VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA
UMBUTHO WEZAKHIWO ZEMVELI WASEMZANTSI AFRIKA
VOLKSBOUKUNDIGE VERENIGING VAN SUID-AFRIKA
PO Box 15347, Vlaeberg, 8018
Email: info@vassa.org.za
Website: www.vassa.org.za

VASSA NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2021
VASSA TALK BY ZOOM LINK: TUESDAY 26 OCTOBER at 8pm
Note the date. This talk will be presented by David Hart, Heritage Resources Management, City of Cape Town.
The Environment and Heritage Resources Information Centre (EHRIC) has been set up by the City to allow
researchers access to historic records and to facilitate good heritage management. EHRIC consists of historic
documents, reports and publications, historic maps, photographs, plans and photographic negatives. Some of
these documents are fragile and are only available in digital format.
OUTINGS
There is no outing planned for October as all efforts are focused on the Recording Workshop.
There will be an OUTING ON SATURDAY 27th NOVEMBER to the Livingstone High School in Claremont, led
by Karin Dugmore-Ström and Georgia Satchwell. The school was established in 1926 after civil groups joined
forces to form a secondary school for children of colour, and allowed many children, oppressed under
apartheid, the opportunity to further their education. Details to be announced later. The number of
participants is limited to 30 for this event. Only PAID UP members (for 2021) may attend outings. As this is the
last outing for 2021, we will gather nearby afterwards for our traditional end-of-year picnic.
All being well, we hope to return to our normal monthly outings schedule in February 2022. Two members
have offered to scout for sites for us in the Worcester area, but February will probably be too hot for this area.
Any ideas or suggestions welcomed (info@vassa.org.za).
MOSTERT’S MILL UPDATE
(John Hammer, Heritage Portal)
The task ahead now is to restore the Mill to its
original state before the fire. A proposal has been
put to the Department of Public Works (the
property with the Mill on it belongs to the state
with the DPW as its custodian) that FoMM are
prepared to raise funds for and undertake the
restoration of the Mill. A funding appeal was made
locally and a crowd funding initiative was started in
the Netherlands. Nearly R500k has been raised in a
short period of time. A restoration team has been
put together. This comprises of John Wilson-Harris
of Fagan Architects (who had done the 1995 restoration of the mill building), Andy Selfe (who has helped
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with previous maintenance work on the mill machinery), Clive Thorpe (who is the treasurer of FoMM) and
myself (the current chairman of FoMM). John Wilson-Harris has been tasked with the restoration of the
building. Andy Selfe will be the technical manager in charge of the rebuilding of the machinery. Clive Thorpe
will be responsible for handling the financial side of the restoration project. I will coordinate the whole
project.
MCGREGOR WORKSHOP PUBLICATION
Thanks are due to those VASSA members who put together a Zoom presentation in September on the
Workshop that was held in McGregor in 2019. This talk coincided with the publication of the proceedings of
the workshop with articles and reports by the participants and their hosts. Hard copies (a limited number were
printed) can be purchased for R195. Digital versions cost R60. Contact: publications@vassa.org.za.
CONTENTS

Foreword Elize Mendelsohn
What’s right, what’s left … formulating a workshop Elize Mendelsohn
Childhood memories of the village of McGregor Marshallene Harris
Background to conservation efforts in McGregor McGregor Heritage
Society Jane Banks & Helaine Shand
Conservation by Todeschini and Japha 1993 Karin Dugmore-Ström
Die Kampterrein Kathy Dumbrell
A legal overview of heritage-related policies applicable to McGregor
Louise van Riet
Approaches to design in historic places Stephen Townsend
Understanding character Elize Mendelsohn
What do we value about urban heritage? Matthew Gray

The Vernacular in McGregor Hélène van der Merwe
Walkabout 1 Character Appraisal Elize Mendelsohn & Hélène van der
Merwe
Walkabout 2 Evaluation Elize Mendelsohn & Hélène van der Merwe
Sunday morning Reflections Elize Mendelsohn
Workshop findings The Workshop Team
Workshop conclusions The Workshop Team
Workshop recommendations The Workshop Team
Tributes to Vivienne Japha & Fabio Todeschini Kathy Dumbrell & Karin Dugmore Ström
Acknowledgements, Glossary, Maps Workshop Team

THE (CONTINUING) ADVENTURES OF ALEX DODGE
This month’s exploration focuses on a common feature in the vernacular landscape of the Cape. Alex is
impressed by the variety of buttresses propping up the walls of houses and outbuildings, and their robust
sculptural qualities. They are used to prevent the weight of the roof from pushing out the walls, especially
those made of clay and low-fired brick, to support the downslope side of a building, or to keep a gable wall
from falling away. Sometimes steps up to the loft also act as buttresses, as do substantial chimney stacks on
a gable end wall.
Photographs © Alex Dodge.
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Hartbeesfontein, Malmesbury.
Mighty buttresses support one end of
this long, ruined T-shaped farmhouse.
Note the jaunty ‘gatepost’ with
painted pillar attached to one
buttress, amidst the thorns. The other
end of the house has stone steps up to
the attic and is in better condition.

Klipvlei, Philadelphia.
This sturdy long barn still has straight
lines despite its age and length. These
cleanly made buttresses and the plain
steps offer support along the front.
Other farm buildings across the werf
are adjoined and also heavily
buttressed.

Rondeberg, Philadelphia.
Home of the Cape Hunt Club. This
interesting thatched house combines a
low front façade with tall rear wings
and many buttresses. Adjoining barns
and walls are also supported in quirky
ways.
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Groenhof outside Stellenbosch.
The beautiful T-shaped barn is
massively built and has deteriorated
little since I first saw it despite the
damp ground. The rear wing has a wall
slit like a Scottish castle and is heavily
buttressed, as is one end. The front
gable is dated 1780 and faced the
vanished dwelling house under the
oaks.

Woodlands, Pardeberg.
This charming Victorianised house has a
strong external hearth and chimney that
will provide support. Note the stable
door and hearth ‘window’. It also has a
buttressed cellar.

Mamre.
Rear of Moravian Church complex.
Stone support for the Administration
building on the slope above the river.
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A T-shaped house outside Wellington.
Reputedly very old but in good
condition. The hearth has disappeared
but its small shuttered window and a
simple buttress on the rear wing remain.

Brick buttresses step up in support of an
older farm building outside Klipheuwel. A
derelict farm that combines beauty of
line and form with an apprehensive
atmosphere.

Windheuwel near Koringberg.
This imposing house with small unglazed
windows and additions has light
geometric buttresses at one end and an
enormous loft staircase at the other.
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Dezehoek, Piketberg.
The old mill.

CAMPS BAY: Tea and scones, a feisty freed slave and Norwegian chalets
Sigi Howes
I love the interrelatedness of seemingly random events, and so it is not completely strange that I became
interested in the history of Camps Bay with a scone in one hand and a cup of tea in the other. A good cuppa
can be inspirational at the best of times, but especially if it is sipped pinkie-up at the Camps Bay Retreat, a
luxury boutique hotel that used to be a historic residence known as Earle’s Dyke. Fascinated by the house’s
magnificent location, I started by looking into its history, and then – as with most research – one thing led to
another, and well – let’s just say I’m easily and happily distracted.
Thus, I discovered that Camps Bay has one of the most fascinating histories of all the suburbs in Cape Town,
not least of all because the land was once owned and farmed by a freed slave called Maria Everts (1663-1713).
Cape-born of Guinean enslaved parents, she was also known as Zwarte Maria. The land was granted to her by
Willem Adriaan van der Stel, the ‘bad boy’ of the Governors at the Cape from 1699 to 1707. And I have to start
here, because otherwise the story of how Camps Bay got its name (from a troublesome sailor called Von
Camptz) overshadows the contribution made to its development by a black woman.
Van der Stel was interested in agriculture and conducted extensive farming experiments. He also expanded
the Company Gardens, recognising that more food was needed for the hungry mouths of the growing
settlement. Maria Everts was an astute businesswoman and having for many years helped her father, also a
manumitted slave, grow and sell vegetables in his market garden in the Table Valley, she saw an opportunity.
In 1701 she made a request to the governor for agricultural land “agter de Kloof in Tafel Vallei na de zeestrand
toe”. He agreed verbally, but only followed up on 1 January 1707 when, in the spirit of a good new year, he
signed over to her 60 morgen (51,4 ha) of land stretching from the top of Kloof Nek to the sea on the other
side. The actual grant was signed in 1711 and Maria received the title deeds in 1713. Land transfer was a
complicated, drawn-out affair in those days and she was probably already settled there from 1701. Nobody
contested her claim on the land – nobody wanted it; only perhaps the local Khoi people who had traditionally
grazed their cattle there. In 1657, Commander Van Riebeeck had allowed Chief Autsumato’s Goringhaiqua to
pitch their huts on the neck behind Lion’s Head and to graze their cattle in the valley now known as Camps
Bay. But Willem Adriaan was not concerned about this and nothing is recorded of how they all did or did not
get along. And in 1713, a deadly smallpox epidemic wiped out most of the Khoi.
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1881 Blinkwater Stream & Camps Bay Farm. Cape Town's Water Supply,
Hydrolic Engineer's Report.

And so, in this lonely windswept place Maria and her family
settled on the coastal stretch where the land was flat and
unwooded. She had “the full right to own, plant, irrigate and
inhabit” to her heart’s desire; and, with government
permission, could also sell, hire out or otherwise use the land.
Cutting down fire-wood to sell, or making lime wash, required
permission and a licence; not that Maria and her family always
complied with these limitations. They built a rudimentary
dwelling and laid out a garden where she grew vegetables for
the Cape Town market. She also farmed sheep and later
planted vines. And I assume that it is here that her son
Johannes Colijn learnt the skill of wine-making before he took
over the management and later the ownership of Klein
Constantia (today De Hoop op Constantia). But that’s another
story altogether. Maria herself and her oldest son both died in
the smallpox epidemic. By 1719 ‘Agter de Kloof’ was in the hands of Maria’s daughter Johanna Colijn and there
were 7000 vines and over 1000 litres of wine in fustage. That would have required a small cellar at least. And
after her marriage in 1732, Johanna became the mistress at Groot Constantia, and that is yet another story.
Maria’s youngest son, Evert Colijn, took over the Camps Bay farm. The Everts/Colijn family was at “Agter de
Kloof in Tafel Vallei” until possibly the 1750s, some years before the name Camps Bay came into being.

1907-1910 Camps Bay Drive with ground terminus of cableway and Norwegian chalets.

And now we must skip some 150 years to 1900. Camps Bay developed slowly because of its relatively isolated
position. The introduction of a tram from Cape Town to Camps Bay increased the number of holiday-goers,
and a few utilitarian buildings were erected: a power station, tram sheds and small stone cottages at the
bottom end of Geneva Drive as homes for the tram drivers. By 1905 the company Cape Marine Suburbs was
trying to sell residential plots, but there were few takers. It built a tidal pool for children; a community hall
called the Rotunda; a pavilion called The Pagoda that doubled as a tearoom by day and as a dance hall by
night; and an indoor swimming pool, heated by the power station, for those who found the water of the ocean
7

too cold. Among the first residential properties – even before Earle’s Dyke – were four wooden houses that
were erected in 1907 and were generally (and erroneously) referred to as ‘Swiss Chalets’. They were actually
a vernacular Norwegian style of architecture. And curiously, their arrival in Camps Bay had less to do with
developing the suburb than with the building of the dams on Table Mountain.

Left: 1907 Norwegian chalets on Camps Bay Drive.
Right: The remaining Norwegian chalet on Camps Bay Drive. Collection of David Watts.

Left: 1907 Norwegian chalets in Camps Bay Drive. T.D. Ravenscroft, courtesy of Michael Fortune.
Right: 1897 The ground terminus in Camps Bay of the cableway up Kasteelpoort, by G.F. Travers-Jackson.

Cape Town’s water problems are not recent. They have been there ever since the ‘Kaapsche Vlek’ was settled,
and finding an adequate supply of water has always been a challenge. In 1890 work began on the Woodhead
Reservoir on Table Mountain, spanning the gorge of the Disa River. It was impossible to carry all the supplies
up the mountain, and so in 1893 a temporary cable way was erected at Kasteelpoort on the Camps Bay side
and it was up this route that the builders brought the materials that couldn't be portaged up the steep ravine,
especially heavy gear like equipment, tools, coal and cement. These materials were first lugged from Kloof Nek
along the Pipe Track and then hauled up the cable way. The Woodhead Dam was followed by four others: the
Alexandra and Victoria Dams on the original Disa Stream in 1903; the Hely-Hutchinson Dam just upstream
from the Woodhead reservoir in 1904; and lastly the De Villiers Dam in 1907. Even these five dams couldn’t
keep up with the demand for water as the city grew, and today they supply a mere 0.4% of the water for Cape
Town. To get back to the theme, the Hely-Hutchinson Dam was built with Norwegian expertise. In 1904 an
engineer by name of Trygve Strømsøe (1878-1945) arrived in Cape Town from Kristiania with his wife Aagot,
followed by two of his younger brothers who were also engineers: Thorstein and Birger Strømsøe. A fourth
Norwegian engineer accompanied them.
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The four Norwegian engineers brought with them flat-packs of traditional wooden houses called ‘ramlofstuga’.
They assembled these in situ at their compound along Camps Bay Drive in 1907, at the bend of the road that
led to the aerial cableway, using old railway sleepers as foundations. They were built of Norwegian pine using
the corner-joint technique with the walls being built of logs laid one above the other, each log being grooved
to fit into the log above.
Presumably the Norwegians lived there for the duration of the building of the dams, and maybe beyond. But
by 1910 the cottages had to be moved because of the particularly vicious winds Camps Bay is known for and
which might otherwise have unexpectedly returned these delightful prefabricated houses to their native
Norway. Three of them were relocated to Crown Crescent, opposite what was then the bowling green, and
there they still stand today although considerably altered. With the passing of time, their origin was forgotten
and for many years they were referred to as ‘the Swiss chalets’ by the local residents. Trygve and Aagot
Strømsøe lived in one of them and their four children were born in Camps Bay between 1907 and 1917. Their
daughter later married into the famous Molteno family of Claremont. Trygve and Aagot were divorced
sometime in the early 1920s, when Trygve had a relationship with the architect Magda Sauer – sister of the
more famous Paul Sauer (Minister of Agriculture, Forestry & Public Works) – and their daughter Karin
Strømsøe was born in 1924. Trygve and Magda married in 1925, but the marriage did not last long and Trygve
then married Phyllis Morris.

Left: Norwegian chalet in Camps Bay Dr before being demolished. Collection of Hillel Turok.
Right: 1940 House in Camps Bay Drive. Collection of Hillel Turok.

2021 Remaining Norwegian chalet 2 on Crown Crescent, front view (left) and side view (right). Photos by Sigi Howes.

Aagot Strømsøe, who continued to live in the chalet in Camps Bay, became a leading authority on cooking fish,
and hundreds of her recipes were published over a number of years in the Cape Argus. She also published a
book called ‘Do you know how to cook fish?’ (Howard Timmins, 1931), which is now considered Africana.
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Interestingly, when the book was republished in 1962, the illustrations were done by Karin Strømsøe, her exhusband’s daughter by his second wife. Karin was an accomplished artist and children’s book illustrator.
The last of the Norwegian cottages, known as ‘Le Chalet’, seems to have remained on its original site on Camps
Bay Drive. One of its more famous occupants was James Walton (1911-1999), the doyen of vernacular
architecture and founder of the Vernacular Architecture Society of South Africa (VASSA). In the 1980s the
Waltons sold the house to – if my information is correct – Ryan Eyre, a teacher at Camps Bay High School. In
1986 Eyre sold it to a developer who built townhouses on the site (next to where the Hussar Steakhouse is
today). There were supposed to be conditions attached to the sale of the Norwegian house, namely that it be
relocated like its three sisters had been. However, Eyre’s father-in-law – a former mayor of Fish Hoek – had
these conditions overturned, and eventually all that was required was for an architect to measure, photograph
and make some drawings of the house. James Walton apparently did all this, including detailed instructions
for the house’s reassembling. And then the story enters the realm of an urban legend: apparently the house
was taken apart; the wood was carefully numbered and sent on its way to Elgin with Walton’s notes where it
disappeared en route. However, it is more likely that the wood was sold and repurposed.

Left: Architect's drawing of Norwegian chalet on Camps Bay Drive. Collection of Hillel Turok.
Right: 1925 opening of Bowling Club, with Norwegian chalets in background. Marine Villa (Camps Bay Farm) middle and right.
Courtesy Mrs A. New.

One last note: from 1926 to 1929 Trygve Strømsøe was the conceptual and design engineer of the Table
Mountain cableway. He drew investments from Sirs Alfred Hennessy, David Graaff and Ernest Oppenheimer
who, with Strømsøe taking the fourth seat on the board of directors, formed the Table Mountain Aerial
Cableway Company (TMACC) which managed the cableway and later through their descendants, until it was
sold in 1993. And, as Capetonians know and are proud of, the cableway has had an unblemished safety record
from its inception.
As for Camps Bay, in the last 60 years it has seen a huge transformation from a sleepy holiday resort to a tightly
developed suburb of luxurious mansions. It is good to know that the Norwegian chalets are still there. A stone’s
throw away from them is the Camps Bay Preparatory School (the old Bowling Club) and the Bay Hotel, the site
where Zwarte Maria Everts once grew vegetables and made wine. And so, these events are perhaps not so
random after all.
Sources
Ashby, Nicholas. Undated. ‘Table Mountain’s Dams’. www.capetrekking.co.za
‘Camps Bay Then and Now’: https://www.facebook.com/groups/231267423682389, especially Fiona Harris.
‘Camps Bay, South Africa’, South African History Online, 2011, updated 2020:
https://www.sahistory.org.za/place/camps-bay-cape-town
De Beer, Mona. 1987. The Lion Mountain. David Philips, Cape Town.
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Schrire, Gwynne in association with Hillel Turok. 2003. Camps Bay: An illustrated History. Albert Louw, Cape
Town.
Upham, Mansell. 2014. ‘At Earth’s Extremest End – Op’t eijnde van de Aerd’.
Table Mountain Water Supply’, South African History Online, 2011, updated 2019:
https://www.sahistory.org.za/place/table-mountain-water-supply
https://houtbaybackpackers.co.za/blog/table-mountain/
https://www.thetablemountainfund.org.za/why-are-there-five-dams-on-top-of-table-mountain/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willem_Adriaan_van_der_Stel

NIGEL DOES IT AGAIN
Not content with publishing his research as books, articles and reports, Nigel Amschwand has now written a
welcome guide to ‘reading’ 19th century houses. It is illustrated with photographs of buildings encountered
during his exploration of the highways and byways that lead him to the more modest and vernacular sorts of
places. Nigel’s attention to how things are made is evident throughout, together with handy clues to dating
form, fabric and fittings. A perfect accessory for vernackers, students and tourists.
Nineteenth Century Houses at the Cape: A guide to their development and construction. The book (A4
landscape) has 204 pages with 400 illustrations, mostly in colour. The selling price is R450. However, the preorder price for VASSA members is R400. Enquiries to nigel.amschwand@hantam.co.za.

NOTES
Thanks to the very active Heritage Portal for this information about the old Springbok Radio programme “Call
back the past”. We though you might enjoy listening. Originally broadcast on Springbok Radio from 1968 to
1982, each 30-minute episode covers the events and music of a particular year starting in year 1899. The
series, hosted by Percy Sieff, takes the listeners on a tour of the 19th & 20th centuries using rare historical
recordings, both in voices and music. The series is being broadcast every Wednesday from 12h30 to 13h00, in
the “Old Time Radio” slot. To listen, go to www.sacommuter.co.za and click on the Live Stream link.
Also on the Heritage Portal is an invitation to peruse the Directory of South African Photographers (1846 to
1915) and to add information if you have any. http://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/operators-mirrorsmemory-south-african-photographers-1846-1915.
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MINI SYMPOSIUM AND BOOK PRESENTATION
Date and time:19 October, 15:00; Weblink: https://youtu.be/nM3Yf_6aUSA
On 19 October 2021 a mini-symposium and book presentation will take place in the Netherlands and South
Africa on young architectural heritage shared between these two countries. This event will take place
simultaneously in Amsterdam, Pretoria and Cape Town and can be followed online via Live Stream
(https://www.zuidafrikahuis.nl/product/nieuwontdekte-nederlandse-architectuur-in-zuid-afrika/).
More
than seventy Dutch architects chose South Africa as their new homeland after the end of the South African
War. They designed hundreds of buildings and residential areas, from swimming pools to the 'model township'
Atteridgeville. These contributions are now partly controversial because they were created at a time when
apartheid politics and segregation were on the rise. The question is therefore to what extent the Dutch-South
African history and heritage is shared. Yet the built heritage of the 20th century is an unmistakable part of
South Africa and often still in daily use. In that sense, it stands on the Common Ground of makers and users.

Common Ground: Dutch-South African Architectural Exchanges 1902–1961 edited by Nicholas J. Clarke, Roger
C. Fisher, and Marieke C. Kuipers, will be presented and launched. Publisher: LM Publishers, Edam; ISBN:
9789460225338 (hardcover). Available at bookstores in South Africa (incl. at Protea Books,
https://proteabooks.com).
This month’s photograph from THE GRIBBLE COLLECTION
(Courtesy of the Drakenstein Heritage Foundation)

L.G.H. Pocock General Stores, Clanwilliam, 1883 (HP00139B).

On 12 February 1820 the ships East Indian and Fanny left Cork with four, mainly Irish, groups of immigrants
and reached Simons Bay on 30 April and 1 May respectively. From there they sailed to Saldanha Bay. Although
Lord Charles Somerset was planning to settle them in the Zuurveld in the Eastern Cape, the acting Governor,
Sir Rufane Donkin, decided to grant land in the vicinity of Clanwilliam to four groups of Irish Settlers to keep
them separate from the others. Most of the immigrants quickly left for greener pastures. The small group who
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settled permanently in Clanwilliam included surnames like Foster, Fryer, Shawe and McMahon – the founding
‘aristocracy’ of the town. In 1901, the town received municipal status with Charles Fryer as the first mayor.
This substantial building, with its British style of thatched roofing and joinery, does not seem to have survived.
It may have perished in the ‘serious conflagration’ of 1901. Though the name of Pocock is painted in large
letters, the building and business was established by his wife’s family. She was born a Shawe and married a
Foster. They were hat-makers, merchants and storekeepers.
According to Ancestry.com: “While later welcomed into the Foster and Shawe families, the unknown Lewis
Grenville Henry Pocock (1848-1921) was initially seen as an adventurer and his courting of the older Muriella
(Etta) Shawe (1830-1908), widow of George Foster (1816-1868), was much frowned upon. Each and everyone
were against such a union. Some out of regard for the welfare of the lady and others because they saw Pocock
taking over Etta's possessions. The biggest opposition came from Charles Fryer a prospective brother-in-law.
On the morning that the banns of the coming marriage were to be read the Parson was absent and the service
was taken by a layman who happened to be no other than Fryer himself. When Fryer delayed in doing so
Pocock, despairing of his banns ever being read, decided to do the reading himself and going to the lectern
did so call the banns. Charles Fryer in an extreme state of exasperation shouted to the other sidesman present,
Ben Foster, to fetch a constable. Ben, absolutely disgusted at the disturbance created, walked out of church
with the sole intent of going home but was followed by Pocock who loudly dared him to call a constable and
it was only after he threatened physical violence that he got rid of Pocock. Muriella and Lewis were in the end
married on 20 June 1878, but by Special Licence issued two days earlier."

Compiled by Pat Kramer & edited by Antonia Malan - publications@vassa.org.za.
The Vernacular Architecture Society is not responsible for errors or opinions in this Newsletter.
Please do not reproduce the images without permission.
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