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REPORBACKONRECENEVENTS

A fairly large audienceturned out on a frosty eveningto hear Gareth Nolan discusshis thesison
McGregorin which he setout to explainthat a town (in this caseMcGregor)is not merelybuildings
whichwe seetoday, but the placehasdepth whichis expressedn LJS 2 Liel&iéhahipsto various
elements.Not only buildings,but trees,gardensgtc. all addto the senseof place.Thissenseof place
shouldbe appliedto anyheritageenvironment.

e

McGregor(https://www.rogerandpatdelaharpe.com/Blog/McGregiVesternCapeSouthAfrica).

Theoutingto the carillonat the City Hallwasa fantasticexperiencefor all who attended.A carillonis
& Ipitched percussioninstrumentthat is playedwith a1 S & 6 2 SoM#&Rrép® pulling, which most
were probablyexpecting! AlexiosVicatosexplainedhow he repairedthe bellswhich had lain silent
for manyyearsandthen treatedusto three veryloud performanceqthe 34 bellswere situatedright
aboveout heads). Thebellswere installedoriginallyto commemoratethe livesof the fallenin the
FirstWorld War- andAlexiossethimselfthe taskof not only repairingthe bells,but of learningto play
them, by the 100thanniversaryof the end of WWI. Alexioshasalsorepairedthe City Hallclockwhich
hadfalleninto disrepairand somebrave soulsclimbedup to the clock,whichwas,apparently,very
impressive.

Alexiosthen playedus out of the building so that the soundof the bellsfollowed us all the way to
Mullers Optometristin ShortmarketStreet.Unfortunately,we only discoveredhe charmingmuseum
on the 4th floor after manyhadleft havingadmiredthe architecturaldetailsof the buildingandthe
old lift.
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Left: AlexiosVicatosplaysthe carillonbellsin the CityHall. Right:Muller family relicsin their museum.

D! 2 L BANKS

Most peopleassociatehe name GawieFagarwith hisrestorationprojectsthroughoutthe Capethe
biggestand most memorable project being the rebuilding of ChurchStreetin Tulbaghafter the
earthquakein 1969which causedso muchdamage particularlyto buildingsconstructedusingmud
bricks.

However,in the earlier part of his career,for 12 yearsduringthe 1950sandthe early 1960s,Gawie
workedasthe residentarchitectfor VolkskaBank(now absorbedoy ABSA}lesigningandoverseeing
the constructionof over50banksin ruraltowns. Thesebuildingsare now over halfacentury old and

still look modernalthoughmanyare now longerbanks.

ProfessorArthur BarkerdescribesC | 3 lwgtkpad NB 3 Argoyed andc@nbe describedasaWy S 6 Q
architecture that mediatesbetween a love of the Capevernacular,functional requirements, site
responsesainda Modern MovementarchitecturalS R dzOlF G A 2 y ® ¢

In designingthese small rural banks Faganhas attempted to incorporate somethingof the local
conditions. For example,the Willowmore building is provided with good shade,the Ladybrand
building hasusedsandstonevhichiswidespreadandtypicalfor the area,while the bankin Sutherland
hadto be skillfullyfitted into an existinghistoricalbuilding.
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CradockWilliam Martinson2016). LadybrandRogerrFisher2023.



Villiers(Paulvander Merwe 2015. Willowmore (GeraldHumphrey2014).

OUTALAPPIES

OutaLappiesafamousfigurein PrinceAlbert andbeyond,andwho also
hadafair amountof coveragen variousmagazinesyaswhat onecould
calla W@ S NI/ LIS tigh BHIBs€d anything he could find in his
surroundinggo cloth himselfand createhis art - usuallywith a strong
environmentalmessage The Museumin PrinceAlbert hasdevoted a
wholeroomto anexhibitionof hiswork - createdby LizelleKruger- and
whatanamazingsightit is- a colourfultribute to a personwho livedlife
on hisown terms.

JudyMaguiretook Johnand| to meet him yearsagowhenhe hadcome
down from the tree in which he had beenliving and movedinto a tiny




houseat PrinceAlbert Road- an ex-railwayshouse.It was packedwith detritus that he intendedto
makeuseof. We took milk for hismanycatsandwhenwe left he presseda pieceof hisart on eachof
us. I wasreluctantto takeit, ashe soldtheseto buyfood, but Judysaidhe would be upsetif we did
not. | think of this unlikely characterevery day when | pull up my bedroomwindow blinds, asthe
piece is balancedon awindow frameto let the sunshinethroughit.

] |
Outa Lappies (Jan ils(:hoeman) was born on 29
July 1927 between , aarstroom and
Willowmore.

He lived and wor’ in Prince Albert,
Klaarstroom, Willowmore, Oudtshoorn,
Merweville, Fraserburg, Cape Town and Prince
Albert Road/Station.

He was a builder, an artist making sculpture

and

children to recycle and to collect disca

cloth and named them his Chapters. H
items for his sculptures. fi

Imagesfrom the OutaLappiesRoomin the PrinceAlbert Museum(photosJohnKramer)

THEARTODFANARTCRITIC

Afascinatindittle storyaboutCapeTownsocietyin Decemberl852 takenfrom a collectionof letters
written by MissRutherfoordand publishedunderthe title In Mid VictorianCapeTown:Lettersfrom
MissRutherfoordand edited by JoyceMurray. The Rutherfoordslived in a housecalledClanFergael
onwhatis now StationRoadin Mowbray.

GilbertMcDougallanarchitectoriginallyfrom ScotlandandLondonmovedto SAfor histuberculosis.
Hemotivatedthe first exhibitionof fine art in SouthAfricaandwasSecretaryto this exhibitionheldin
1851,aresponseto the GreatExhibitionthen beingheld in London.Theexhibitionwasdisplayedat



