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Namies: the history of an abandoned settlementin
Bushmanland, South Africa

Lita Webley and Jayson Orton

Introduction

The ruins of Namies, a settlement set against the lower slopes of the Namies Mountains, some 40km
south-west of Pofadder and 28km south of Pella in Bushmanland, has a history which extends beyond
the nomadic trekboers of the late 19th century into an earlier past of a San massacre recorded by Louis
Anthing, the Resident Magistrate of Springbok in the mid-19th century. This article summarizes the
archival records on Namies, provides a brief outline of the development of the settlement and its
subsequent decline with a map and photographic record of its ruins.

Origins of the name

Namies is variously spelled as Namees and Nammies in historic accounts and is derived from a
Khoekhoen place name. According to Nienaber & Raper (1977) the earliest written reference to the village
is /Namis and dates to 1872. Since the adjoining farm is Vogelstruis Hoek, they speculate that the origins
of the name may lie in the Nama word for ostrich, namely /ami (or in Korana as /kammie). However, Van
Vreeden (1961) believed this was the original location where the first trekboers made “skepputjies” (little
wells) amongst the granite rocks. His interpretation is “water between the rocks; plentiful water; good
water”. The Nama //gami for water, becoming Namies. There is therefore no definitive interpretation of
the word, but we know that Namies was an important centre for the trade in ostrich feathers in the late
19" century and developed because of its fountains.

Location

In 1847, the borders of the Cape Colony were extended to the Orange River and Bushmanland became
Crown Land, utilised as communal grazing by the trekboers and Basters (Amschwand 2017). Although
technically, up until this point, the area had been declared a ‘reserve’ for the San (in terms of the
Macartney Proclamation of 1798), Amschwand (2017) points out that colonists frequently crossed the
border to huntin Bushmanland, in competition with the hunter-gatherer groups, the last remnants of the
/Xam Bushmen.

The boundaries of Bushmanland, also called the Dorsland by van der Merwe (1947) are difficult to define.
It consists of a flat plateau characterised by natural depressions called ‘vleis’ (or pans) which fill with
water after the summer rains. Since the rainfall is very low, most of the vleis only contain water for a few
weeks of the year. Van der Merwe (1947) explains that there were a number of gravel roads and tracks
which crossed Bushmanland, and many of these are shown in early 19th century maps. When travelling
from Namaqualand, Namies was the “first oasis in the desert”, a distance of some 115 km to the east from
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the last water point at Gamoep (Figure 1). Since there was no reliable standing source of water, this area
remained Crown land for considerably longer than other areas.’

Figure 1:  Extract from 1:50 000 map Namies, showing that the farms Namies North and Namies South are located
on a tributary of the Orange River.
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Located to the north-west, Pella has a much longer history of European settlement than Namies as it was
established by the London Missionary Society in 1813. However, it was subsequently occupied and

abandoned on a number of occasions during the first half of the 19th century due to the unstable
conditions beyond the frontier.

! The history of Crown land development is outlined by Amschwand (2017). It could be leased under the Crown Lands Act,
introduced in 1864, for periods up to 21 years. In 1867, the Colonial government passed the Crown Pastures License Act (Act No.
12 of 1867) which forced farmers who wanted to pasture their livestock on Crown lands, to obtain a license (Strauss 1979:34).
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Figure 2:  Surveyor General Map of 1895 - showing the location of Namies south (in red) and Namies north (in
green). They are located to the south of the Roman Catholic mission station of Pella. Note the position of Namies
Kop, Namies Poort and the adjoining farm of Vogelstruis Hoek. ‘Gams Berg (Gamsberg) and Aggeneys are located

to the north-west.
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Figure 3:  Extract from the topocadastral Map Bushmanland (Talbot. BML. 68.6.2. (666) (D)) circa 1900. Namies
North is indicated in blue and Namies South in green. The settlement developed more or less on the boundary
between the two farms. Note Pella (28km to the north) and Pofadder (40km to the north-east).
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Namies is shown on early maps as a fountain near the low-lying eastern foothills of the Namies Mountains
(Eksteen 2012). According to the Surveyor General map of 1895 (Figure 2) it consists of Namies North No
146 and Namies South No 212 and there is also a Namieskop and Namies Poort.The trekboer settlement
was established on Namies South which is located close to the main gravel road which crossed
Bushmanland and connected it to Springbok (Figure 3) during the latter half of the 19th century. Namies
North was originally situated within the Division of Kenhardt and the field cornetcy of Pella, although the
latter was changed to Zeekoe. Namies South fell within the Division of Kenhardt, with the field cornetcy
initially reflected as Pella. Later, according to Eksteen (2012) there was some confusion about whether
Namies South fell into the Division of Namaqualand or Kenhardt? Subsequently, Namies North was
changed to Onder-Namies and Namies South became Namies. It was established that the boundary
between the Kenhardt and Namaqualand Divisions, ran between Namies South and Namies North -
complicating administrative matters (Eksteen 2012).

The San

There are many accounts which refer to the mountain of Tgaams/Gamsberg as the last stronghold of the
Bushmanland San. According to these oral records, remnant groups and individuals took shelter in the
basin of the mountain in the 1870s, where they were eventually wiped out by commando raids. However,
prior to this, Findlay (1977) recounts how a letter had arrived at the office of the Attorney-General in Cape
Town from Louis Anthing, the Resident Magistrate in Springbokfontein (Springbok), dated 13 September
1861 in which Anthing reported on a statement made by a certain Jacob Fluik. Fluik, he reported, was a
‘Bushman’ formerly in the employ of a coloured farmer. Fluik told Anthing that many of his countrymen,
among them several of his relations, had been killed by border farmers. According to Findlay (1977)
“Anthing decided to follow up on the case and examined ‘Ou Booi’, a witness Fluik had recommended.
Ou Booi reported that they had been killed by a large commando headed by Van Neel (a Khoi/Coloured),
a Corporal of Pella”. Anthing set off in 1862. “Ou Booi, took him to Namies, the place south of Pella where
Ou Booi’s uncle, Oumaap, together with his wife and his children, had been killed by a commando
comprised of “Bastards?, Europeans and their Hottentot servants”® (De Prada-Samper 2012:178-179).

One witness who Anthing interviewed recounted the following story, which he said took place at Namies,
in Western Bushmanland:

“They surrounded the place during the night, spying the Bushman’s fires. At daybreak the firing
commenced, and it lasted until the sun was up a little way. The commando party loaded and fired, and
reloaded many times before they had finished. A great many people (women and children) were killed
that day. The men were absent. Only a few children escaped and were distributed amongst the people
composing the commando. The women threw up their arms, crying for mercy, but no mercy was shown
them. Great sin was perpetuated that day. | was taken by my master to hold his horses. | did not join in
the shooting. I had no gun”.*

2 Bastaards/Bastard (Afrikaans: Baster) is a term used during the 19t century to refer to a person of mixed European and
Khoekhoen descent. The term “Bastaard-Hottentot” was used to describe the children of a union between slaves and
Khoekhoen/San.

3 CA, 1/SBK 5/2/1: Louis Anthing to the Attorney General, page 5.

4A39-"63.P.10.
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“He took the magistrate to the site where his wife, his child and his uncle had been killed and Anthing
found human bones” (Findlay 1977: 30).

Anthing used the depositions collected from Ou Booi and Fluik to motivate to the attorney-general,
William Porter, for the establishment of a magistracy at Kenhardt in 1863, a request refused but
implemented five years later.

Establishment of the Trekboer settlement of Namies

It is not known when Namies was first visited on a seasonal basis by itinerant pastoralist or trekboer
families. Itis not shown on the 1850 map by Tallis which includes Pella, the landmark t’Kams (Gamsberg)
and the Kaabas/Carlisle Mountains to the north of the official boundary of the Colony. Neither is it on the
1858 map by Robert Moffat which also includes Pella and Gams (Source: Schaeffer 2008: facing page 38).
It is possible that it was relatively unknown at this time, or that the wells (which enabled the site to be
inhabited) were sunk at a later date.

We know, however, that Namies became an important stop over for the trekboers to and from
Namaqualand during the late 19th century. The fountain provided the last water before the traveller
covered the plains of Bushmanland to Gamoep, some 115 km to the south-west. According to Scully
(1898): “the spot known as Namies is marked by a few stony, irregular kopjes which lie like a small
archipelago in the ocean-like waste of the Bushmanland Desert”. The kopjes comprise granite boulders,
“between which grow a few hardy shrubs and koekerbooms (sic)”.

Account by W.C. Scully

Information on the development of the Namies settlement is contained in Eksteen’s (2012) historical
overview of the “Boers and Basters of Bushmanland”. Eksteen based his accounts, in turn, on the archival
sources in the Cape Archives but also on the written accounts of William Charles Scully, who held the
appointments of Civil Commissioner for Namaqualand and Special Magistrate for the Northern Border of
the Cape Colony from 1892-1893.

Scully wrote a number of novels, including a fictional account “Between Sun and Sand, the tale of an
African Desert” (1894 although only published in 1898) set in Namies. This romantic novel includes a cast
of characters which includes: Oom Dik Schalk Hattingh (the assistant field cornet), Nathan and Max
Steinmetz (Jewish traders) and “Gert Gemsbok” (the Korana ‘Hottentot’/San). These individuals appear
to be fictional but there is a tantalising reference to Max, the Jewish trader at Namies, in the account by
W.J. Conradie in 1895 (Schaefer 2008). And Uys (2012) in a discussion on the Jewish smouse (traders) of
Namaqualand, observed that there was a Jewish shop at Namies, leaving the entirely fictional nature of
“Between Sun and Sand” open to discussion.

The character of Gert Gemsbok too appears to have been partly based on a true individual. He is
described in the novel as a Koranna Hottentot who had taken a prominent part in the war which had
broken out on the Northern frontier in 1879. Captured, he had been sentenced to prison at the
Breakwater Convict Station in Cape Town, “but was afterwards transferred to one of the Diamond Mining
Compounds at Kimberley”. After wandering through Bushmanland, Gert and his wife found themselves
living “in a kleft of the kopje” at Namies. A death certificate for a certain Gert Gemsbok (listed as a
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Bushman), who died aged 46 at the Breakwater Convict Station in 1897, suggests that Scully may have
taken inspiration from real individuals who he encountered during his work as a magistrate.

Scully provides an insight into the lifestyle of the trekboers at the Namies fountains®. According to his
account, it was Oom Dik Schalk Hattingh who first set up camp at Namies and stayed until the drought
forced him to move. Apparently “he had never seen a town, or slept in a stone house”, but had trekked
about Bushmanland and had camped at Namies for about 40 years. Hattingh lived in wagon with a hood,
with on either side a mat-house and a square tent (Scully 1898). In addition, it is related in the novel, the
settlement had a “kitchen-scherm”®. Everyone respected his campsite because he was a difficult man
and a man of the law. It was his job to report all crimes to the Special Magistrate and arrest criminals.

About 100 m from Hattingh’s settlement, according to Scully, was a tin shack with a name over the door:
“Nathan Steinmetz - General Dealer7”. This iron shanty was built near the foot of a kopje about 300 yards
from the Hattingh camp. The brothers Nathan and Max, who had arrived from Europe, set up business in
Namies as “smouse” (pedlars) trading in the feathers of the wild ostriches and animal skins. Trade in wild
ostrich feathers was not permitted by the Colonial government (poaching wild ostriches on Crown Land
was against the law)8. The trekboers and the Basters were involved in the ‘illegal’ trade and the feathers
were taken to Namies where the pedlars would provide coffee and sugar in exchange.

Scully also described in great detail the annual springbuck cull where a group of trekboers set off from
Namies to hunt the so-called “trekbokke’ or ‘the springbuck that migrate from one part of the country to
another in seasons of drought’ (Neville 1996:112). The carcasses were brought back to Namies, and the
meat converted into biltong, and the skins pegged out on the ground to dry, then “breyed’ soft, sewn into
mats, and bartered to the pedlars (Dicey 2004). According to Scully, the last great trek of the springbuck
in Bushmanland was in 1892, precipitating his decisions to propose a Bushmanland Game Reserve in
1893. However, the reserve was de-proclaimed in 1919 because so little game remained.

Much of the trade in “piles of hides, jackal-skins and karosses” between the trekboers and pedlars took
place at the annual ‘nagmaal’ (communion of the Dutch Reformed Church). Namies was the centre for
the communion service in Bushmanland. At this period, the closest church and school to Namies was that
of Bowesdorp below the Kamiesberg in Namaqualand, a journey of one and half days by wagon®. The

S Viviers (2008) points out that Scully’s use of the term ‘trekboers’ by the late 19" century is incorrect, and he is really referring
to the general farming community who were living a nomadic existence in the Northern Cape at this time.

% In Namagqualand this is characterised as a semi-circular, open shelter made of local bushes.

"The surname Steinmetz occurs in the records of the Cape Archives, but there is no reference to a Nathan or Max Steinmetz or
any Steinmetz family members resident at Namies.

8 A Bill for the preservation of wild ostriches in the Cape Colony had been passed in May 1870, stipulating “no person shall kill,
catch, capture, hunt or wound any ostrich, not being domesticated, without having first obtained a licence to kill ostriches”
but this would have been difficult to enforce in Bushmanland.

® An extract from the 1:250 000 map of Pella, surveyed in 1911 as part of the Reconnaissance Surveys of the Cape of Good Hope,
is notincluded here as it shows many of the same elements as Figures 1 and 2. There are numerous roads and tracks which cross
Bushmanland and converge on Namies Zuid and Namies Noord. The key which accompanies the 1911 map, includes some
interesting comments on Namies Zuid. Water is described as “unlimited” in both the wet and dry seasons. Grazing was good in
the wet season but bad in the dry season. Fuel (i.e., firewood) is described as Good. And in addition, in the key are the remarks:
“Twelve Wells”. However, there is a possibility that this comment may have been transposed from Pella itself, as the sketch map
notes that there are twelve springs at Pella.
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trekboers either had to wait for the arrival of the minister or travel to the closest Dutch Reformed Church
at Bowesdorp. This is further discussed by W.J. Conradie below.

Account by W.J. Conradie

In 1895 a young Dutch Reformed minister named W.J. Conradie (Schaefer 2008), newly appointed to his
post at Garies, described his first trip across Bushmanland to attend to his congregation at Namies?®.
After traveling over Zilverfontein and Rietfontein, he set off across Bushmanland, reported that the area
had recently been divided into farms, which would shortly be available for purchase.

On his arrival at Nammies (sic) at around 5pm, he said, they saw the tents of “one of the most isolated
communities in my parish”. He goes onto say: “The elder Jan Visser!?, with his brood of children, has been
living on this farm for many years, grazing his flocks far and wide”. Oom Jan was described as livingin a
tent. In an aside, Conradie refers too to “Max the Jewish trader” which may be a reference to the Max
Steinmetz found in Scully’s ‘fictional’ account?

Jan (Gert) Visser recounted to Conradie how, on returning to his farm on Namies, the “wild Bushmen”
had driven off his stock” and how he and a certain Dippenaar (see further below) followed the
“marauding band across the plains, and between them fought and killed some of the Bushmen in self-
defence when claiming back their rightful property” (Schaefer 2008: 204).

Scully (1898) went onto describe the religious service at Namies, commenting “Namies, if the summer
rains happen to have been copious, is the great assembling place for the Trek-Boers of Bushmanland;in
fact, several dozen camps may be seen grouped around the kopjes in these occasions, and the pastor has
known whatitis to preach there to several hundred souls”. According to Uys (2012) the annual “nagmaal”
gathering in Bushmanland generally took place in March, with the summer rains. The digitised baptism
and wedding registers of the Dutch Reformed Church for Namies confirms that these took place twice a
year, in March and September. We know that the minister set out from Garies in his own well-sprung cart,
while the local farmers provided horses to draw his wagon to the next meeting place. His route changed
every year and was planned in advance, depending on the rainfall or the next source of drinking water.

On his final visit, Conradie noted that his little community at Namies had grown to over a hundred souls.
“For the period of eight years | held Divine Service in the large tent of Mr Visser”. Baptisms and marriages
were held in “Gert Visser’s” tent - as is attested to in the records of the church.

The development of a village

Prior to 1895, large parts of Bushmanland were Crown Land. The earliest accounts of trekboers settling
around Namies, dates to around the 1880’s, according to Van der Merwe (1945). These individuals did not
trek regularly to Namaqualand but tried to stay in Bushmanland throughout the year. They generally only
moved because of drought, and it was generally only the younger folk who moved, with the older

10 “Experiences of a Young Minister in Namaqualand’.

11 The reference to Mr Jan (JN) Visser, the original lessee of Namies South in the archival records, is contradicted in the Church
records which record ‘Gert Visser’.

2 |t is important to point out that one of the early Jewish residents of Kenhardt prior to 1899, was Max Adler, a possible
candidate for the story (Kollenberg 2004).
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members of the community choosing to stay behind. According to Scully, the “Trek-Boers” lived in tents,
a wagon or “mat-houses” which he described as a “form of architecture adopted from the Hottentots.
The latter are constructed of large mats made of rushes strung upon strands of bark or other vegetable
fibre and are stretched over wattles stuck by the large end into the ground in a circle” (Scully 1898).

In November 1889, Jan Visser indicated that he wanted to purchase Namies South as soon as it was
surveyed. In his correspondence, he indicated that he had not squatted on the farm, but had leased it
from the government, and he was of the opinion that he had the first rights to purchase it. He was
concerned that the farm would be auctioned off, and that another farmer would purchase itinstead. His
request was rejected out of hand as he had applied for the land under the wrong Act. He left the matter
but was eventually awarded a further five-year lease for Namies-South. We know from the survey
diagrams, that the farms of Namies North and Namies South were first surveyed in 1895.

In March 1897, a certain A. (Alwyn?) J. Dippenaar, who was living at that time at Namies in his ox wagon,
submitted to the Colonial Government, a petition from the inhabitants of Namies for a grant of land for
the establishment of a church and school. The request was for “us Protestants, belonging to the Dutch
Reformed Church” and the precedent cited in the petition was the school at the Roman Catholic Mission
of Pella. In response, the government asked for the probable numbers of church members and school
children who would require these services. Dippenaar responded that there were 29 members of the
Dutch Reformed Church and 37 children who were attending school on Namies South?3, Moreover, all
they requested of the government was the ground, as money for the labour would be “collected from the
members for the purpose of constructing the work”.

Figure 4: Old photograph, date
unknown, entitled “Alwyn
Dippenaar - Namies”.
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Subsequently it was pointed out that the petition'*was only signed by nine (9) persons, four (4) of whom
belonged to the Roman Catholic Mission at Pella and one by a resident of the Kenhardt Division “so that
properly speaking, there are only four (4) persons interested. Namies is at present under the lease of Mr
Jan (J.N.) Visser, he having leased it on the 14th February 1894 for a period of 5 years. The principal mover
in this matter, Mr A.J. Dippenaar has absolutely no right at Namies and is living there without lease and

13 Cape Archives LND 1/663.
4 The signed petition is missing.
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against the wishes of the present lessee, with whom he is not on very friendly terms. In an interview with
Mr Visser, who came to Springbok two or three weeks, ago he informed me that | was not on any account
to accept the statements of Mr Dippenaar; that the attendance at the school was not more than ten (10)
children and that the idea of erecting buildings for the school and church purposes was simply
monstrous”.

Interestingly, in the schedule of correspondence attached to the letters, there is the following comment:
“C.C. believes that the chief object (of Dippenaar) is to obtain grazing rights in Bushmanland and to
disturb the game”*®, According to W.J. Conradie, the young minister who visited Namies between 1886-
1897, Visser and Dippenaar were brothers-in-law although no evidence of this could be found in the
archival records.

In 1898, the Presbytery of Tulbagh wrote to the Government, pleading for the construction of a school at
Namies, noting that “whereas by the long-continued drought in Namaqualand, many of the white
population have become very poor”. On a visit in September, the Presbytery noted that “we found Mr
Visser had Nammies (sic) on lease for more than 13 years” (i.e. from 1885).

Relations between Visser and Dippenaar continued to worsen and in January 1899, Visser requested the
Commissioner of Namaqualand that the farm Namies should be put up on public auction, so that he was
in the position to purchase it. However, the Surveyor General, was of the opinion that there were many
cases like that of Visser, where improvements had been made to the property by the lessee and that this
did not give them an automatic right of purchase. He suggested that the sale of Namies South should
wait until the visit of the commissioner due to the drought affected area.

Figure 5:  The mud brick (?)
residence of Arnoldus Maas,
wife and children as well as
possible domestic servants
(photograph date unknown).

Another permanent/semi-permanent resident at Namies at this time, was Arnoldus Lourens Maas. Born
on 29 September 1847, he was baptised in Prince Albert, married a Susanna AJHG van den Heever in
Namaqualand in 1871. The birth of his second daughter, Christina is recorded at “Namies, Namakwa” in
1888. In March 1893, his son Gerrit Maas married Johanna Visser (the daughter of Gert Visser) in “the tent

15| ND 1/663.
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of Gert Visser” in Nammies (sic). At the same ceremony, his daughter Maria Magdalena Maas married
Nicolaas Visser (the son of Gert Visser), i.e. a brother and sister, marrying a brother and sister.

Arnoldus Lourens Maass died in Kenhardt in 1931 at the age of 86 years, his place of residence given as
Oubib, the farm immediately to the south of Namies South'é. The Maas (Maass) family continued to have
an association with Namies (see the headstones in the cemetery at Namies). The Visser, Dippenaar and
Maas/Maass families therefore appear to have lived at Namies from the last decade of the 19" century.

In 1904, an assessment of the improvements to the farm Namies South, prior to it being leased, noted
the following improvements effected during the last five years:

1 1 wellwith good supply of water £18.00.00
1 1 cattle trough stone and fencing £05.00.00
1 1dwelling house 4 rooms under zink raaf*® £94.00.00
1 1 wellwith good supply of water £15.10.00

According to Eksteen (2012), British troops visited the Pella Mission Station during the Anglo-Boer war. It
is therefore interesting that Burke (1995) relates that there were approximately 200 Boers at Namies in
1901, a distance of 28km south of Pella. However, no record could be found of this in the archives.

Establishment of Church and School

With the developments around Namies and Pofadder, a certain JH Hofmeyer was sent to investigate the
need for a school and church. His report was generally positive, but a piece of ground had to be selected
for the school. In July 1906, the Surveyor General, Garwood Alston, was requested to go to Namies and
select a piece of ground, preferably around 500 morgen, for the purposes of a school and church. Matters
were complicated by the fact that Namies was partially in the Division of Namaqualand and partially in
the Division of Kenhardt. According to the survey diagram of June 1908, the school erf was located on
Namies-South, up against the boundary fence of Namies North. S.G. 7021/58 shows that the portion of
land was registered in 1910 and vested in three educational trustees (Figures 6 and 7).

The first two female teachers reported for duty in January 1910. In a letter, the teacher claimed that the
school had a right to use the water from the well in front of the boarding school at Namies. This letter, as
Eksteen (2012) notes, confirms that a boarding school already existed on Namies by 1910. But not,
apparently a permanent school, which was held in the church.

The letter goes on: “The buildings (school) should be of granite and lime and should consist of two large
classroom, 30 x 25 feet each with folding doors between them. | believe that a man like Jan Maass would
be quite competent to put up the building at a cost of between £500 and £600”. It was pointed out that

16 M4/1248.
T LDR 180 U376.
18 Corrugated iron roof?
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provision had to be made for a suitable school close to the boarding school, but not on the eastern side
which contained valuable agricultural lands*.

The difficulty of establishing a school at Namies is reflected in ongoing correspondence from 1909. It was
also noted that the Dutch Reformed Church was not permitted to establish a public school on its Namies
property. Schooling had already been provided, for the past several years, on its Church grounds.
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Figure 8: The first school at Namies was
in a tent (date of photograph unknown).

Figure 9: “Namies Skool en Kerksaal”
(Source: Anonymous 1962:9).

In 1912, the Dutch Reformed Church informed the Department of Education that they were no longer able
to run a school in their church and that alternative arrangements had to be made. School inspection
reports suggests that the school closed in 1951. This is consistent with the testimony of the present
landowner of Namies North, Mr Visser, who told us that his brother attended the school until Standard 2
(Grade 4) which would have been about 1951. He also informed us that his brother had attended school
in the church thus suggesting that no actual school building was ever erected. According to Eksteen
(2012) nearby farmers, who had their eyes on the grazing lands at Namies as the church had good grazing
lands, started watering their livestock at the fountains.

Rise of Pofadder and decline of Namies

The history and development of Namies is closely tied to Pofadder, which is only 40 km to the north-east.
Pofadder East and Pofadder West, in the field cornetcy of Zeekoe and the Division of Kenhardt, was first
surveyed by the Surveyor General, Garwood Alston, in 1893. Pofadder West was leased by Mr Corbeau, in
terms of a grazing licence. In 1897 he wrote to the Secretary indicating that he wanted to purchase
Pofadder West. In correspondence, Mr Corbeau claimed that he had been living on Pofadder West for the
last 20 years, and had implemented a number of improvements, including a house. However, his request
was not supported and in 1899, the colonial government indicated that the farms were open to purchase.
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At the same time, plans were made for the establishment of a school on Pofadder West, only 18 miles
from Namies.

In May 1899, a certain JG de Bruyn of Kakamas proposed that a trading centre be established on Pofadder
West as water could be obtained anywhere by digging wells. Also, the grazing was good and he proposed
that it would be an excellent location for the establishment of a town as it was at the location of four
cross roads. In August 1899, the civil commissioner agreed that Pofadder East and Pofadder West could
be auctioned off together on a public auction. Apart from water and wood, it was on the route between
Okiep and Kenhardt and a trading store or shop would be essential. Further land would be set aside for
the police and for an outspan. Corbeau sold his interests to de Bruyn in December 1899. Land was set
aside for the establishment of a town. The decision to build a church in Pofadder in 1916 signalled the
further decline of Namies. Dreyer (1930) notes that already in 1899, a commission of the Dutch Reformed
Church had undertaken a fact-finding mission to Namies but had concluded that Pofadder was their
preference for the church in Bushmanland. The synod of the church decided in 1928 that the official name
of the church should reflect Pofadder rather than Namies.

The ruins of Namies

In 2013, the remainder of the Farm Namies South 212 and Portion 1 of the Farm Vogelstruis Hoek 88 were
surveyed (Orton & Webley 2013) for the construction of the Namies Wind Energy Facility.

Figure 10: The location of the heritage sites recorded during the 2013 survey. It shows that the pre-colonial remains
concentrated to the east of the road, the historic settlement (to the west) as well as the agricultural lands of the
boarding school (to the south) were all placed to make use of the periodic flows of the stream, a tributary of the
Orange River.
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Although not a comprehensive survey, the archaeologists did record scatters of pre-colonial artefacts
and numerous grooves in the granite bedrock particularly in those areas situated near the dry riverbed.
The biggest concentration was recorded to the east of the settlement (Figure 10) and consisted of
bedrock exposures with shallow grinding grooves. A small artefact scatter, consisting of lithics in quartz,
silcrete and hornfels as well as pottery, ostrich eggshell, bone, tin, glass and refined earthenware was
recorded in a small shelter. These observations are important in linking the settlement to the pre-1890
settlement by hunter-gatherer and pastoralist groups.

Numerous other features also linked to the trekboer settlement (ruined buildings, kraals, stone walling,
ash heaps, wells, etc.) were also noted and described below.

Figure 11: Potsherds on the left, and an upper grindstone on the right.

T
T

Church

A T-shaped church with stone foundations and mud brick walls as illustrated (Figures 9 and 13). Cement
plaster and a limewash had been applied to the outside. The outside walls are stippled with smooth detail
around the doors, windows and corners. The cement plasterinside the church had been coloured brown.
A cluster of blue gums trees were planted in a square around the church and there are two parallel stone
alignments, possibly a pathway, which lead to the church.
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Figure 13: The ruin of the church building at NMS2013/018 (point 194) which also served as the school.

Dwellings / structures

The ruined structures in Namies were mostly built from mud bricks placed over stone foundations,
although in one instance a building had stone to a height of 1.5m. Due to their relatively recent age (late
19th and early 20th century), many had modern cement on their outer walls. However, the use of mud-
bricks and mud mortar indicate a traditional construction style widely used across western South Africa.
Cement was very scarce in South Africa before 1920 when local production started. In the case of
structures built after this time the cement may have been applied to the outside only because it was
costly to acquire. Earlier structures probably had mud mortar on their exterior surfaces and once cement
became available it may have been applied to replace the mud mortar which could have been degrading
with age and exposure to the elements. Not knowing the age of the structures makes it difficult to
ascertain this, but the latter scenario seems more likely. There was some evidence of lime wash on inside
walls.

Figure 14: Buildings close to the date palm (Site 166) (left) and Site 163 (right). Note the brown plaster work.
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Figure 15: Site N0O5, illustrating the stone base and mud brick walls, plastered on the outside with cement which is
now peeling off (left); and Site 164 (right.

Today the majority of ruins have nothing besides stone and bricks visible and other materials (joinery,
roofing, etc.) may well have been stripped and reused elsewhere. Some of these mud brick dwellings
consisted of several rooms. One such building contained interior wall cupboards.

Ash Heaps

A number of ash/rubbish dumps were located within the village area. These would relate to specific
houses/dwelling area and are places where ash and general refuse was discarded, i.e. there was no
communal dump. The majority of the material on these dumps might well be less than 100 years of age
and thus not protected by the NHRA, but, given that the area seems to have been used in a less formal
manner prior to the construction of houses, it is possible that some older and thus legally protected
archaeological resources might be present.

Figure 16: Artefacts from NMS2013/002 (point 180). Note the lined school slates at top left. The fragment on the
right with the branches of a tree are from the commemoration of the Great Trek in 1938.

12 3 486673

Amongst the ash, such dumps typically contained broken glass, broken ceramic items (plates, cups, etc.),
tin cans, lined school slates and school pencils (mostly black but one white one was noted). One dateable
item was a saucer with the words “MADE IN OCCUPIED JAPAN” on the underside. This inscription
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indicates that the piece was made between 1945 and 1952 and that it was dumped at Namies at some
later date. A fragment of a Great Trek commemorative bowl indicates manufacture around 1938,
providing a further date for occupation of the village.

Boarding School

The boarding school is of brick, painted cream, and under a corrugated iron roof (painted green). It is in
good condition, although abandoned, with wooden window frames and doors (painted brown). The
original older core is a U-shape with two gables facing northward. There is evidence of a garden under
irrigation furrows and leiwater (which can also be seen on Google Earth). To the west of the building is an
addition, also under corrugated iron, consisting of two large rooms (dormitories?) with wooden floors.

Figure 17: The front of the Namies school boarding house at NMS2013/022. The new wing extends to the right.

Figure 18: The rear of the Namies school boarding house at NMS2013/022. The new wing extends to the left.

Kraals and stone walling

The most complete kraal, and still visible on Google Earth, was made of two skins of unshaped stone with
rubble fill. The thick dung layer insider suggests that it had been used up to contemporary times. Some
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kraals were triangular in shape with added features which suggested they were for the dipping of
livestock. Others were of a circular shape and more informal.

Stone walling was recorded in many areas. In some cases, the walling, incorporating natural features like
large boulders, formed semi-circles which could represent lamb kraals. It was not always clear whether
the walling formed part of kraals, or possibly even along the river to prevent flooding of the houses during
heavy rains.

There is also a well-constructed stone kraal, about 10m by 10m in dimension, with wooden entrance
poles near to the boarding school, and this structure may be date to the 21st century.

Figure 19: A large stone kraal at Site 171-174.

Cemeteries

There are three cemeteries at Namies which we were able to locate. One is situated in close proximity to
the school boarding house (130m to its west), while the other two occur alongside one another 600m to
the west of the boarding house. The first, at NMS2013/004, is located precariously between a dam, a road
and ariver. It consists of 15 graves oriented east-west in two primary rows approximately 18 m apart from
one another. All are stone packed and have no formal headstones.
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Figure 21: The fenced graveyard (left) and schematic illustration (right). It is 22 m by 22 m in size. Light = stone-
packed. Dark = formalised.
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One of the graveyards to the west is fenced and is presumed to be the ‘European’ graveyard (Figure 19).
It contains both formal graves with headstones as well as less formal stone-packed graves. The graves
with dated headstones indicate births/deaths in 1923/1923 (van der Westhuizen), 1936/1936 (Maass),
1914/1979 and 1913/1987 (Maass), the last two in a double grave. Fourteen people were buried here.

The second graveyard is unfenced and lies just north of the fenced one. All its graves are in a less formal
configuration with some being stone-packed and others merely marked with head and foot stones. This
graveyard has approximately 25 graves. Sadly, this latter graveyard has been badly damaged by
burrowing animals.

In all the three graveyards represent at least 54 deaths. Only two appear to be recent and the rest
presumably date to the period of occupation of the village.

Memorials

Figure 22: The memorial on the approach to Namies which reads, “At this place, in 1949, a stone beacon was
erected by the Rapportryers on their commando trek to the inauguration of the Voortrekker Monument. The
current permanent structure was formally opened during the visit by the symbolic wagon on the General Manie
Maritz route on 22 October 1985”.
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Wells

We were able to identify three wells during our survey. One well consisted of a stone-lined pit now filled
with river sand. Another well consisted of a hole in the soft sands near a riverbed, with evidence for a
stone-packed berm. There was a large palm tree nearby which suggested an important landmark. We
know from W.J. Conradie, the minister from Garies (1909 in Schaeffer 2008), that there was more than
one water hole.

Figure 23: The well at the palm.

Conclusion

W.C. Scully (1898) established a game reserve of 170 000 morgen in Bushmanland in 1893. However, as
Van der Merwe (1947) explains, this was impossible to police and the farmers continued to hunt the
gemsbok and springbok until there were none left. In 1908, Surveyors Leipoldt and Krapohl commenced
their survey of Bushmanland (Green 1948), to be followed by Muller and Watermeyer. As the land was
surveyed, so the government distributed it. Most of the Bushmanland farms were sold between 1907 and
1920. In 1919, the Provincial Administration waived its rights on the game reserve and transferred the
land to the Department of Lands. It was eventually distributed to farmers as well. Namies did not
immediately decline into obscurity. The boarding school continued to serve the community well into the
first half of the 20th century, and the recent gravestones in the cemetery testify to community links with
the now ruined settlement.

The establishment of the Namies Wind Farm has memorialised the name of the now abandoned, late
19th century settlement.
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