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VASSA NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 2020 
 

Committee Report & Preliminary Announcement of an Annual General Meeting 

Though unable to have its usual monthly meetings or to organise talks and outings during lockdown, 

your Committee has been keeping up with administration and queries. Marion Ellis and her team 

have spent many hours on rejuvenating and updating the VASSA website. Take a look and tell your 

friends too.  

At our first face-to-face meeting in December, we decided to hold an Annual General Meeting on 

Tuesday 19 January 2020 at the Athenaeum. Those who wish to attend in person are welcome, as all 

health protocols will be followed; but there will also be a virtual link for those who wish to 

participate from home. Details will follow. The formal (re)election of a Chair and Committee for 

2021 will allow VASSA to start the year off on a strong footing, so that plans for its future operations 

are put in place, and, hopefully, normal life will resume at some time. Note that subscriptions paid 

for 2020 will be rolled over to 2021. 

If you are willing to put your name forward to join the Committee, please do so now. You don’t need 

to wait until you are coerced at the AGM! Or you can get busy coercing someone else. 

 

Retrospective exhibition on the work and life of the 

late Gawie Fagan 

The Cape Institute for Architecture (CIfA), together 

with the Fagan family, are hosting a retrospective 

exhibition on the work and life of the late Gawie 

Fagan, at “THE ARCHITECT” Gallery, 71 Hout Street, 

Cape Town. This is a unique opportunity for all to 

remember the most important architect of South 

Africa and a dear friend to many. The exhibition will 

be up until mid-February 2021. 

See also Len Raymond’s ‘Farewell to one of South 

Africa’s great architects’: 

http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/farewell-

one-south-africas-great-architects. 

[Reproduced from The Heritage Portal] 
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Wupperthal werf 

Graham Jacobs (ARCON Architects & Heritage Consultants) has been supervising the restoration of 

the historic werf at Wupperthal. The Rupert Trust, Graham, the builders and the villagers have done 

a magnificent job.  

 

 The Pastorie. 



 

The Mission Stores and Leipoldt House. 

 

 Leipoldt House and its kitchen. 

 



Janet Macfarlane (1937-2020) 

It is with great sadness that we heard of the death of VASSA member Janet Macfarlane. She passed 

away earlier this year, at the age of 83, at home in Woodside Village. She leaves her husband, Iain, 

and two sons, Bruce and Peter. According to Iain, Janet was a practicing attorney for 38 years with 

Fairbridge, Arderne & Lawton. A phenomenal memory allowed her to remember everyone’s 

birthdays and anniversaries, but, strangely, not numbers such as her ID or car registration. She had 

an enquiring mind, loved people and was very gregarious. Janet and Iain shared a love for gardening 

and nature, were members of the Bird Club and Ship Society among others, and managed to explore 

six continents “on the smell of an oil rag”. As vernackers, we remember Janet’s formidable eye for 

detail, and many questions as she absorbed as much knowledge as possible about a place or topic. 

Our deep condolences to Iain and her family and friends. 

 

Cape and Natal News 14 March 1863: A CHRISTMAS MARKET At Colesburg at Christmas there 

were upon the market, in the way of vegetables, only one bucket of potatoes, two buckets of green 

peas and a few onions. The potatoes seemed likely to create a riot, and after great altercation were 

divided into three lots and raised one pound 2 shillings and 10 pence. 

 

The VASSA Chair and Committee wish you a bountiful Christmas! 

 

 


