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REPORT-BACK ON RECENT EVENTS  

A fairly large audience turned out on a frosty evening to hear Gareth Nolan discuss his thesis on 

McGregor in which he set out to explain that a town (in this case McGregor) is not merely buildings 

which we see today, but the place has depth which is expressed in ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ relationships to various 

elements. Not only buildings, but trees, gardens, etc. all add to the sense of place. This sense of place 

should be applied to any heritage environment.  

 

McGregor (https://www.rogerandpatdelaharpe.com/Blog/McGregor-Western-Cape-South-Africa). 

The outing to the carillon at the City Hall was a fantastic experience for all who attended. A carillon is 

άŀ pitched percussion instrument that is played with a ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘέΦ So, no rope pulling, which most 

were probably expecting!  Alexios Vicatos explained how he repaired the bells which had lain silent 

for many years and then treated us to three very loud performances (the 34 bells were situated right 

above out heads).  The bells were installed originally to commemorate the lives of the fallen in the 

First World War - and Alexios set himself the task of not only repairing the bells, but of learning to play 

them, by the 100th anniversary of the end of WWI. Alexios has also repaired the City Hall clock which 

had fallen into disrepair and some brave souls climbed up to the clock, which was, apparently, very 

impressive. 

Alexios then played us out of the building so that the sound of the bells followed us all the way to 

Mullers Optometrist in Shortmarket Street. Unfortunately, we only discovered the charming museum 

on the 4th floor after many had left having admired the architectural details of the building and the 

old lift. 
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Left: Alexios Vicatos plays the carillon bells in the City Hall.  Right: Muller family relics in their museum. 

D!²L9Ω{ BANKS 

Most people associate the name Gawie Fagan with his restoration projects throughout the Cape, the 

biggest and most memorable project being the rebuilding of Church Street in Tulbagh after the 

earthquake in 1969 which caused so much damage, particularly to buildings constructed using mud 

bricks. 

However, in the earlier part of his career, for 12 years during the 1950s and the early 1960s, Gawie 

worked as the resident architect for Volkskas Bank (now absorbed by ABSA) designing and overseeing 

the construction of over 50 banks in rural towns.  These buildings are now over half a century old and 

still look modern although many are now longer banks. 

Professor Arthur Barker describes CŀƎŀƴΩǎ work as άǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ rooted and can be described as a ΨƴŜǿΩ 

architecture that mediates between a love of the Cape vernacular, functional requirements, site 

responses and a Modern Movement architectural ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

In designing these small rural banks Fagan has attempted to incorporate something of the local 

conditions. For example, the Willowmore building is provided with good shade, the Ladybrand 

building has used sandstone which is widespread and typical for the area, while the bank in Sutherland 

had to be skillfully fitted into an existing historical building.  

   
Cradock (William Martinson 2016).  Ladybrand (Roger Fisher 2023). 
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Memel (Nicholas Clarke 2018).   Napier (William Martinson 2022). 

   
Smithfield (William Martinson 2017).   Sutherland (Hans Viljoen 2022). 

   
Villiers (Paul van der Merwe 2015).   Willowmore (Gerald Humphrey 2014). 

 

OUTA LAPPIES 

Outa Lappies, a famous figure in Prince Albert and beyond, and who also 

had a fair amount of coverage in various magazines, was what one could 

call a ΨǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩΦ  He used anything he could find in his 

surroundings to cloth himself and create his art - usually with a strong 

environmental message. The Museum in Prince Albert has devoted a 

whole room to an exhibition of his work - created by Lizelle Kruger - and 

what an amazing sight it is - a colourful tribute to a person who lived life 

on his own terms.  

Judy Maguire took John and I to meet him years ago when he had come 

down from the tree in which he had been living and moved into a tiny 
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house at Prince Albert Road - an ex-railways house. It was packed with detritus that he intended to 

make use of. We took milk for his many cats and when we left he pressed a piece of his art on each of 

us.  I was reluctant to take it, as he sold these to buy food, but Judy said he would be upset if we did 

not.  I think of this unlikely character every day when I pull up my bedroom window blinds, as the 

piece is balanced on a window frame to let the sun shine through it. 

   

   

Images from the Outa Lappies Room in the Prince Albert Museum (photos John Kramer). 

 

THE ΨARTΩ OF AN ART CRITIC 

A fascinating little story about Cape Town society in December 1852, taken from a collection of letters 

written by Miss Rutherfoord and published under the title In Mid Victorian Cape Town: Letters from 

Miss Rutherfoord and edited by Joyce Murray. The Rutherfoords lived in a house called Clan Fergael 

on what is now Station Road in Mowbray. 

Gilbert McDougall, an architect originally from Scotland and London, moved to SA for his tuberculosis. 

He motivated the first exhibition of fine art in South Africa and was Secretary to this exhibition held in 

1851, a response to the Great Exhibition then being held in London. The exhibition was displayed at 


