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TURNING 60 – Cause to Celebrate
VASSA was founded in 1964, as a result of interest in folk buildings stimulated by 
a course at the University of Cape Town Summer School, led by Dr James Walton.

In 2024, UCT’s Summer School followed  our footsteps, and offered three talks

on The Significance of Vernacular Architecture  
Vernacular Architecture in the 21st century – Adapting to change through re-use

Kookskerm to Kombuis – The adaptation of the hearth in corbelled buildings in the Karroo

Voices of the Past – Considering the role of oral histories in understanding the landscape



FEBRUARY
Talk: Jenny Whittle
On her research 
locating the 
positions of the 
original Cape farms 
via historical maps

Outing: Three farms which lie just off the N1 en route to Paarl
De Meye, Muldersvlei and Joostenberg.



MARCH 
Talk: The influence of Egyptian Architecture on the local 
architecture of the Cape - Andre van Graan 

MARCH 
Talk: The influence of Egyptian Architecture on the local 
architecture of the Cape –

Outing: Historic areas in The Waterfront : The Breakwater  
area, The Time Ball – Leslie Cox



APRIL Talk

Architecture and Cultural Hybridity in Eighteenth-Century Pondicherry
Professor Gauvin Alexander Bailey

Jean-Louis Champia de Fonbrun, Pondicherry, facade of the Government House of Pondicherry, ca 1752.



APRIL Outing: Glen Dirk 
– Andre van Graan & Trevor Thorold



MAY Outing – Andre  van Graan
Lower Kenilworth Walkabout: In search of the Arts & 
Crafts tradition in Cape Town domestic architecture 



JUNE 

Talk:
The impact of the Arts & Crafts 
Movement on South African 
architecture 
– Andre van Graan

Outing: 
The Porter Estate
in Tokai  – Antonia Malan
& Alex Dodge



JULY
Outing:  Zorgvliet Homestead, Oranjezicht
Plus Additional Walkabout of Long Street
- Nicolette Duckham



AUGUST
Talk by Paddy Attwell

The Constantia-Tokai Valley: 
Where Nature meets Humankind  
The importance of trees in the cultural landscape, 
mainly in the Constantia/Tokai valley 



SEPTEMBER 
Talk: Roshan Bhurta
Preserving History:  Spatial Documentation of Heritage Sites through the lens of 
Mostert's Mill and other sites



SEPTEMBER WEEKEND AWAY – Yvonne Reynolds 
The Upper Breede River Valley and Warm Bokkeveld



NOVEMBER Talk

WUPPERTHAL
Graham Jacobs &
John Wilson-Harris

Two different perspectives 
on the projects to repair the 
damage caused by a fire in  
in the Cedarberg in 2018  



OCTOBER Outing

VILLIERSDORP
Viccie le Roux



NOVEMBER

Talk by 
Barry Gasson

THE CAPE 
TOWN PIER



NOVEMBER 
Outing

GLENELLY &
IDAS VALLEY 
Stuart  Hermansen



NEED FOR
VIGILANCE

Development proposal for the Oude Molen precinct.
Image from the Visual Impact Assessment prepared by David Gibbs.NEED FOR VIGILANCE



A VISIT TO THE JAMES WALTON ARCHIVE , SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, STELLENBOSCH UNI
BY JAMES WALTON’S FAMILY - Jennifer Trewin, his granddaughter, and her family and 
father, George Todd, along with select Vernaccers
Marieta Buys & Busi Mofu laid out some material from the James Walton archives –
a treasure trove of research, graphics, publications and 

correspondence , prompting 
the question:  ‘’Where   did he 
find  the  time for all this work?” 



PEOPLE

Jos Baker, whose name 
will be forever linked to 
Klein Zoar, Brooklyn
passed away in April. 
She always wanted to die 
in her home and I'm glad 
her wish was granted. 
Thanks to those members 
of this Facebook group 
who donated & bought 
copies of her book, 
Preserving a House. 
- Tribute by Jim Hislop




