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TURNING 60 — Cause to Celebrate

VASSA was founded in 1964, as a result of interest in folk buildings stimulated by
a course at the University of Cape Town Summer School, led by Dr James Walton.
In 2024, UCT’s Summer School followed our footsteps, and offered three talks

on The Significance of Vernacular Architecture
Vernacular Architecture in the 215 century — Adapting to change through re-use
Kookskerm to Kombuis — The adaptation of the hearth in corbelled buildings in the Karroo

Voices of the Past — Considering the role of oral histories in understanding the landscape
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FEBRUARY

Talk: Jenny Whittle
On her research
locating the
positions of the
original Cape farms
via historical maps

Outing: Three farms which lie just off the N1 en route to Paarl
De Meye, Muldersvlei and Joostenberg.




MARCH
Talk: The influence of Egyptian Architecture on the local
architecture of the Cape —Andre van Graan

Outing: Historic areas in The Waterfront : The Breakwater
area, The Time Ball — Leslie Cox




APRIL Talk

Architecture and Cultural Hybridity in Eighteenth-Century Pondicherry
Professor Gauvin Alexander Bailey
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Facane pv Gorveryement ok Poxnicuery

Jean-Louis Champia de Fonbrun, Pondicherry, facade of the Government House of Pondicherry, ca 1752.



APRIL Outing: Glen Dirk
— Andre van Graan & Trevor Thorold




MAY Outing — Andre van Graan E: = ;: '
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Lower Kenilworth Walkabout: In search of the Arts & o
Crafts tradition in Cape Town domestic architecture




JUNE

Talk:

The impact of the Arts & Crafts
Movement on South African
architecture

— Andre van Graan

Outing:

The Porter Estate
in Tokai — Antonia Malan
& Alex Dodge
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JULY

Outing: Zorgvliet Homestead, Oranjezicht
Plus Additional Walkabout of Long Street

- Nicolette Duckham
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AUGUST
Talk by Paddy Attwell

The Constantia-Tokai Valley:

Where Nature meets Humankind

The importance of trees in the cultural landscape,
mainly in the Constantia/Tokai valley
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Constantia’s Forgotten Farms

John Comnell and his co-suthor

Stephen D'Alton have done

research inta the history of farms

in tho lower Constantia Area,

starting from the four large

farms, Weltevreden,

Schildpadvlei, Timous Hall

and Hauptville, as well as

some adjacent farms. While

these date back to the early

18005, there were later

subdivisions Into a number of smaller farms, What Is somewhat
surprising is that some 30 farm homesteads still exist, and these were
tracked down from their early survey diagrams and from aerial
photographs from the 19405, at which time the entire aroa was still
under vines everywhore! The farmhouses found lie between
Spaanschemat River Road and Boundary Road, from Constantia
Main Road down to Bergvliet. And Stephen's grandparents actually
owned Hauptville.



SEPTEMBER

Talk: Roshan Bhurta

Preserving History: Spatial Documentation of Heritage Sites through the lens of
Mostert's Mill and other sites

House of Wonders (Beit-al-Ajaib) Oblique View (Section NW-SE, Textured)
Stone Town, Zanzibar




SEPTEMBER WEEKEND AWAY - Yvonne Reynolds
The Upper Breede River Valley and Warm Bokkeveld
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NOVEMBER Talk

WUPPERTHAL
Graham Jacobs &
John Wilson-Harris

Two different perspectives
on the projects to repair the
damage caused by a fire in
in the Cedarberg in 2018




OCTOBER Outing

VILLIERSDORP
Viccie le Roux



NOVEMBER

Talk by
Barry Gasson

THE CAPE
TOWN PIER




NOVEMBER
Outing

GLENELLY &
IDAS VALLEY




Jim Hislop Admin

Unauthorised removal of plaster reported to Heritage Western Cape some months
ago. They placed a cease works order on the renovations as far as | know. And now
here it sits in this state as winter comes. | don’'t know what the current status is. But
unfortunately not many people can afford the required heritage consultants, and
correct materials, etc, when repairing a building of great age such as this, and so
some owners just try to do their own maintenance without going through the correct
process. The system is unfortunately flawed. The building forms part of the

apart from the Bokaap Museum, there are two other houses that date from the same
era, also part of Waalendorp, that are incorporated into more modern fabric. One is
also in a dire state. This house is the second last remaining 18th century wavy
parapet building in Cape Town. It is not a provincial heritage site to my knowledge,
but should be.

Development proposal for the Oude Molen precinct.
Image from the Visual Impact Assessment prepared by David Gibbs.




A VISIT TO THE JAMES WALTON ARCHIVE , SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, STELLENBOSCH UNI
BY JAMES WALTON’S FAMILY - Jennifer Trewin, his granddaughter, and her family and
father, George Todd, along with select Vernaccers

Marieta Buys & Busi Mofu laid out some material from the James Walton archives —

a treasure trove of research, graphics, publications and
correspondence , prompting
the question: “Where did he
find the time for all this work?”
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PEOPLE

Jos Baker, whose name
will be forever linked to
Klein Zoar, Brooklyn
passed away in April.

She always wanted to die
in her home and I'm glad

her wish was granted.

Thanks to those members

of this Facebook group
who donated & bought
copies of her book,
Preserving a House.

- Tribute by Jim Hislop
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25th
anniversary

MEMBERS of the Ver-
| nacular Architectursl
| Society of SA celebrated
| hoir 25th anniversary
wt o dinner at the Cilg
and Civil Service Clul
e e 120 di

Al ers
were 12 of the founder
members including Dr
| James Walton, the
society’s hoporary life
president.

The Vemncular Archi-
tecture Sociely was
formed m Febrawry 1964
by those wha had at-
sended a UCT Sommer
School course on archi-
recture and wanted to
pursuc their interest
further,

There are two main
sspects of the society's
work: Pducational {pro-
moting interest in the
vermacular, le local
stchitecture of South
Africa, as well as that of
other countries) and
recording (compiling
records - mainly to-
graphic - of sigmificant
buildings and  aress.
Buillings under threat of
demoli are of parti -
cular concem).

Monthly meetings are
held at the Athenacum,
usually taking the form
of slide lectures by
guest spoakers,

There is also a_month-
1y outing on a Saturday
w0 inspect & building or
other place of interast
Especially popular are
the occug'oml wookend
outings.

these was
amall i

malely 250 members
Honorary life members
melude. Dr Walion, Mr
and Mrs Gawie Fagan,
Mr and Mrs Hugh Floyd,
Ms Dirk Visser (recently
appointed vice-chair.
), Mt Revel
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The most recent of S
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At the Vernacular Architeciure Socig
dinner at tha Clty and Civil Service c,,,{
on Friday 2 June wara honorary |ife
president Dr James Walton with chairman
Joanna Marx at the microphone ang
Halon Binckes.
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A planned H-shaped Caps Dutch houss
birthday cake proved too ambitious and
seen hera with the three replacement
cakes are (from lefl): Sue enderson,

Annette Foster and Joy Saxon, members
of the sub-committee.

OFTEN IT IS REQUIRED 1O
HAVE YOUR DOOR R

W BUT SECLRE THERZRY
VENTILATION OR MAYBE ACCESS
“FOR YOUR CAT OR SMALL DOG

THE P-BOLT OFFERS SUCH A FACILITY -

FITTED TO YARD DOORS, BALCONY
DOORS, SLIDING DOORS, FAN LIGHTS &

The eriginal sheub of 'Gwen Fagan' from 1992 respended 10 some digging in of horse manure
and s showing off its dense clusters of rece full bicoms
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