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Enjoy this Bumper Edition. We shall see you again in the New Year. Keep safe and well.  

VASSA November Outing report 

Georgia Satchwell 

The VASSA Outing, organized by SDKS Architects, which took place on Saturday 27 November 2021, 

included an excursion to three sites all located in the suburban pockets of Wynberg and Claremont. 

The first stop marked a visit to the Centre for Conservation Education Museum in Wynberg, followed 

by a visit to Livingstone High School and lastly, The Arderne Gardens - for a picnic and debrief.  

The diverse range of spaces made the outing rich and layered with different social, cultural and 

political stories, and highlighted an understanding of the continuum of tangible and intangible 

heritage. One VASSA member remarked, “The VASSA school trips were really amazing, I enjoyed the 

difference between materiality and social history”. 

At the Centre for Conservation Education, Mark van Rensburg gave a wonderful tour of the museum 

and all the historical treasures that it houses – from the architectural components of the building to 

the plethora of science and media apparatus that have been beautifully preserved and arranged in 

the museum. The establishment of the Education Museum is rooted in the rise in conservation 

consciousness of the mid-1980s, with its official founding dating to 1989 - which marked the 150th 

anniversary of the Western Cape Education Department (WCED).  

In keeping with the educational theme, the visit to Livingstone High School, located on Imam Haron 

Road, shed light on its importance as an integral part of the current day living, cultural heritage in 

Claremont. Many photographs taken by notable alumnus George Hallett, were pinned up in the 

historical showcase cabinets in the school’s corridors, while a large part of Livingstone’s historical 

archive of photographs and documents were put out in one of the classrooms for people to engage 

with and peruse. The old house and stables at the heart of the school, and the 1926 building 

surrounding those, were visited. 

Dr Omar, an ex-pupil and a giant in pupils’ memories for his innovative maths tuition, gave a small 

speech on his experience as a learner and teacher at Livingstone High School, alongside Malcolm 

Campbell, another ex-pupil, now an architect, who spoke about the resilience that defined 

Livingstone’s ethos during his time at the school as a pupil, and about the trauma of forced removals 

that was experienced by both students and teaching staff at the time. Fighting for equal education 

and rights was a strong part of the school’s agenda. Livingstone High School, 95 years old in the year 
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of 2021, has recently been given blue plaque status to commemorate the school’s survival during the 

struggle for liberation. 

The Arderne Gardens, located on Main Road in Claremont, was established in 1845 by Ralph Henry 

Arderne. The garden has been declared a South African Provincial Heritage site and today hosts one 

of the most diverse and significant collections of exotic trees in South Africa.  

Those from the VASSA Outing who went to The Arderne Gardens were given a splendid walking tour 

led by Paul Barker, ecological farmer and member of Friends of the Arderne Gardens (FOTAG), who 

pointed out the champion trees, which are defined as being the largest specimen of their species. The 

six champion trees of the Arderne Gardens are the Moreton Bay Fig (Ficus Macrophylla), the Cork Oak 

(Quercus Suber), the Aleppo Pine (Pinus Halepensis), the Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria Heterophylla), 

the Turkish Oak (Quercus Cerris) and the Queensland Kauri (Agathis Robusta). 

The beautiful gardens provided a calm escape from the city din and a relaxing ending to the VASSA 

morning tour. It is recommended that everyone should visit it. 

MILLS 

Restoration of Onze Molen in Durbanville 

Nigel Amschwand 

The ruins of the windmill on the farm Johannes Fontein (built in the 1840s) were rebuilt in 1983 as 

part of the Onze Molen housing development. Twenty years ago, the mill underwent a cosmetic 

restoration that lasted perhaps 15 years by which time the paint was in very poor condition and the 

thatched roof was leaking where birds had pulled out the reeds.  

The main shaft where the sails were attached became worn due to fretting by the wind action on the 

sails. This became quite dangerous and the sails had to be removed. The sails never rotate as the 

machinery inside the mill is a reproduction rather than being operational. However, everything looks 

as it should. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section of an early 20th century map 

showing the position of the mill and 

the railway line that never arrived. 
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The Home Owners’ Association were negotiating with the local ward councillor, Theresa Uys, to get 

repairs carried out. Unfortunately, the only money that Ms Uys could spare from her ward budget was 

not even sufficient to erect the scaffolding, and the monies could not be carried over from year to 

year in order to accumulate enough. 

The mill, once a National Heritage Site, now a Provincial Heritage Resource, is the responsibility of the 

City of Cape Town and falls under the Recreations and Parks Department because it stands in the open 

space of the housing development. Ms Uys and the local Heritage Officer, Sonja Warnich-Stemmet, 

discussed the repairs with Recreation and Parks and then put forward a proposal to the Heritage 

Western Cape Built Environment Committee for permission to carry out the work. The first proposal 

was in 2019 when the committee asked for more detail. In 2020 the revised proposal was approved 

and then the Recreation and Parks Department had to include the work in their budget.  

Finding a contractor with the correct experience for working on old buildings was not easy and 

apparently the work had to go out to tender twice to find the right people. Unfortunately, the budget 

would not stretch to replacing the sails and this will have to wait for another day. The work at present 

is replacement of the thatch, refurbishing the doors and windows and cleaning and repainting the 

exterior.  

The mechanism within the mill is in good condition and will only require some cleaning. Whoever built 

this was certainly a craftsman. 

[Ed: See https://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/onze-molen-durbanvilles-link-past.] 

Left: Part of the architect’s drawing for the 1983 reconstruction of the mill.  
Right: The mill in 2014 in the street named after the founder of VASSA. 
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Left: The mill in 2021 at the start of the restoration. 
Right: Ground floor of the mill. This is the mechanism for adjusting the clearance between the mill stones (tentering). 

 

Latest news on Mostert’s Mill 

Andy Selfe posted the following information on November 17 on his Facebook page. It is repeated on 

the Cape Town Down Memory Lane Facebook page. 

There's plenty to report on regarding progress on the 

restoration of Mostert's Mill! Today I visited Jon at his 

workshop for the first time since he started making the 

Cap Frame, which is the framework on top of the tower 

which is turned into the wind. Progress there and his 

skill in turning some old beams into a work-of-art is 

most impressive! I had to give him the news that I 

hadn't realised that the front framework which he's just 

completed, needs to lie over backwards at 10 degrees, 

but he quickly saw a way to correct that without spoiling 

work that he'd already done. He's ready for the Long 

and Short Stretchers which I've been making in the yard 

here. The long one just needs to be painted at the ends, 

it has wood sealer in the middle section which will be 

inside. That is shrugging off the rain we're having today! 

I met Chairman John Hammer at the Mill and he handed 

over paint for the Stretchers, kindly donated by Greg at 

LT Paints in Woodstock, and more metal parts to wire-

brush and prime and paint here. We also needed to do 

some measurement on the top of the tower, so I 

brought a ladder. We did some checks and planned how 

to do the 32 measurements between the 8 studs so that 

The pile of arcs is growing! (photo Andy Selfe). 



5 

we can drill holes in the Curb ring in the right places! There were some very enthusiastic hoots and 

waves from passing vehicles! Back here, I visited Mike to check on progress on the Curb ring, which is 

coming on nicely! We then discussed the making of the Brake Wheel and Pinion, which will be right 

up his street, having done the impressive engineering at Elgin Railway Market. In the week I went to 

look at the tree in the river which we plan to make the Wind Shaft out of, it's now high and dry, and 

Alex le Roux says he'll come up from Gordon's Bay when he has a gap and 'cut it up for us'! So yes, 

progress on all fronts!  

 

Follow-up to Sigi Howes’ article on Camps Bay (VASSA Newsletter October 2021) 

Stewart Harris sent us this photograph of the interior of a Norwegian chalet taken in 2003. The image 

is made up of single photographs ‘stitched’ together, which creates the floating feeling. 

 

 

THE (CONTINUING) ADVENTURES OF ALEX DODGE 
 
There are traces of three farmsteads that still exist in the southern suburbs.  

• Waterford Estate, Diep River, barn demolished 2020. 

• ‘Squirrels Leap’ Diep Rivier, modernised. 

• 14 Exeter Road, Plumstead, with a small barn that looks very like Waterford, and its 
buildings are lined up in a row. 

 
Waterford, Massinger Road, Diep River (Erf 148345) 
 
In 2016 I came across this nondescript barn on the grounds of a wild property being run as a fledgling 
nursery next to the canalised Diep Rivier. Unaware then of the great age of the barn, I was drawn to 
the potting shed and collapsed wooden garage doors. Thick trees looped along the barn’s blackened 
walls and it was hard to grasp (or photograph) the mix of materials and additions, even a dairy, that 
hung onto the structure. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/alex.leroux.31?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXyb83NVAEf5BQvWwkOeOKCy5v7HIkZ23Uzxg_NGGAJVfBmlMIMqqv_u2tBUN7yx8zKUocE2UXs4l7rG9q9xeiNBQeSqd8KsHShN8LSZfh3SHEvJQL4pV-aU--Hpnz8riw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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The Nursery was preparing to pave and clear the grounds and convert the oddly renovated (1970s) U-
shaped ‘main house’. Later I was informed by Antonia Malan that the barn, and part of the house, 
were known of and much older than they appeared. Hennie Vos had prepared a report in 2008 titled 
‘Waterford Estate: Two Pioneer Buildings c.1700’ at a point when a developer wanted to build over 
the property. Research by Ashley Lillie and Hennie Vos proposed the barn to be as old as the Posthuys 
in Muizenberg, and strategically important on a ford over the river on the trade route to Simon’s Town.  
 
The property had been owned by the family of Marion Robertson, the historian, since 1965. In 1990 
she prepared a detailed social history that included forced removals, ending with the plea: “I think of 
the history of Waterford and pray that, by the time our land is sold, coloured folk may once again be 
able to live here. Possibly this account may give us evidence to support its being a ‘grey area’ if Group 
Areas is not abolished soon”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Site plan of c.1990 of Waterford Estate. 
The outlines of the early house-barn 
and ‘pioneer’ dwelling are indicated 
(plan in Lillie 2008 amended by Vos 
2008.) 
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The development proposed in 2008 was turned down but permission to demolish the barn was 
granted owing to its dilapidation, on condition that the building was recorded beforehand. The barn 
hung on for several more years and was finally taken down in 2020. The footprint was retained as a 
children’s play area. Waterford Nursery is doing well with a busy cafe ('Quince’) shaded by the fine 
oak trees. Sadly, the parking area has flattened a good part of this intriguing property and the roads, 
canal and bridges make it difficult to picturing the old river crossing. 
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Hennie Vos made measured drawings of the outbuilding and carefully inspected the fabric. From those 
observations he mapped the sequence of construction, additions and changes.  
 
Reference: 
Vos, H.N. 2008. Waterford Estate: off Massinger Road, Diep River (Erf 148345). Two Pioneer Buildings 

c.1700: historical and structural investigation. Report for Coessa Holdings, Cape Town by Arcape 
Consultancy. 

 
Plumstead Baptist Church (Squirrels Leap), 20 Toulon Avenue, Diep Rivier (Erf 126027) 
 
The Plumstead Baptist Church buildings are a mystery. The plot sits just behind Waterford and the 
layout suggests age but maybe not the buildings themselves?  
 
The buildings were thatched when bought from a family and renovated by the Church in 2007. It was 
then known as Squirrels Leap. The house has been adjoined to the barn or stables that ran alongside 
it. The house has several ‘faces’ and I cannot tell where the original entrance was. It would probably 
have faced to the river, though that view has now been blocked off. There was a lovely aspect and an 
old track on the river side. There is also a little house / barn with vernacular proportions now used as 
storage. A large square church was built on the grounds. The Congregation sought to move from 
Wynberg and bought the property on which to build the church. The house is lightly used by the 
Church: a gardener stays there.  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The black & white format of this 
photograph helps to define the older 
appearance. This is now the rear of the 
complex, looking up from the river. 
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Blocked up doorway.    Addition to rear. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A little building with vernacular features now used for 
storage. 

 
 
Old Farmhouse? Exeter Road, Plumstead (in the grounds of Calvary Chapel) (Erf 91348). 
 
I worked at Discovery Film Locations in Honiton Road nearby and sometimes took the subway under 
Wittebome station, glimpsing this roof with its childlike pitch through the gates of the Calvary Chapel 
Church. There are mature trees and palms but the property has been seriously reduced, not least by 
Wynberg Motor Town whose concrete rims the house. 
 

   
 
The long old house has two bay windows, double front door with delicate fanlight, and a towering 
roof, with the old thatch still under the tiles that were required for insurance purposes.  
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In line with the house is a charming, irregular barn / stable and another small barn similar in size and 
appearance to Waterford barn. The Church buildings stands alongside. The Church uses the house and 
barn as administration offices and they are little altered, although clunky in appearance. 
 

   
 
Inside, a neat wooden staircase and balustrade climbs to the twisty upstairs where it is extremely hot 
owing to the thatch. 
 
EVENTS 

Heritage Association of South Africa: Symposium 

After a break due to Covid, HASA (https://heritagesa.org/) held its annual meeting in Swellendam in 

October 2021, hosted by the Swellendam Historic Association (which also celebrated its 40th year of 

existence). The theme was ‘Overberg Potjie, the heritage, stories and people of Swellendam’. The 

weekend was attended by members from all over South Africa, taking the welcome opportunity to 

travel and to meet up with colleagues and friends. They were treated to a full programme of talks, 

discussions and outings to a wide variety of places (and enjoyed superb catering). 

Several VASSA members attended and/or participated in the symposium. Judy Maguire spoke about 

problems of heritage legislation in rural Karoo towns, and Len Raymond illustrated the stylistic origins 

and developments of Overberg furniture, particularly chairs. We were welcomed by Rupert and Alida 

Erskine at their home, Auld House, for sherry before dinner. John Rennie and Antonia Malan were 

honoured to receive gold medals in recognition of their contributions to promoting and conserving 

the heritage resources of South Africa, in the field of architecture and historical archaeology 

respectively, and for “having gone far beyond the call of professional duty …” to engage with the wider 

public. 

https://heritagesa.org/
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The ‘Sugar Bridge’ and a railway bridge cross 

the Buffeljags River {photo Roger Fisher 

2018).  

The old bridge dates back to 1852. The piers 

were built of huge sandstone blocks hewn 

from a nearby quarry. Sugar was used in the 

mortar mixture, hence the name. Teak used 

for the superstructure was salvaged from a 

shipwreck, the Robert, which ran aground at 

the mouth of the Lourens River in 1847.  

A concrete causeway was built between the 

bridges to carry trucks hauling huge wind 

energy generator components and this 

caused destructive turbulence during recent 

floods. It is hoped that the damage can be 

repaired to allow pedestrians to cross the 

river between the farms on either side. 

One of the most exciting moments was on our way to lunch at Rotterdam, when the school bus slowly 

but inexorably slid off the track into soft earth above a steep drop. The bus was full of adults squeezed 

into children’s seats. After some mild panicking, it was agreed that the lower side passengers should 

get out, very gently, while the weight of the upper side passengers prevented the bus from tipping 

any further. All went well and we walked the last stretch to the farm werf. By the time lunch was 

finished the bus had been safely towed out by a tractor. 

 
 

 
Left: Antonia Malan and John Rennie receiving gold medals from HASA (photo Twin Mosia). 

Right: A bus incident on the way to Rotterdam (Ian Pretorius in foreground) (photo Antonia Malan). 
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Boek Bedonnerd in Richmond, Northern Cape 

Pat and John Kramer recently travelled to Richmond where Pat did a presentation on the book 

“Hidden Karoo”. They took the opportunity to photograph some of the town’s architecture. 

Die Oude Dak, according to Hans Fransen, was built by Pieter Josua Haarhoff as early as 1846, three 

years after the founding of Richmond. The interior is still well preserved with yellowwood ceilings. The 
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stable (on the right of the photograph) still has the yellowwood mangers. The owners obviously love 

bright colours - when we saw this house a few years ago, it was painted a bright turquoise colour. 

The water furrow in Richmond has fallen into disuse and although there are rumours about getting it 

running again, there is, in fact, no water. In Prince Albert, on the other hand, the furrows are well 

maintained - note the plates which direct the water from one furrow to another.  

Some of the buildings have made use of vernacular bricks produced by Trevor Snyders (see previous 

newsletter). The wall of this house features three philosophical questions. 
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Robin Ellis recently celebrated her 100th birthday. Congratulations, Robin! 

Photographs of Robin and Marion Ellis by Pat Kramer. 

Robin’s daughter, Marion writes the following: 

Born in India in 1921 to an English mother and Italian father. Brought up in Florence in a period 

gorgeously depicted in the film ‘’Tea with Mussolini”, where some indomitable characters blend their 

British sensibilities with their love of Italian art and culture. Her mother was one such grande dame, 

and Robin was studying art before being caught up in The Resistance in 1940, because of her strong 

anti-Fascist beliefs to say nothing off her bilingual abilities. 

Brought out to South Africa by Ian, a dashing Allied liberator in 1945, who unwisely deposited her on 

a pineapple farm in the Eastern Cape that she found too far a cry from culture. She cajoled him into 

relocating to Cape Town. 

While her son David and daughter Marion were growing up, she worked in the travel industry, as well 

as devoting energies to setting up the Dante Alighieri Society in the 50’s that fosters the love of Italian 

language and culture. Later she channeled her linguistic abilities into freelance guiding that she did 

with verve into her 80’s. All the while steadfastly supporting Ian in their bedrock 59 years together.  

She still lives in her cottage overlooking a park, though is no longer seen striding independently around 

the Gardens, popping in and out of places, meeting up with all sorts of people. Gregarious would be a 

good word to describe her – as well as gracious.  
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THIS MONTH’S PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
This month we step away from the Gribble Collection and follow the Richmond theme. These two 
photographs are from the Richmond Museum. 

 
 

Nieuwfontein, Richmond district, about 1900. Note the Cape carts - possibly visitors. The cemetery in the distance, the 
little outhouse behind the smaller cottage, the group of people at the vegetable plot and the cattle kraals topped with 

stones placed vertically. 
 

 
 

Wortelfontein, district Richmond dated between 1900 and 1910.  This farm had a rather elaborate gabled farmhouse with 
a kitchen attached at the side. 

 
 

 
Compiled by Pat Kramer & edited by Antonia Malan - publications@vassa.org.za. 
The Vernacular Architecture Society is not responsible for errors or opinions in this Newsletter. 
Please do not reproduce the images without permission. 


