUS



STORMSVLET WITH THE VAN EEDEN BRIDGE IN THE FOREGROUND
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LAY-OUT OF STORMSVLEI SKETCH: COLIN COCHRANE - 1984
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