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Thisbookis dedicatedo thememoryof Peter
Barlow, andto Pamela.In their love for the
Valley of the Simonsberghey treasuredand
restoredit. It wasbeauiful when they first
viewedit in 1940, andeverythingheygavetothe
Valleymadeit lovelierandmore productive.
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Introduction

Without the understanding, knowledgand support of many people
this recordof the Valley could not have been written. My special
appreciation to Nola, my wifewho has lived all her lifeon
Schoongezicht and was forced spend many days and nights
"incommunicado" whild worked on the text; to Reg Nicholsorher
brother, andto their parents,Alfred and Grace whoprovided me
with a mine of information and much motivation, and who had
cherished and nourished Schoongezicht in tinoésworld-wide
depressions. To the memory of John Merriman who bought a
derelict and bankrupt Schogezicht in thel890'sto prove to the
Western Cape wine farmers that $smurge ofphylloxeracould be
beaten; andto the OldTimers for whom | workedifty yearsago-
Rodbardand Beatrice Mallesoand Percyand Adelheid - Lord and
Lady deVilliers. Appreciation todo Prof. Dirk Kotze withoutwhose
wise advice the declaratioof the Valley as a National Protected
Environmentcould not havebeen achievedp ProfessorFrans Smuts
who encouraged and advised me; atw Cynthia whodid so much
more tharjust type thestory.






The Enchanted Valley

The Valley of the Simonsbergs one of the loveliest inSouth Africa.

At all seasong is beautiful.Springis a hazeof blossomsand promise.

In the heat angbroductivity of summerthe glory of autumn, and even

in the rain and occasional snows of winter and the stark oaks, there is
a never ending magic. A visitor fromefTransvaal who had spt a

day in the Valleyremarled on leaving: "l am sorry for you peaule.

You may bedisappointed with heaven when ydie!" Surely most
visitors to this Valley would agree that the Creator must have taken
great joy inthe Simonsberg.

THE HISTORY

The town of Stellenbosch was established by Simon van deinSte
1679andsoon after this, small farms in the floor of the Simonsberg
Valley were allocatedto burghers as the mainobject of the
settlement on the banks of the Eerste River was to provide fresh
produce, grain and meat, for the garrison at Table &ag for visitng

ships on their journeys to and from the Far East. The farms allocated
in the Simonsberd/alley wereon the bank®f the Kromme River
which flowed into the Plankenbrug Rivin Stllenbosch.and from
there to jointhe Eerste River.

IDAS VALLEY

Idas Valley was occupied ary soon after the founding of Stellen-
bosch.The story istold that thefirst owner, possibly granted without
registeredtitle deeds,wasl|da van der Merwe - hencethe name.lt
was rumouredthat Ida wasSimon van der Stel'girlfriend! There is
no documentaryproof of the presence of Ida, but twilactsare clear
from astudy of the early documents. Firstly, a free translation of the
original grantin Nederlandsin favour of Francois Viljon signed by



Viljoen Memorial
Tablet on original
Viljocn homeon Idas
Valley

Ter berinnering aan Jrancois Villion
van Clermont, Jrankryk en sy eggenote
Cornelia Campenaar van @iddelburg,
Rederland, oorapronklike cienaars van
Wasvallei en dic stamouers van dic

Viljoens. Opgerig tpdens die Viljoentees
deur bul dankbare nageslagte. :

Tn commemoration of Jrancois Dillion
of Clermont, Jrance, and bis spouse
- Cornelia Campenaar of DidOelburg,
tbe Metherlands, original owners of
fda’s Valley and the progenitors of the
Diljoens. Erected during the Liljoen
| Jestival by theiv grateful deacendants.

Stellenbosch 19761218

Simonvan der Steon 2nd September 1692tates"How in the year
1682, a free property was grantedRi@ancoisViljon being a certain
piece of land adjacent to Stellenbosch in Idas ValleySo it seems
significantthat, asearlyas 1682, paf the Valley at least, was named
after a girlcalledlda. Secondlyjn describing the geographical position
of the property being granted to Viljon, theertainportion of land"
wasdescribedasstretching "eastwardgom the landof Gerrit Cloete,
andsouthwards from'Merwe Boodesreij' Thisword "Boodesreij" is
difficult to decipher in theld fashioned script but tHé&/lerwe" isclear.
Could this havebeenlda van der Mrwe's home in tle Valley of the
Simonsberg?
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A study of thegenealogief the old Capdamilies provides no
history of an Ida vander Merwe, thoughif therewassomescandal
attachedto Simon vander Stel andlda, suchreferencesould have
beensuppressedin those days pages veeoccasionallytorn out of
official records! The only Vaner Merwe whoemigrated tdhe Cape
at aboutthat time wasWillem Schalkwho joined the service of the
Eastindian Companyn 1663.He wasmarried in1668and his eldest
daughter Sophianarried Rudolf (Roelof) Pasmantheoriginal owner
of Rustenberg.

Viljon, a Frenchman, founded the Viljoen family in South Africa.

Old documents refer to "Groote en Klein Idas Vallmiomede
Nazaret". "Zoomede" is an interesting Dutch term which does not seem
to have persisted in Afrikaans. The term has played a pamaimy
lawsuits over water due to the fact that, in spite of Nazareth being
"together with" or "coupled with" Idas Valley, Nazth had
lostits identity.

Subsequent ownerf Idas Valley during thd8th century left little
imprint in the historyof the Valley, but inajudgment ofthe Courtof
Justice in Cape Town dated 14th July, 1819, prescribing certain water
rights between the owners of Rustenberg/Schoongezicht and "Groote
en Klein ldas Valley and Nazareth", the owner of the Idas Valley
section was named Jacobus Daniel de Villiers, Jan:Cemtain water
rights on the Kromme River were guarantgadyingthatatthat time
a system ofirrigation farming was practised. The wine cellar at Idas
Valley, still standing, carries the date 1817, but remnanendflder
wine cellar seem to indicatkat wine was made there as early as 1713.
The whole farm covered a very large ar&dein Idas Valley extending
over the foothills of Bothmas Kop, but most of this was very steep
terrain and little of it has been cultivated except for forestry.

In the latenineteenthcenturyldasValley would havebeenmainly
a wine farm with the vineyardsdevastatedoy phylloxera, as were
most of the Cape vineyards. By 1908, when the Mallesonstook
transfer ofa rather derelictdasValley, the fertile land®n the South
bankof the KrommeRiver would have keen oncemore undegrapes.
RodbardMallesonwas anOxford graduateand had managedalarge
fruit farm in Englandbefore emigrating tthe Cape Colonto establish
the Cape Orchard Companytime Hex River Valley.Here he married
Beatrice Struben,daughter of W.H. Struben, one of the first
developersof the WitwatersrandGold Reef.

Rodbard is an unusual name. The old man told me that the name is
derived from "red beard". Apparentipales in the Malleson family
almost invariably had dark reand red beards.

13



TheOld Wine Cellar

and Homestead at Idas
Valley when the
Mallesons movedn
during1908- Courtesy
of Mrs RhodaMalleson.

Rodbardand Beatrice
Malleson riding at Idas
Valley - Courtesy of
Mrs RhodaMalleson.

Wagon Picnic at
IdasValley - Courtesy
of Mrs RhodaMalleson.
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Thoughthe farm was in reasonaldbapethe old andiovely home,
built by Catzbetweenl787 and 1789, had degenerated eeglired
extensive restorationThe thatched roof had been replaced with
corrugatedron, and theupperfloor wasjustaloft - asis the case with
most of the Cape's "Old Dutch” houses.Of course there wasio
electricity in thosefar-off days,and mainssupply only reached the
Valley in the late 1930s. The larg family consisting of Marye, the
twins Una and Enid, and son Charles Rodbard StrubenMalleson,
required more bedrooms than theold formal HPlan could
accommodatesotheloft was converted into bedrooms. Fire was a risk
in those early days so the corrugated iron roof was retdinegite of
suflering the fate of mostfarmhousesn the phylloxeraera whenmany
farmers were bankrupldas Valley vas structurallysound andunder
Beatrice Malleson's terad care becameneof the loveliesthomesin
the Cape.

Rodbardolayed oneof the key roles in the developmentasfexport
marketfor CapeFruit. The "Ida" brand- a picture of ayounggirl
in a kappie- wassoon a famous mark in the London frelitops until
World War Il halted all exports.

On Rodbard Malleson's death the Stellenbosch Municipality
purchasedll but theold homestead, wineellarand farm buildings
ard afew hectares ofhe land.

RESTORATIONOF IDAS VALLEY

Since the end of the SecondWorld War an enormousstore of
knowledgeon the restoration asopposedto the repairing of Old
Dutch houseshas been accumulated.Perhapsthe earthquakein
Tulbaghtaught us morein terms oftruerestorationthanany other
factar.

When Philip and Fiona Erskine bought Idas Valley and the
outbuildings in 1972, they wisely engaged Gabriel Fagan to advise
them on the restoration of the whole complex. As the main house could
be the oldest surviving typical Old Dutch homestead in theeyall
though not the oldest building, it was essential that nothing
incongruous should be allowed to creep into the restoration pattern.
The history of most of the Valley farms invariably fails to-pimintthe
date of the completion of the homesteads amdh fauildings. It is
generally accepted that the dates on the gables indicate the year in
which these status symbols were completed. In some cases the gables
were completed many years after the buildings were occupied. Only
Schoongezicht front gable, of théd homesteads of the Valley,



carries a date. Idas Valley had no dates on the gables when the
Mallesons took transfer, but the dates 1a8d 1789were inscribed

on the brassscutcheonattachedo the back and front door handles.
Yet while the land had been farmed since 1682, Catz only built the big
homestead a hundred years later. Where, then, did the Vier?s

Fagan made a thorough study of the buildings and was convinced
that the building uskas a stable for the draughtrbes and mules, on
the North bank of the Idas Valley branch of the Krommerivier, was the
original Viljon homestead. This building was faithfully restored by the
Erskines, and in due course, was declared a National Monuareht,
honoured by the Viljoen family at its Three Hundredth Anniversary
with a plaque.

When the Malleson family movetb Idas Valley they added a wing
to providetwo bedrooms ané bathroom.Fagandecidedthat in the
interests ofauthentic restoration thisection would have to be
demolished.Secondly,the corrugatedron roof should be replaced
by thatch. For all practical purposes these were the only outward
changesFortunately the Erskines were able to find sufficient wide
Yellowwood flooring planks ta@eplace theold pine floors,and some
of the inside walls were removed to create the glorious Great Hall
running from the front gable to thieack.

Part of the oldstablesapart from Viljoen House, have been restored
and convertedo guest apartments. ThieldWine Cellar- fruit packing
shed in the Malleson's dayhas been converted into a large reception
and conferencehall.

Stellenbosch and Idas Valley owwe Erskines and the Fagans a debt
of gratitude for theircontributionto the renewal of thisenchanted
valley.

NAZARETH

The first document on theomplicated storpf Nazareth ia map of
severalsmall blocksof land on thesastbank of theKromme River-
Nazarethl58- and a larger block on the west barifazareth 159. The
title deed, Old S.F.1-55, is dated 7 Septemberl692 andthe total
area allocated is described "Groot 55norgenen521 Roden met zyn
Principaal accordeereadbevonden”lIt appears that H. Cornelis was
the original owner.

Section 159 on the east baskemsto have been broken up into
several small properties and allocated to various Hamnianthe
1890's the Faures owned a section which had been named Helder-
fonteinand subsequetvnersof the sectiongncluded thaviicklem's
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and Marnham's. The Food and Fruit Technology Research Institute
now occupies Helderfontein.

In 1716 a Jan Botma took transfer of the larger block on the west
bank of the Krommerivier (Section 158 Ref. T 1076) in extent 45
morgenand253sq. roodsJanBotmadonated hisectionof Nazareth
to Jan Stevense Botma on 14.6.1723 Ref. T 1518, and seven years later,
on 5.5.1730, the property, still the same area, was sold to Johannes
Groenewald. Nazareth was bounded on the East by the road which ran
through Rustenbergo Banhoek and Bethlehem, the home of Ds
Simond in Simondium.

An interesting sidelight onthis road is that, athat time, it provided
the only link between Stellenbosch and Groot Drakenstkipassed
through Rustenberg, over the highland known asHBling, and on
to Simondium. Because of the steepnefsthe slope in the days of ox
wagons andCape Carts, Die Helling was abbreviated to "Die Hell".
The story is told that Dominee Simond protestét no traveller
should beasked to travel from Bethlelm to Nazareth through the Hell!
So the name washanged to Rustn-Vrede. However, it wassot so
easy tadisposeof Die Hell, asthe pass ovethe mountainridge had
beenknown as Helshoogteand even thenewpassdesigned byain
andcompleted irtheearly 1900's still carries that name.

Before we leave the Botma's, mention should be made of the various
namesgiven to the pinnacle crowning theorthern endf the ridge
which divides Jonkershoek from Banhoek. The earliest record
available- thedocumenttransferring Groote en Kleitdas Valley and
Nazareth talJan Petrusde Villiers in 1837 - refers to the peak as
"Bootmanskop"lt doesresemblea "boatman'scap”, but theBotmas
had livedat the footof the ridgea hundred years before thi®ther
authorities refer to it as Bosmanskop, aBdshmen possibly did live
there in the early days. An alternative commonly usé&bibmaskop.

Groenewald transferred his portion of Nazareth to his grandson,
Samuel Johannes Catz on 15.2.1775 (Ref. 2496).this time
Groenewald owned lIdas Valley, acquired by him on 27.3.1760 (T
3484), but five years later Catz took transfer of Groote en Klein Idas
Valley from Groenewald Transfer T 5247 dated 14.4.1780. This was
the first major consolidation and thereaftee southern portion of the
Valley was known as Groote en Klein ldas Valley zoomede (together
with) Nazareth.

Catz waghe manwho built theldasValley homestead it 787/89.

He soldto Jan Pieterde Villiers on 29.5.1812 Ref. T 7 - and in the
documentthe propertiesn the consolidatiorare listed as:

17



Klein Idas ValleyGroot 37 morgen358roods

Idas Valley Remainder 45 morgen253 roods
Nazareth 42 morgen215roods
Additional quitrentadjacent 63 morgen263roods

Jan Pieter de Villiers transfred the property taJacob Danielde
Villiers on 2.8.1822 Ref. T 206- who in turn transferretb JanPieter
de Villiers on 17.2.1837 Refl 134. At this stage theareasof the
consolidatedproperty were listeds:

Klein ldas Valley remainder 34 morgen 46 roods
Groot Idas Valley Remainder 45 morgen253 roods
Nazareth 42 morgen215roods

Area of old quitrent{Bootmanskop)

. . 124 morgen508 roods
Perpetual quitren{Dasjieskop)

757 morgen65 roods

In total approximately 1 000 morgen, and this would include most of
the Helshoogte/Botmaskop area.

The first majorbreakin theconsolidategroperty was in 1867 when
Anna Johanngde Villiers) Stevens, married téerdinandHenry
Stevensinherited thé'remainder’of Nazareth- 48 morgen 577 roods
- from her fathemndmoved across to tha@d Nazareth homesteahd
renamed the property Sailorslome. This couldindicate that
FerdinandHenry Stevenshad beena sailor!

In the Wil there is reference to a house situated in "DienKo
which is probably the original "Nazareth". The house is still there but
most of the KWmM- amphitheatreis now a large irrigation dam. It would
appear that Stevens died, as the records show that Jumaana later
married Phillip Wouter Adriaan Haupt, one of the Haupts of
Rusenberg. Anna eventually sold the propertyNazareth, now
"Sailors Home", in 1877 to Jan Jurgen de Villiers, who had married
Anna's daughter Jacoba Petronella Christina Cauzwpt The name
Sailors Home remained through several owners, until 1910 when
Thomas Smartt renamed the farm Glenbaow known asGlenbawn
- after hishome in Ireland. The nantan be translated &&len of the
Fairies". Smartt built a new mansion cldsethe old homesteadvith
aglorinus view of theValley.

KLEIN IDAS VALLEY - IDA MINOR

It hasbeen difficult to identify, exactly, where Klein Idas Valley fits
into the overall plan of th&alley. At the time Catztransferred Groote
en Klein Idas ValleyzoomedeNazarethto Jan Pieterde Villiers in
1812, the areaof Klein Idas Valley was shown as 37
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morgen and358 roods but, ten years lateon transfer to Jacob Daniel
de Villiers, it was shown as 34 morgen af@l roods.

Malleson felt that Klein Idas Valley was the section between the old
Helshoogte road through lIdas Valley and Rustenberg, and the
Krommerivicr. Most of this section is now part of Glenbawn. However,
when Jack Dendy married Marye Malleson, they built araetitre
cottage on a "remainder" of Klein Idas Valley and named it Ida Minor.
This lovely wooded property is now owned by Dr. Maree who has
played a major part in the campaign to preservebdaityand peace
of the Valley of the SimonsbergPerhapshe gemof Ida Minor is a
great Wild Olive standing near the front doditloe thatched cottage
surely one of the biggest and oldest Wild Olives in the Western Cape.

RUSTENBERG

Rustenburg, later named Rustenberg, was originally owndrblejof
Pasman inl682. Seventeen yealsater Pieter Robbertze, who had
married Pasman's widow, waidficially granted titleof the farm,
measuring 92 morgen, by Willem Adriaan van ded Ste February
1699. Incidentally, Pasman's widow was born Sophia van der Merwe,
and $e and Ida may have been related, though certainly not sisters.
Robbertze was one or the supporters of Willem Adriaan who became
Governor of the Cape, and it is interesting to note that the original Title
Deed granting Rustenberg to Robbertse was signeitheonvery day
Willem Adriaan took office at the Castle.

Robbertze eventually became Landdrost of Stellenbosctharahd
his wife were not exactly popular, according to Adam Tas in his
Dagboek.He wrote "die gewese Landdros RobbertreNoor en sy
onbescbfte wyf: die vent zagn zeer raar uit, en geleek niet qualyk
eenezeldie wywatergeslobbert heeft.The nearest translatiorf this
statement could be"The exMagistrateRobbertze, a Norwegian, and
his boorish wife, this laggard was a sight for sore eyes and appeared no
better than a donkey which had gulped down the holy water." In fact
Robbertze and his wife were Germamsot Norwegians.

Robbertze died in 1740 and Rudterng was transferred from his
Estateto Pieter Laubser in 1742, arstlayed with the Laubser family
until 1786, when the farm was transferredto JacobEksteen.

The original farm Rustenburg covered the floor of the upper
Simonsberg valley. The foothills ara&ntre part of the Simonsberg
mountainitself were addedlater in the form of redeemedquitrent
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Old Slavequarter  grants. Tle first major sub-divisionwasin 1810 whenJacob Eksien

Rustcnberg1900. : : . )
ustenberg transkrredthe portion now knowrasSchoongeizht to his sa-in-law,

Brink.

Eksteernsdd R ustenbergin thesame year- 181071 to J.A. vander
Byl who, during hisowneship wasable to persuade theState tagrant
him alargetract of valuableland 406morgenin extent. As theoriginal
grant to Robberte was oty 92 morgen this was an extremely
important milestore in the Vall ey.

On the deeh of van der Byl, Ratenbergwastransferredto G. H.
de Wet on 28.10.18250n 7.4.1831de Wet wasgranted durther 323
morgen of mountin land on the steg slopes of Simorsberg -
obviously for grazinglivestock. Onthe sameday he wasgrantd a
sedion on the bounday of Groote en Klein Idas Valley, and
includedin this grant wasthe whole areanow known asHeaher Hill.
De Wet'sinsolvent estatéransferred Rustenberg to Philip Wour A.
Haupt in 1845. The Haupt family owned the farm for many years and
on P. W. A. Haupt's death Rustenberg was transferred to P. W. and G.
N. M. Haupt, probably his sons. Philip Wouter Adrian Haupt redrr
the widow Anna Johanna Stevens who had inherited Nazaiégn
Sailors Home and now Glenbawn.

20



Rustenberg, back of
Homesteadn the Barry
days about1906/7.

In 1893 H. van der Graaf Haupt transferréae farm toa Maria
Welch. Maria sold Rustenberg aswine farm a year and halflater
to the Barry's, whavereresponsibldor theconversion othe derelict
vineyardsto fruit orchards.

Percy de Villiers, later Lord de Villiers, bought Rustenberg ftben
Barry brothers in 1912, and during his term of ownership sold various
small areas in the "corners" of the farnKelsey Farm to D'Urban
Cloete, Wedge Farnto Ronald Glennie andHymettusto the "Bee"
man Hugh Cooper.All in all perhaps60 morgen.

Kelsey Farm wasoriginally asectionof hillside veld covered with
fynbos. Some hectares may have been used for growing oats for the
Rustenberg horses amaules, and for grazing for the sheep. The whole
area was reasonably steep, but workable, and the sotheagorious
reddecomposed granitd the Simonsbergnd ideafor fruit and vines.

All it required was a dedicated horticulturist to make it fruitful.
D'Urban and Freda Cloete tookoier and developed it into ooéthe
loveliestand most productivéruit and tablgyrapefarmsin the Western
Cape Their packing and quality contrevas of the highest standard
and their trade mark in the early days #8® - named after the radio
forerunner of theBBC - "London Calling" - and the Londonmarket
did call for Kelsey Farm grapes.

On the death ob'Urban Cloete, son Nigel took over and the old
Afrikaans proverb,"die appel val nie ver van die boom af nie" was
never scaccurate am thissuccession. Nigel's farm todayasnodel
for any young fruit farmer tdollow.
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Peter Barlow bought Rushberg from theDowager Lag de Villiers
in 1940. At thisstage all tk buildings- thehomesteadwine cellarand
old slave quartersbuilt between 1800 and 1812 and the old horse
stables inthe werf - needed extensiverepairs.

SCHOONGEZICHT

As Schoongezicht was originally part of Rustenberg, the history of the
two farms is closely interwoven. A daughter of Jacob Eksteen married
Arend Brink in 1788 and the couple moved to the north- western side
of the Valley where there were already some farm buildings.
Schoongezicht was eventually transferred to Brink by Eksteen in 1810,
who also transferred Rustenberg to Johannes Albertus van der Byl in
the same year.

Apparently, at that time, a portion of the presgcihoongezicht farm
house was standing. The wine cellar gable beardatee1800 but part
of it was built before this possibly 1770. In 1811 Brink transferred
Schoongezicht to Hendrik Cloete of Constantia who completed the
main house and added the gahie 1814.
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In later historywe find that John X. Merriman, thdast Prime
Minister of theold Cape ColonyboughtSchoongezichin 1892 and
was joined by higpartner Alfred Nicholson. On Alfred Nicholson's
death, Schoongezichtas transferredo Peter Barlow andfter a lapse
of over100 years, Rustenberg and Schoongeziahre reunited.

NATIONAL MONUMENT

From the very beginning thewners of the farms in the Valley have
never wavered from the "Farmer's PrayeflLord, may | do nothing

to destroy the beauty of this place and may | leave it in a better state
than that in which it came under my care".

They built beautiful buildings, deorated thenwith lovely gables
and kept themin such a stat¢hat they havesurvived forcenturies.
They plantedgroves and avenuesf oaks and otheforests. They
developedyreat vineyards anorchardsand builtdams andvaterways
to increase the productivenesisthis superlative Valley. The earliest
soil conservatiomeasuresnd contour farmingractised in the whole
of the landcanbe traced in th&alley andsoil erosionis minimal -
thereare no scars inthe environment.

But, aboveall, these mangeneration®f good farmerswho loved
theland and the Valleypreserved the heritagf the veld in a most
praiseworthyfashion.The Simonsberg Vallepacked with a profusion
of flora and fauna, someof which is reachingextinction in other
mountainvalleysdue to fires andhegrowthof hakea and cluster pine
attracts scientistand nature loersfrom many parts ofhe Republic
and fromother continents.

Wynand Malan, MP for Paarl,and loverof the land, hasxpressed
this concern wonetfully well. "You cannot,after all, take anything
with you (to theothersideof the grave) onesooften hearssaid. This
certainlyis onlytootrue but on the other hand, yaran leave so much
behindyou. | am not talkingaboutthesizeof yourinheritancel am
referring toyourfarm andto the accumulated knowledgeadifetime".

Unfortunately the "greeeyed monsters" or property developers
looked atthe Valley "and sawthat itwasgood'. The Valley property
owners,alarmed at hits of largescale housin@states, cam@gether
to try to evolve a strategy for maintaining this unequalled environ-
ment. They looked for a Knight in Shining Armour to lead them in
what was almost a Holy Grail. Their search took them to Dr Dirk
Kotze, Rofessor of History at the University of Stellenbosch and
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Chairman of the National Monuments Council of South Africa. And
what a champion he turned out to be.

ProfessoiKotze, toolookedat theValley and sawthatit wasgood.
He proposed a unique strategy. All 21 land owners in the Vakey
farms and the remainder small holdingsvere called together to
discuss the pros and cons of the declaration of the whole Valley as a
National Protected Environment under the NationabnMments
Council. The advantages were easily pinpointed, but what of the
disadvantages? The main disadvantages were, firstly, that NO further
subdivision of less thab0 hectares of land within the proclaimed area
would be permitted by the National MonuntenCouncil, and,
secondly, that no plans for structural alterations to buildings, nor for
new buildings, would be passed by the National Monuments Council
without the written support of an Advisory Committee elected by the
landowners. So enthusiastic oube preservation of the Valley were
the land holders that these provisos were accepted unanimously. The
proclamation of the Valley as a National Monument was promulgated
in Government Gazette No. 4951/34 of 9th January, 1976.

The Valley waspreserved fofuture generations. For thigrst time
in the history ofSouth Africa a whole valley covering300 hectares
was declared &ational Monument.
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Farming Systemsthrough the Ages

M. S.Taljaard, at onéme Professor ofseology atthe University of
Stellenbosch records in his study of the rock formations of the Western
CapeA Glimpseof SouthAfrica that, fthe seasaswe know them once
passed through the Cape Flats region prabably extended inland to

the base regions of such highlands as Helderberg, Stellenbosch
Mountain and theSimonsberg. After the retreat of the foreshore the
mountain streams extended themselves seawards, and with continued
uplift of the continental margin, out into the fairly evelain left dry

by the retreating sea".

Two interesting points arise from this studsirstly the sea bed
seems to have left the floor of the valleys in a series of terraces.
Stellenbosch town itself has three distinct terraces, totadiigigteen
metredn elevation. Ida¥/alley, asfar asthejunction of thetwo main
branche®f the Krommerivier, ist a highetevel,and the Glenbaw
Valley higher still. The wide valley or terrace of Rustenberg an
Schoongezichtwould be on average, orthe 230 metreontour, and
it is clear from the masses of wategorn sandstone boulders in all these
terraces that thigoor of the valley was under theea in the dim and
distant past. There must be millions of tons of these boulders in the
valley. After the seas hadkceded, silt would have been washed down
from the mountains in the heavy winter rains, forming deep beds of
rich alluvial soil over the boulders.

Where does man fit into the pattern of the evolution of vadey
soils, and when did the first farmers moviato the Valley of the
Simonsberg? To quote Taljaard again'In Tertiary Times the
mammalsof Europeand Western Asigetout on great travelSouth,
and some found Africa a fine place to live in. When the later Icecap
fringes crept Southwards across tfeme of Europe the primitive
Humans thought it a suitable time fadlow on the trailsof their fast
disappearing food supply".

The first South Africans were Stone Age men amast have arrived
in theStellenbosch scerzeforethe seashad recededrom the valleys
of the Simonsberg. They were tfiest farmers,or at least the first
humansto make useof the bulbs and plants growing on the
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StoneAge tools
from Rustenberg,
700 000 yearsold.

ridges above the beach lines. They left many of their stone age
implementontheridges andthesestoneaxesanddiggerscan stillbe
found on Rustenberg and ldas Valley. They used the sandstone
boulders for these artifacts.

Can we apply an accuratedate to this occupation?The stone
implements ofStellenbosch are estimatediie700 000 year®ld. So
farmingin the Valley of the Simonsberds almostasold astime itself.
Strangely, though we can pinpoint the era of the Stellenbosch
Stoneage man by thetudy of his implements, subsequent eras and
agedeft norelicsor records. Bythe time Columbus passed round the
Cape nearly four hundredyears agothe Hottentotsappearedto be
full-time stockfarmers. Weknow that they were nomadand though
Van Riebeeckwrote aboutther methodsthey themselves leflittle
in the way of historicalrecords. So we musely onthefirst Dutch
farmersof Stellenboschto provide us with the backgroundof the
farming systemsthreecenturiesago.

Let usgo backto the beginningand study the trends.

The first records ofarm production in the Stellenbosadatistrict will
befound in thgournal ofAdamTas.Perhaps the notescordedy Tas
on 7thJanuaryl706will give usa pictureof the typical production of
that time. The census return of a Man der Byis entered as5muids
of wheat sowrand 90 muids reaped; Biuidsrye sown and25reaped.

A "Muid" of wheator rye would have weighed 200@bs. His livestock
numbered135 cattle, large and small, and 1000 sheepVan derByl
would have been quitlargeagriculturist
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270years ago andanust have had a considerablerea ofmountain
grazing for his 1 000 sheep.

Tas'ownreturnwas much moreletailedand herecordsthat he
had 14 "slaaveri, 1 "slavinnen", 2 slave"meigies", 6 horses,48
oxen, 36 cows, 40 pigs, 800 sheep.He worked 25 000 vines and
produced 2feaguerof wine. A leaguer wouldeapproximatelythe
amountof wine extractedrom a ton of grapes He sowed13 muidsof
wheatand reapedl50; 1 muid of rye and reapedl5;% muid barley
and reaped| 0.

These returnsare probably typical ofthe valleys around Stellen-
bosch and will indicate that agriculture was a relativelghriving
industryin thosefar off days.Onecanpicturetheslavesat work in the
vineyards andgrainlands, usingxenfor ploughing andransportOne
can picture, topthe frenzied rush in theld ox wagons piled with
produce, whenthe cannonshots echoed through thevalleys to
announcethe East India ships had reachedTable Bay and needed
suppliesof fresh vegetablesmed, milk, cheesgmeat,and, last but
not least,wine!

FIFTY YEARS ON

Ds. MeentBorcherds gives usomparative figures of population and
productivity for theStellenbosch Vallepver theyears 175@nd 1825
In 1750 the population statisticsindicated that there were 3 933
men women and children in th8tellenboschdistrict, plus cattle 13
893; sheep 71 684; pid86- obviouslynot very popular livestoclon
theagriculturalsidehelists vines2 309 000;leaguerof wine pressed
2 541; wheatsown | 162 muidsand reaped5 906 muidsrye sown54
muidsand reaped 420; barlesown80 muids and reaped 772. Grain
farmers of today wouldbe scathingabout these low yields per bag
sown,buttherewereno selectedseeds and niertilisers to boost crops
200yearsago.

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER

Seventyfive years later, irl825 the picture hac¢thanged dramatic-
ally. The population, whicincludedslaves, hadisento 16446;cattle
25 924;sheepdropped ta25 509;but pigs rose td® 543. Vineshad
increased tenfold to 23 667 169 ihe production had increased only
fourfold to 10 507 leaguers in thé5 years. Wheaown 4 055 muids
and reaped34 879; rye 421 sown 3 101 reapedparley sown 764
reapedl6 990.
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Harvestingoats with
a scythe

About this timeit was recorded that Rustenberg carried 300 000
vines andSchoongezichtl00 000.

These comparisons are clear indications of trends in agricultural
systems. Why had cattle totals doubled and sheep dropped to a little
more than a third of the 1750 total? Whad vines shown such an
enormous increase in area, with such disappointing production? Cereal
crops had taken up much more land. At a rough guess of a muid of seed
sown to a hectare it would seem that approximately 10 000 ha would
have been sown to cetsan 1825 in theStellenbosch area. Twenty
three million vines, at the close plantingedin theearlydays- say1Y%

m x 1¥%2m - would cover5 000

28



Idas Valley back gable completedin 1787 by SamuelCatz who took transfer of
GrooteenKlein IdasValley in 1780- Maj. Philip Erskne.



Rustenbergestored,n Autumn Sunlight.

Autumn Rustenberdrom theair - JohnWynneEdwards.




hectares. Farming hattifted from theintensive- the usef the deep
alluvial soils close to the rivers and streant® the extensive the
slopes of thehills, lower in fertility and carrying capacity.

It is highly unlikely that the Stellenbosctlistrict todaycarriesone
tenth of the livestock populatiaf 1825. Nor does theerealcrop play
any role in today's farming system.

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY ENVIRONMENT

To understand this change of farm production one should try to
visualisethe Stellenbosclvalley through thesyesof Van der Std and

his partyof burghers wherihey rode across the safidts between the
Cape Peninsulaand the foothills of the Hottentots Holland and
Drakenstein mountains. One must acceptfioe that theHottentots
were the first farmers. Van Riebeeck points out in his diamgseh
nomadic stockmen were the original trekboeemd in his day
Hottentots fired the natural bush in summer to allow the grasses to
grow inautumnand provide grazing for theviinter andearly summer.
Van Riebeeck mentions that he had seen twenty thoumssattof stock
grazing on the slopes Tygerberg.He later records that the burghers
cut hay for their own stock on theslepes. Where has this gragme?

Van der Stel's burghers must have been awestruck by the laeauty
fertility of the Stellenbosch My with the Eerst&iver runningfrom
Jonkershoek through it to the sea. Visualise the tree lined banks of the
river and its tributaries Yellowwoods, Wit Els, Rooi Els, Amandels
and Wilde Olienhout. In the floor of the valleys would be Klipkershout
trees (Mountain Maytenus) up to 2 000 years old; giant wabome, the
Protea Aborea from which they would later shape the felloes of their
wagon wheels. Many other proteas, leucospermums and
leucodendrons includingilver treeson the slopesof the hills, anda
tremendous variety of fynbos such as Slangbos, Rhenosterbos, Taaibos
and Hottentotsekooigoed covered the land with an almost impenetrable
barrier two or three metres high when mature. Under this dense cover
was the latent grass crop, dormant roots amdl.sBRandom burning
would develop into random burnt and unburnt arsathe hills and
valleyswould resembl@ chequerboardf blackand green.

The farmers of the new settlement, being at that stage mainly
concerned with the production of food for visitirghips, would
naturally have cleared the bush on the fertile alluvial areas on the
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banks of the river and tributares Herethey would hae savn their
wheat, barley, ryand vegetabés,andplanted theirfirst vines. They
would haveobservedhestock farmingmethods of theHottentots and
would havecontinuedwith the randomveld burning rotation for their
sheep.Because of the presaice of wild animals- certinly Cape
leopard, asthesepredatorsroam the Stellenboschmountairs today

- the sheg would have been brougkat night into the'ringmuur” or
wall ed yards which are a feature in the town of Stellenbosh and on
mary farms 300 yeas after the fir st settlement. Obviously the flocks
would neve beallowedto grazetoo far from the homesteads, and the
areaof veld burnedwould have beenreasmablysmall. Evenin the
1920s the Jonkershoekshepherdgractised this random burningon
the Stellenboschmountain.

One can only visualise the grass cover provided by the burned areas
in those faroff days by studying the grasses that have persisted on the
higher and steeper levels of the mountains and foothills. At Rustenberg
and Schoongezicht, in the heart of the Eamtbd Valley, areas of veld
have been cleared by bush cutters to encoutegedigenous grasses.
Some quiteoromisingspeciesoonshowed up including Plagiochloas,
Ehrhartas, Hyparrhenias and even patches of the famous Rooigras or
Themeda. However, thegrasses did not give the impression that they
withstand heavy grazing over long periods. The Hottentot trekboere,
living with their stock and not anchored to a specific area like the early
Dutch burghers, moved on when grazing diminished, thus preserving
grasses for successive years, until the next fire. Possibly the best of
these grasses w&hrharta Calycina or African Veld Grassst@ong
grower andhighly palatable but with a shallow root system. For this
reason sheep tend to drag out this grass byrtiots. Two other
Ehrhartas have strong root systems but lack bulk and palatability.
Perhaps our grass scientists have missed a trick by not attempting to
hybridise the Ehrhartas and select a strain with the bulk and palatability
of Calycina and the roatystem of Capensis!

The story is told of Western Australian pasture man finding seed
headsof a strangegrassin the crate carying a pair of zebrashipped
from Groot Schuur Estate in Cap Town to the Perth ZooHe
germinaed afew seedsn ase=d boxand wassoexcitedby thegrowth
and exture of the grass thatdpiloted field trials in Wedern Australian
sheeg country. The grass wasEhrharta Cajlcina and he nasd it
African Veld Grass. Win he visited South Africa many yeaiater he
was surprisedto find little interest in thisggrassin the Westrn Cape
though thousandsf acresof Veld Grassand Suberranean Clover
flourished in Australia.
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However, the Winter Rainfall area without irrigation is not really
"grass"country,sothe stock carryingcapacity ofnaturalgrasses will
have been a disappointment to the early settlers.

The answer to theapid decline of sheep numbeowerthe period
1750 to 1825 may bdound partly in the enormousincrease in
vineyardsand ingrainproductiononthe bettesoils,and therelegation
of thesheepo thesteepehillsideswherethe carrying capacitypvera
periodof yearsasshown earlier, was inadequdite the large numbers
involved.

As most of the cattle would be used as draughmals for the
wagons and for ploughing the vineyards and the grain lands, grazing
could no doubt be found for them on the stubble lands, and the burghers
would make provision for dry fodder. With the increase in the areas
planted to vines, and sown to cdegait is clear that the power
requirements of the Stellenbosch area, albeit onlga@xer, increased,
andthe numberof cattlewould haveto be proportionatelyncreased.
This will explain the doubling of the cattle population in the 75 year
period duringwhich time the sheep dropped by almost -tinds.
Sheep farming would probably have moved away from the higher
rainfall areas, including Stellenbosch, towards the lower rainfall areas
such as the Overberg and Swartland.

THE IMPACT OF WEATHER ON A FARMING SYSTEM

The early farmers, in Van Riebeeck's day, must have been puzzled by
the Western Cape weather and rainfall pattern. The cold wet winters
would not be so surprising but the hot, dry and windy summers surely
created serious problems in prodantplanning.

Vegetables require waténroughoutthe growing sease andmany
vegetable refuse to grown our cold, wet wintersWithout irrigation
shallowrootedcrops will notsurvive oursummersand thislimitation
will exclude almosgeverycrop grownin the summerainfall areasSo
the first farmersin Stellenboschmust have beerfaced with many
frustrations.

However, the crop statistics listed by Adam Tas as early as the
1690's clearly show that the burghers learned their lesson quickly.
Wheat, barley and rye are sown in late autumn in the Western Cape
and the seeds germinate with the first rains. With the advent of spring,
the growth is spectacular and the grain ripens before the heat of
summer dries up the land.

Deeprooted perennials suich as vines and fruit trees, oaks,
indigenoustrees and fynbos have adaptedthemselvesto these
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Loading oat sheaveson
Sdhoongeicht. Showing
bare hills and mary
orchards o Rustenkerg
acrosghe valley in the
Barryera.

conditions, though Van Riebeeck's oaks must have been surprised at

the turnabout of the seasons.

So without irrigation it was sill possble to farm successfully with
natue. However, water was aailable. The Eerste Plankenbrug and
Kromme rivers werethereand it wasnot longbefore the irgenuity of
the farmers enabledthemto exploit this valuable factor. O€ourse,the
Dutch sdtlers had karnt to akal with water from tleir problems with
surplus water in their homeland, but this was a dferent probkem.
Without tractoss or even animakldrawn scoops, they were unable to
build large darmm and kvd large tracts of lands for flood irrigation.
Nevertheless from very ealy times the Sellenbosch farmers drew
water fromthe Eerste River andtributariesfor irrigating their gardens,
orchard and vireyards andby sodoing adakd a further dimensionto
the gability of their farming enterprise However, irrigation without
mecdhanicd power had evere limitations. Fbod irrigation can ont be
pradised with reasonably small streams of water with reasonabl levd
lands. We can asaime that the daveswould havehad no dffi culty in
handling thesummer flow of theriversfor irrigation with little or no
eroson. Obviously mog of the 20 million vines shown in Meent
Borcherd's cansus for 1825 wuld have been on dry land, but the wel -
watered valley of the Simonsberg through which the Kromme River
flowed carriedgrea vineyards andvegedable lands,under irrigation.
So, inevitably, grife over water "rights" arose between neighbours. As
usual the bdc division
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would have been between the "haves" and the “nat®'. The upper
riparian owners would use all the water their slaves could handle in a
dry season and the lower owners had tadetent with the "afloop"

or remainder. The seeds of strife were there.

Whatcontributiondid the Stellenboschiarmersmake to the
economy of the Cape in 18257 Analysisdoes not point to a very
valuable contribution. Witla populationof 16 000 people theheep
"increase" wouldhardly accountfor onesheepper person gear,but
the cattle could no doubt supply milk armkeffor the local demand
and forpassingships. Cereal cropsere adequatand couldprovide
bread for thecity of CapeTown, andsurplusfor export. The 10 000
leaguers of wine, much of which wasnvertedinto brandy, would
have kept the inhabitants good spirits and evenbrought insome
foreign exchange.
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Strife in the Valley over Water

The map of the Valley indicates a land of countless streams. In a
normal winter the Kromme runs strongly and all the tributaries sing
along happily. The average annual rainfall is approximately 925 mm
(37 inches) and most of thfalls in steady soaking rains spread over
the winter monthsSo thousands afubic metresof water wouldfl ow
down the Kromme River to the Eerste and thence to the sea. South-
east and East winds herald the dry season in late spring and early
summer, whilghe sun gets hotter and hotter, to reach a peak in January
and February. The smaller streams are the first to stop flowing and by
January the main streams are down to a trickle. There were no storage
dams to impound the surplus winter water, andddnasreferred tan
court cases would only indicativersion weirdn the rivers.

In the earlydays,beforesophisticategarthmovingtechniques
made waterconservation a purely mechanical problem, every farmer
who felt hewasentitledto asharen theirrigation streamsvasjealous
of his rights. However, the old laws indicated that a farmer was entitled
to use all the water which rose on his land, so the lower riparian owners
had to be satisfied with whatever the upstream irrigators couldset

There were no great problems in the Valley of the Simonsberg in the
early days as Rustenberg was served by three main streams and Idas
Valley had sole rights ontheir branch of the Kromme River. The
lower riparian owners would have been the original Nazaretvedl
as Helderfontein and Hammanshand. The division of Rustenberg and
Schoongezichin 1810 started a feuevhich endedin a Court Order
dated 14thjuly 1819and sanctionedoy the Worshipful the Court of
Appeal on 7thFebruary, 1821.

The first feud developed soon after Rustenberg was transferred to
Vander Byl and Schoongezichto Cloete.No longerwasit aquestion
of fatherin-law Eksteen sharing water with sanlaw Arend Brink.
The Rustenberg vineyards on the new boundary had been irrigated
from one of the streams which now flowed through Schoongezicht. The
story is toldthat oneof Van der Byl's slaves wasent across the
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Valley todivert thestream nowon Schoongezichterritory - for the
first irrigation of the summer. Thelaveescapedieath by a hairline
and thefeud waswell and truly launched.

Of courseother landownerswere brought into the argumentand
in the endall farmers ripariarto the Kromme Rivewereinvolved. By
1819 the matter was brought to "The Worshipful the Court of
Justice". TheCourt prescribedregulations respecting theateringof
the farmsn the Valley.These regulationgpr someunknown reason
seemto havereceivedlegislativesanction by th&sovernmenof that
time. ChiefJustice Solomomommenting on thign a WaterCourtin
1928 involving Glenelly, IdasValley and Glenbawn,stated:"It is
certainly a somewhatstartling proposition that an order of Court
embodyingcertain regulationsfor the distribution of water amongst
anumber ofriparianowners havecome part of théaw of the land".
This orderclarified the situationby appointingday water to upper
riparian ownersand night water tolower owners. This decisiowas
in line with a Notarial Agreementsigned between Brink ofSchoon
gezicht andVan der Byl of Rustenbergn 15th April, 1811, whereby
Van der Byl was allowed free use of the disputed stream on
Schoongezichbon certain days. Unfortunately this Agreementwas Map of Valley Streams.




neverregisteredagainst theirespective titlaleedsand thislapsewas
to cause more trouble later.

The Notarial Agreement signed dasth April, 1811wasobviously
designed to protect Van der Bys Brink is recorded as having sold
Schoongezicht theery next day 16th April, 1811 to H. Cloete. Again
the Notarial Agreement was omitted when the transfer to Cloete was
registered.

The Court ofdustice Regulation of 1819 anthe Supreme Court
sanction of7th February, 1821 botteem tdhavemissed thisNotarial
Agreement and in824, wherH. Cloetesold Schoongezichto A. P.
Cloete no reference was made to water rights between Schoongezicht
and RustenbergHowever, A. P. Cloete admitted later that he knew
of the intake dam oischoongezicht and the watercourse running to
Rustenberg and that the ownersafstenbergnamely, firstly Van der
Byl, secondly his widow andthirdly De Wet, who acquired
Rustenbergn 28th December1828,alwaysusedasmuchwater
as they pleased fromiis furrow without their rights being questioned.
When this problem eventually came to Court, Cloete saidhe had
allowed it as a matter of grace not of right.

Thiswasnottheend ofthe watersquabbles$n the Valleyasin 1829
the owners of Rustenbeand Schoongezichtvere back in the ring.
The Board of Landdrost and Heemraden had laid down further
regulations "to prevent dispute® respecting the irrigation of
Schoongezicht and Rustenberg, Groote en Klein Idas Vallayareth
and Helderfontein. Theseegulations were framed to supersede all
previous agreements.

In the 1829 cas betweenCloete and De Wet, who had bought
Rustenberg from Vamler By, the Court ruled that théRegulations of
1819- " ... are sufficient texclude,and doexclude the proprietor of
Rustenberg from anyse of thewater in the Schoongezicldam." An
interesting point which arises from thgudy of the regulations
covering the use of thstreamdor irrigation is thecost ofsuch legal
investigation seenty yearsaago. Inaletterfrom the legafirm of Van
der Byl & de Villiers of Cape Town writterto Mr. A. Nicholson of
Schoongezichtin 1908 covering documents from 1806 onwards, an
enormousamount of searchwas condensedinto seven pages of
typescript.The bill was:

To chargedor servicesenderedand

documents supplied £3.3.0
To paid search fees Deeds Office 3.0
To paid searctlees Supreme Court 2.0
£38.0

Times, and prices,havechanged!
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Following this there was peace tre water front until 1926, when
J.M. Garlick of the farm Glenelly, which included a portion of the old
Nazareth grant, applied to the Court for a redistributiothefwater
rights. Respondents in this case were Sir Thomas Smartt of Glenbawn,
part of which was orginally Groote en Klein Idas Vallei zoomede
Nazareth, and Rodbard Malleson, owner of the remainder of Idas
Valley and Nazareth. This whole case hinged on that little word
"zoomede'- together with Garlick felt that he owned a portion of the
orginalNazareth and was thestitled to a share of the water allocated
to Groote en Klein Idas Valley and Nazareth by any previous
regulations. Havever, the presidingidge, Solomon C.J., dismissed the
application on the grounds that the 1821 regulations heeivied
legislative sanction and were "intended to settle all and eigdris, or
rights to, and the use of the water therein mentioned".

This put an end to litigation, but not to the minor squabbles when
sluice gates were not opened or shut at exactlyigfmet hour. These
errors involved accusations and counter accusations of water thiev-
ing! Quite understandable as water is the life blood of the crops grown
in the hot, dry summers of the Western Cape.
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The Developmentof Farming

Very little seems to have been recatdon the traditional farming
practice in the Valley over the years between 1825188#, but from
then on we have much more evideat hand and #apicture becomes
clearer.

All the farms wee basically winefarms though it is probable that
much of thewine was channellethrough the brandy stills!

It is a strangefact of life that "Good cometh from Evil". Practically
everybook in the Biblewill confirm thisproverb. Theevil that broke
thewine industry of tle Cape was the vine plague, phyléoa which
destroyed the Cape vineyards from 1884 onwards. At the time it was
feared that the wine industry would collapse completely. The
Government of the day appointed a Frenchman, Louis Peringuey as
inspector of vineyards. He had seen the devastation of the French
vineyards andhis only term of reference was eradicate phylloxera.
His recommendation was that all infected vines be rooted out.

In StellenboscHistrict alone there were twentkireemillion vines
fifty years befoe this. Peringuey insisted that they should be replaced
by vines grafted and grown on imported American phyllox@eof
root stocks. Phylloxera is an apflierne disease which attacks and
destroys the roots of the Continentahes originally planted in the
Western Cape. Many farmers, and mdagal financial houses, were
bankruptedby the crisis

In this crisis Rhodes, Prime Minister of the Cape Colony, decided
that John X. Merriman was the man to solve agricultural problends,
he appointed Merriman as Minister of Agriculture in August 1892.

(I am indebted to Reg Nicholson, a greaphew of John X.
Merriman, for the following noteg.

"Merriman decided that, in order to know what he was talking about
he should himself beconzefarmer. His biggesproblem wouldethe
vinecrisisandin orderto associate himsetfirectly with the plague, he
bought Schoongscht, whose vineyards were completely derelict. He
did not have much capitabut at that timefarms were going for a
song - in 1886 six years before he bought
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JohnX. Merrimanathis
desk.

Schoongezichthe wrote in adtter toJ. B. Currey: "ByJove, | wish |
had a few thousands lying idle or even hundreds. Lan&tatlen-
bosch andPaarl isjust being chucked away. Haupt's place 'Rusten-
berg', thefinest placein the district, 200 000 vines first mortgage

£4 000- sold on Wednesdayor £2 400!

Rustenlerg was the farm from which Schoongezicht had been
excised inl810. Twoyears after Merrimamought Schoongezicht, his
sister Charlottewife of Sir Jacob Barry bought Rustenberg.

Merriman had felteven before phylloxera had aflected the gjne
that South Africa was making inferior wiré'Look at ourvineyards'
he wrote tal. B. Currey in1887,"a mineof wealth at our very doors.
Yet while Australia is actually making a claret which fetches 80s per
dozen we are selling our filth for £4 for 127 gallons, andtruggling
for a protective exciseto enableus to do that.”

Hewas determinedo prove that quality wine could be produced,
and alsdruit suitable forexport. He wagoined by a young eighteen
year old immigrant Alfred Nicholson, who later marriedhis niece
and becamehis partner in thefarming enterprisef Schoongezicht.
Merriman had seen the possibilities of the fruit export market
earlier, when the &erend Philip Legg, who wa&nglican rector of
St. Mary's Churchin Stellenboschfrom 187599, successfullysent
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peaches t€ovent Garden market in Londénom hisrectory garden
in Dorp Street.

MerrimanandNicholson then set tat Schoongezicht and rooted out
all the vineyards. Where vines hdaeen, peacheplums andpears
were planted. Land for vines, hadélved, was prepared on virgin
bushcovered hillsides and good wine varieties grafted on phyllexera
proof stocks were obtained.

To bring in some income from the young orchards until they reached
the bearingstage variouscash crops were planted, including violets
which fetched a good price in Johannesburg. Some of these violet
plants whichescapednto the stream banks alongside the orchards are
still growing there today.

The foundations of the Schoongezidetrseyherd were laid at this
time and descendants of the original animals are still making a notable
contribution to the herd. Forestry, too, was kept in mind by Merriman
and he and Alfred Nicholson planted a great variety of trees,
supplementing the oaks andopgdars which were already there.
Photographs taken around 1892 show that Spanish reeds were already
established along the river, and these were to come in fatledwhen
Turkish Tobaccowasaddedto the list of activities.
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~  Alfrcd and Grace
Nicholson packingfruit at
Schoongezichil9067.

That all was not plain saling emergesrom two letterswritten to
J.B. Currey in Decanber 1892: "We leave for Schoongezicht
tomorrow. My farming operations hawdready taught me why an
agriculturalist sometimes grumbles at his Eden."” And a few days later
he wrote: "We shall thinkfoyou as we sit beneath the umbrageous
oaks ofSchoongezicht and gaze over False Bay cursing the Spreeuws
that steal our fruit and dbly cursing all the insect plagues thatest
our paradise.”

Anotherof the peoplevierriman wroteto was Sir CharlesMills,
theCapeAgentGeneralin London. While manyrtheselettersdealt
with his efforts, as Treasurerof the Cape Colony, to restore its
finances,his concernwith agriculture as a corollaryto the general
financial positionalso cane out in thesdetters.In January1893he
told Sir CharlesMill s: "Just now my agricultural dutiestake up a
gooddeal ofmy time. It is hard to do anything; one'swn ignorance
meetsone at every turn and the Departnent is overloaded with
passengerll the rubbish oftheservice habeenshotintoit ... The
(Americarn) vineshavearrived asyou know. Theyare all plantedand
I hope arc now engaged rooting themselvddr.MacDonald (the
fruit expert) has come out. Very full or zeal and information. | wish
devoutly both for public and for private reasons that the fruit will not
disappoint us. White and Company of Covent Gartame done
wonders, they have sent out two men with plentyuofds and they
pack andshipfor growers."In afootnote by Mrs. PhyllisLcwsen, to
this letter, published in the Van Riebeeck Society Publication No:
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Loadingexportfruit  V/.R.S. 44shesaysthat W. N. White & Co. were fruit brokers from
f'°";;';ii:g:;’£”1%‘izo'f;ht CoventGardenwho since1890had been buyingCapepears, peaches
- R.M. Nichalson. and grapesand giving advice on packing They advised Merriman

on market prices and varieties to gewn, and showed an almost
paternalinterestin the infant Cape fruitindustry.

It was Merrimanwho suggested t®Rhodes that hehouldtry fruit
growing, butit wasnot until he lost the premiership in 1896 that he
started the Rhodes Friiarms which aretodaystill run as acompany
in theGroot DrakensteiValley, apartfrom thefarmsBien Donneand
Watergat, which were sold to tlg@vernment, and arevell known as
the main experimentalfarm of the Food & Fruit Technological

Research Institute.
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Merrimanwasalsocloselyconnectedwith H. E. V. PickstoneThe
"Schoongezichtbeach cultivar was propagatdsy Pickstondrom a
sportwhich occurred on a treehich grewjust below the old'ring
muur' at Schoongacht. This peaclseemso have fallen out of favour
today, butat onetime wasoneof the leadingexportcultivars.

RegNicholsonwrites:

"In spite of his multifarious parliamentary duties, Merrimatways
took akeen interest in thactivities onthefarm.| really only knew him
in hislateryearswhen his eyesightwasbeginningto fail. We used to
dread hisvisits to the packshedhen, because hswaysinsistedon
helping with the sorting andgradingof the export fruit, and we had
to surreptitiouslygo through his boxeand throw out what hehould
have rejected. My mothewho wasallergic to cigar smoke, also
dreaded hisvisits to the packshedbecause healways smokeda
particularstrongcigar,eventhough theestof the packshedstaff was
not allowedto smole at all!"

CommentbytheFood& Fruit TechnologicaResearchnstituteMerriman's
close connectionwith Pickstone,referredto by Mr. Nicholson,dates
back to 1892 and Merriman was also instrumental in arranging a
meeting between Rhodes and Pickstone. That meetingis of great
historical significanceand we quote frombulletin 32(Fruit pioneerCecil
John Rhodes):"Mere extensionwork wasnotsufficient to get the fruit

industry off the groundand Pickstonewas determinedo start a nursery
as soon as possible Lack of money hampered his plans, but
fortunately he obtaineda letter of introductionto Rudd from Merriman
whom he met in Englandon his wayto South Africa. Rudd mentioned
Pickstone'sname to Rhodesand he agreed to interview Pickstone.
The latter himself recorded thaton putting the matterto Mr. Rhodes,
he decided to advance moneyo starta nursery. This wasdone and |

wasable to introduce from other countries many varieties of trees
which appearednecessaryfor South Africa to establish the industry
on commercial lines'."Pickstonebecamea great admirer of Merriman
and showedhis aflection for him by naming his only son Michael
Xavier.

Merriman was presentwhen the first successfulcommercial
shipmenbf Cape peaches reachexglandn February 1892. This was
recalledasfollows on 10.8.1922 byP. A. Molteno inThe Cape Times
"I remember mentioning to Mr. Merrimathen in England, that
shipmenthad arrived, and inviting him to accompanyme toseethe
caseopened.. With great delightwe saw caseipon casepenedup
in splendidcondition. The shipmentturned out to bein
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good order,with not more than five percentof the fruit damaged.

The publicsaleof this fruit created a great sensatimrthe fruit world,

as it was thought quite impossible to carry fruit such as peaches from
sucha distance as South Africa."

The great esteem in which Maman was held by ouearly fruit
pioneers wasaptly summarised by. R. Malleson inrTheCape Argus
in 1940:"We fruit growers may be&ery thankful that we hadn the
Government at that critical timén the 1890's when phylloxera
ravagedthevineyards) merwith longvision, whowereableto tackle
the situation. Mr. Merrimamshead of theAgricultural Department
not only roused the farmersof the Western Province by holding
meetingsand byforming the Horticultural Board, theawn body, to
tackle their difficulties, but in buying a farmon which everyvine
had beenkilled by phylloxera and in showing how to re-establish
it."

These notes have been quoted in full as they paint an accurate picture
of the devastationcaused bya disease invines which changed the
whole history of thefarmingin the Valley of the Simonsbergand, no
doubt, inthe whole of the Stellenboscharea.

Note that Rustenberg"Haupt's place™ was bankrupt 200 000
vines- sold for £2 400. As with Schoongezicht, the vines waren
the rich alluvial soils on the banks of'the stream, and the vineyards were
derelict.

Note Malleson'scommendationwritten fifty yearsafter Merriman
bought Schoongezicht"a farmon which everyvine had beerkilled
by phylloxera, and in showinghowto re-establishit.”

Hillside soils,where thenewgraftedvineswere tobe planted were
hand delved. Thiserm would make modern wine farmers, who use
greatCaterpillar tractors drawing huggoughswhichturnover thesoil
to a depth of a metre, shudderat the thought.

The old method of "trenching” or hand delving was a laborious
exercise with a pick and shovel, and the depth was described by the old
hands as "twee spit en 'n skoffel". The trench was thus approximately
90 cm deep the top 15 cm was thé&skoffel”, and this topsoil was
placed at the bottom of the open ditch. The following "spit" covered the
topsoil, and the subsoil "spit" ended up as topsoil. Trenching was
essential as hillside soils, in the days before pumping plants, could not
be irrigakd. Thus the system which placed the best soil at the bottom
extended the water carrying capacdf the vineyard, and therefore
the root zone of the vines wasgreater.

But what an awsnspiringandbackbreaking job it would be. There
is no record of the actual numbersof vines resited on the
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hillsides but it is unlikely that the new vineyards would have covered
half of the original area. Not being undeigation the productivity of

the vines would have been reduced, but the quality of the wine should
have been greatly improved.

45



A New Dimensionin Farming

The good that came out of thaylloxera evil in the wine industry was
the birth of the multimillion rand deciduous fruit industry of the
Western Cape. The alluvial soils vacated by the vines were ideal for
fruit trees. The Rev. Mr. Legg's experimental shipments of peaches
probably @arried in the stewards' cool rooms on the mail boats to
Southampton, from the Rectory gardens in Dorp Street in Stellen-
bosch had focussed a searchlight on the birth of a farming Elderado.
Here again, Merriman showed the way, at Schoongezicht, and Barry
followed suit atRustenbergMalleson, the fruit growing expert from
England, had developed large scale orchards on the Hex River, but he
soon joined the Valley pioneers when he and Mrs. Malleson
purchaseddasValley.

In order to study the "new dimensioihfs perhaps necessary to take
a look at agricultural methods, training and research in the early part
of the 20th Century.

THOUGHTS ON THE EVOLUTION OF FARMERS AND
FARMING

| believe that never in the history of agricultural production has there
beensuch a revolution as we have witnessed in the last fifty years. We
have moved from the horse and the ox to the tractor and highly
sophisticated farm machinerwe havemoved from hand milkingf
cows to electronics, and from free range livestock to bateaind
stockyards. Pestndweedsin orchardsandvineyardsand fieldcrops
are controlled by power driven sprayers using a range of un-
pronounceable chemicalsand in some cases labourers require gas
masks

Our progress in productivity isalculated bycomputors. Genetic-
ists have bred improved varieties of owell known crops and even
produced new breedas livestock. Wecan nowfind varietiesof maize
maturing in less than 90 days near the snowline in CanadgeB@gtic
selectionand progenytestingwe canproducemore beef or
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eggs or milk per kilof feed than ever before. New cultivas&fruit ~Prototype mechanical
trees and vines, bred by the Fruitine Research Institutearoduce Ha"vester making oat
hay, probablyabout
bigger cropf superior quality. World Warl judgedby
But| wonderif our youngfarmersareascloseto the ground aesur height oftrees.
fathers were? Have we got our hands so deep in the earth that we really
know soil mechanics and the living organism and organéatter
without whichour soil isbarren desert? Or do vepend mosbf our
working day onthe farm in a bakkie?
I left Agricultural School inl925with a Diplomain my pocketand
joined my father on his farm in the Natal midlands. He was an old
Scotsman who had milked cows as a boy in Ayrshire before walking
six miles to schol. After school he walked back in time for evening
milking. After supper he made cheese. But he had no diploma in
agriculture. So | was "Superman"! "Not to worry Dad, you have a
scientist on the farm now and soon we will have everything
straightened out.”
First morningon thefarm | realised was tolearn reafarmingthe
hardway and the valueof thatdiploma wasil. | wasgivena hoeand
sent off withthe Zulu labour to hoe mealie$n spite ofcomplaints,
blistersand sunburn | hoed weeds in tmealiefields for weeks The
Old Man's theory was that wharhad dug soil for a seasdrcould
then startearningto be a farmer!
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Of coursehewasright. By the time | had donany digging- in hot
weatherin coldandrain, in wind, insandysoil or heavy clay, in weeds
of all shapes andizes,| hadabsorbedsomethingof soil mechanism.
Books and school benches were no substitute for praetigarience
on changes irsoil structureafter the rain, in dryingput, and what
effect organic contenthad on my digging.

All through that first summer | dug trearth.l ploughed itwith
teamsof oxenor with apairof horses And how quickly did Ilearn to
seta plough. Abadly setplough is hard hard labourasonefights to
keep iton line - setit correctly, and only experienceill teach one this
story- and the ploughmancancontrol it with two fingers.

In thosefar off days there were no tractors, Japanese vans, so |
walkedto the lands andihad to walka different way throughhe field
eachday. This alone wasan educationon how weedsgrow, how
droughtor too much rainaffectedthe crops,where pest®r diseases
were developing. Onecan never learn these lessons from the
upholsteredeat ofa smalltruck!

This homily on education isetdown to drive home th&remendous
importance ofobservation angbersonal applicatioi efficient farm
management. Thecientistscan breed newcultivarsof all cropsand
selectmoreefficient livestock, but in the final assessmergverything
depend®n the personalpplicationof the individual farmer. Superior
production dependsn experienced and efficief@armers using the
scientific advice that is available in this modage.

IDAS VALLEY AS A FRUIT FARM

Little is knownof the farmingsystemspractised onidasValley before
theend ofthe century,except that thé&argeareaof flat alluvial soil on
the west bank of the branch of the Kromme River was certainly under
vines before 1817 when the wine cellar was built. Phylloxera obviously
ended this era, but it seems probable that vines were again planted on
the same land. Whehe Mallesons purchased ldas Valley, Rodbard's
early task was to root out all wine grapes as Beatrice Malleson was a
staunch member of the White Ribbon Temperance Organisation.
Whenl joined theldasValley staffin 1928the heavyclay soilson
both banksof the Kromme Riverbranch were under pear trees.
Varieties planted were mainly Beurre Bp&Villiams Bon Chretien
(Bartlett whencanned),Keiffer, Glout Morceau and some younger
orchardsof Doyennedu Comice, Josephinaele Malinesand Winter
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Neliswerein production. These wepdantedata6 m X 6 m interval
which allowed- say 280per hectare in round figures. There would
have been approximate$O hectares gbears.

Unfortunately very little study of the desirabilitgr necessity, of
cross pollinatiorhad been made. Most of tipear varieties listedere
planted invarietyblocks in the older orchardand everin theyounger
blocks where Keiffeand Bon Chretienwereinterplanted, these two
varieties did not blossomsimultaneously Both Bon Chretien and
Beurre Bos were reasonablyself-fruitful and cropsweregenerally
fairly good.The mainBeurreBosc orchard was solid block of about
five hectares androppedregularly.As an indication of the cropa
devastatingeastwind in 1929 removed four thousand bushels of
immature Bos pears in one night!

After thealluvial soilson the bank®f the KrommeRiver had been
planted, Mallesorestablishedargeorchardsof apricots,peachesnd
nectarines foexport, andor drying, on theslopesThe exporvarieties
of peaches plantethcluded Duke of York, Peregrine and thgellow
flesh Elberta The apricot varieties wer&oyal and Cape.A small
block of Peregrineand Elberta peachesn the land next to the old
HelshoogteRoad was under irrigationfrom the "run-off" from the
Rustenberghannel.These were magnificent trees and produéreit
of good size andutstanding quality.

Varieties growrfor drying were Muir peacheand California Prune
D'Agen.Unfortunatéy the hillsidesoils onldas Valley werehin and
therewas nowateravailablefor irrigation in those daysConsequently
the treeswere stuntechnd thecropslight. Several thousandimond
trees had beeestablished irthis sectionand, thoughgrowth was
reasonablygoodasthe treeswvere droughtresistant, crops were very
light, and thecompetitionbetweersquirrelsand the pickersvas won,
hands down, by thequirrels as thewere preparedo feedon green
almonds.

Fruit farmersand packersf the 1980'swould considerthe picking
and packing methods ihe late 1920's atdas Valleyasnothingshort
of hilarious. Peaches were pickatla stagelose to "table ripeness”,
nested inwoodwoolin the orchard irsingle layer boxesand carried
gently to the packshedin rubber tyred horsedrawn wagons.The
packshed itseH the old 1817 vine cellar- wasascene ohigh activity
with woodwool "teasers",box "liners', and "bolletjie" makers
chatterincghappily. Theywerethewives anddaughtersof the Coloured
folk who workedon the farm, plus seasonal "girls" frorthe nearby
Idas Valley village. On arrival at the packshedthe peacheswere
delivered to the graders wisortedthe fruit byeye,onquality, in three
grades- "Export" wherethe fruit would be free of
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packshedvorkers at FTub marks, cuts, bruises and not too ripe or too green; for local markets

IdasValley | 920's
- Courtesyof
Mrs RhodaMalleson.

where slight rub marks were permitted; and the "brokers" grade, which
included all fruit the ubiquitous fruit hawkers would buy for a shilling
or two a bushel! At the same time the fruit was graded for size using
cardboard grading plates which indicated the "count” or the number of
peaches which would be packed in the wooebgrort tray. The largest
peaches would be packed 15 to a tray, then 18, 21 and 24 as laid down
by the old Deciduous Fruit Exchange. The graded boxes of peaches
were then passed to the wrappers who carefully wrapped each peach
in a branded sheet of tisspaper.
Finally these trays of wrapped fruits were passed to Beatrice Malleson,
who managed the whole operation with great efficiency, for packing
in the correct size of woodwotihed boxes. Mrs. Malleson was a
lovable character with a strong strain of "sergeant majaneér make
up! She demanded a very high standard from the "girls" and from us
"assistants". Woe betide anyone guilty of slacking. The result of this,
however, was that the "lda" brand peachasnd plums and apricots
and pears enjoyed a reputation seabio none on the Covent Garden
market in London.

In thosedaysall fruit, even plumsand pears,were handledin the
same gentle wayin the early 1930's the depressioyears- the Gold
Standard Exchangecrisis reduced the nett return from an
English£1 to 12s6d South African currency. Mrs. Malleson was
persuadedto introduce a grading machine for plums apears and
the useof multiple layerboxesfor both.Shenever reallyacceptedhe
machine and soon decided the packshed was no place for a
perfectionistand spenther summers in her lovely garden.

War in 1939 saw the endf IdasValley asa fruit farm asexports
were virtually impossible. This was a sad day as Rodbard and Beatrice
Malleson had played a noble part in the early years of theéndustry
which is now a huge factor in foreign exchange. Charles Malleson, who
had taken over the farm, was more of a cattle farmer
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and in the late 1930's hadleveloped a very fine herd of pedigree
Ayrshire cattle. Manyf the orchards were rooted out to make room
for pastures andodder lands.

Rodbard Malleson, although an "old timer", was always ready to
offer his orchards for scientfic exercises and | believe he has never been
given acknowledgement for the part Idas Valley played in the
development of oil sprays for delayed foliation. One of first
assignmentsn arrival onthefarm in 1928was tohelpthat wonderful
character Dr. C. W. Mally, American entomologist, with some oil
spraying experiments for the control of red scale in pears. Previously
the only control measure was spraying tte=s$ with lime sulphura
filthy and smelly operation which made the operator unpopular with
his friends, and which was not highly effective as a control measure
either!

Dr. Mally felt thatan oil emulsion would benoreeffective byway
of smothering the cale insects. So he started experimenting on
emulsifiers whickcould"mix" variousoils with waterand hold them in
emulsion longenough toget branches of scalefected pear trees
covered witha thinfilm of oil. We sprayedsmalldormant brancheis
late winter with emulsions ofinseed oil andlater with whale or seal
oil. Dr. Mally had reservations on mineral oils.

The experiment was designed to controireect pest, but thesult
of that small exploratory stepvas a giant stepfor fruit farming. |
wonder how many million®f randsit has meanto the fruit farmer,
and of course to the pocket of the agricultural spray manufacturers.

Export fruit packing.
Old Rustenberg Pack
Shed, 1906/7.
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Fruit packingldas
Valley 1928

- Courtesyof

Mrs RhodaMalleson.

To return to theexperiment,when Dr. Mally and | went back to
the random spraye@iranches irearly spring, wdound that thescale
insects were dead but, immeasurably more importantptaeches
whichhad beersprayedwerein full blossom, whileéherestof the tree
and surrounding trees were struggling and uneven in blossom and leaf.
The picturewasunbelievable, but moreasto come.Amazed as we
were with the quality of the blossom arda we were later
dumbfounded by the quantity and quality of the fruit. An ento-
mologist had found a priceless answer to a physiologipabblem!

Many varieties of pears, particularly, had beensubjectto a
condition known aslelayed foliation, wherkeafingand buddingwas
irregular and crops were uneven in quantity, size auelity. Dr.
Mally sprayed rows androws of Bon Chretien and Doyenne du
Comice pears the next year at Idas Valley, still using linseed oil and
seal oil, andorovided the timingf the spray was right, the results were
astonishingly good- almost miraculous. The answer t®layed
foliation in fruit trees hadbeen found.

Over the years Dr. Mally's successors in entomology left the
research to the plant physiologists. Much work hatedoneon the
timing of the oil sprays- application must not be too early nor too
late. Today ten®f thousand®f litres of emulsified oilsare sprayed on
almost every variety of plums, apples and pears in late winter, and
crops worth millions oRandsare harvested each yeathanks tcan
old-timer from the USA- Dr. Mally - and the ceoperation of fruit
farmers like Rodbardvialleson.

On the death oRodbardand BeatriceMalleson and the division
of the Estate among the heirs, Charles Mallesook his Ayrshire
cattle to the Transvaaland the farmwas subdivided.
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The main part of the farm, excluding the homestead, old wine cellar
and stables and a few hectaredasfd, were put up for auction and
bought by the Stellenbosch Mueipality with two practical objectives.
Firstly to increase their considerable stake in forestry in the district, and
secondly, for the immense possibilities for water storage in the valleys
near the Helshoogte Road. Two dams have been built, fed byngipeli
in winter from the Eerste River in Jonkershoek and these will guarantee
Stellenbosch's water require- ments for many years.

In addition, many thousands of Pinus Radiata trees now flourish on
the Idas Valley hills, on soil unsuitable for crops but ideaforests

Ouma Rachel who died
at Rustenberg aheage
of 80. She was a
wonderful person and
workeduntil well into the
70's. Hergrandfather
could well have beena
slave!
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Much of the land adjacentto the village of Idas Valley was
converted tasportsfields, schools andpicnic areas for the Coloured
people.

Mary Malleson, who had married Jack Dendy, managfeldas
Valley from 1925jnherited theold homestead, wineellarandstables,
andthe landsurrounding the "wetf Here Jack Dendy developeah
extensiveflower farm, andlaterowned aflorist shopin Cape Town.
He was arexpert orlilies and producedsome gloriousybrids.Sadly
annodomini took its tollandJack Dendy had tgive up the property.
PeterBarlow was ableo acquire thesection ofland knownas Undosa
on the Rustenberg Road. This is now being developsdafruit
section, sddas Valley stillcarries orchards.

GLENBAWN DOWN THE YEARS

There are no records of early farming practice on Nazareth/Sailors
Home/Glenbawn before Thomas Smartt moved into the Valley. In
conformity with the general farming systems of that time, Smartt no
doubt bought a wine farm, thoughs his entry was in the post-
phylloxera time, it is likely that the low lying clay soils on the river
banks carried fruit trees, planted by Bennet. With the example of
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Malleson, Merriman and Barry follow, he probably expanded the
fruit plantings for thegrowing export market.

Thomas Smartt came to South Africa as a medical doctor, and
although he hadjiven up practice for politicand large scale farming
in the Karoo before he came to Stellenbosch, wiightheria hit the
Valley afterworld War I, "Dr." Smarttas he was fondly known by the
Coloured folk of the farmssaved the lives of many, many children
stricken by thidisease. Whendrrived at Idas Valley wasregaled
with gruesomestoriesof the Doctor "suckingout the poisonfrom the
throats of stricken children! This must have takmurage of the
highest calibreSome ofthesechildren maystill be alive today. Sir
Thomas died in 1928nd was buriedon a koppie in the middle of his
beloved"Glen of the Fairies".

When larrived in the Valley in 1928 Lady Smartt owned Glenbawn
- a lovely gentle person with the most glorious Irish lilt in her voice.
Gerald Wright was the manager and in those days Glenbawn exported
more table grapes than the rest of the Valley together.r Grhies
packed at Glenbawn included peaches, plums padrs. On Lady
Smartt's death Glenbawn passed to daughter Lorna Rhodes (Dodie)
Smartt who was married to Hal Arton, an immigrant from England,
who had been employed by the Diceys of Cape Orchard Qoripa
the Hex River, where he learnt his deciduous fruit farming. Arton had
seen the value of large scale irrigation Hex River and soon
introducedthe artof dam building to the Simonsberg Valley.

Before World War |l Caterpillar Tractors were raredgen in the
fruit farms, and danbuilding wasa painful exercise usingulesand
hand operated scoops. However, a $emall dams had been builtthe
late 1930's, mainly by the horse or mule drawn scoopslater "roll-
over" scoops were operated by budgearthmoving contractors using
tiny Caterpillar 22 crawler tractors. These spent much of their time
stuck in the mud in the puddlecore trenches.

However, Hal Arton called in a rising young earth moving
entrepreneur lan McNicol, wharrived with an arrayf Caterpillar
diesel tractors and hydraulic scoops, and in a few short weeks
Glenbawn led the Valley in water conservation. The Valley farmers
came to watch the roaring machines picking up #visof clay and,
scudding along the rising wall, depositinguaiform layer to be
consolidatedby the next trip riding over it. Artorbuilt two dams, each
with a capacity of abouten million gallons, andhe fruit farming at
Glenbawn took on a completely new dimension. OIld drylarchards
now under optimum irrigation produce heavy crops of good quality
fruit.
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Hal Arton pioneered berry farming in the Valley and at one time had
five hectares of youngberries and boysenberries under irrigation and
produced many tonsf fruit for the canneries. Unfortately too many
farmers in other areas climbedn the berry bandwagonand the
marketwasflooded. Theberrieswereremovedand newvarieties of
plums were plantedvith great success.

Eventually Glenbawn was inheritedby Brian Arton, son of Hal
andDodie,and heprovedto beasefficient afruit farmerashisfather.

His particular forte was engineeringagricultural andmechanical. He
became deeply interested in helicopters dadned one of the first
helicopter services in the Western Cape. Eventuadigecided to sell

the farm and concentrate his energies on his helicopters. Fortunately
Peter Barlow wasable toacquire Glenbawn in 1968nd continued its
development as a modern and highly productive feuin.

A further dam was built with a capacity of 40 million gallons, and
every orchard is now under high pressure irrigation. Today's economic
climate demands maximum productivity from every hectare of land.
Traditional planting rates of approximately 280m treesper hectare
called forlargetrees, which in turrwerecostly to prune, and to thin
and harvest the fruit. Labourers seemed to spend most of the year on
long ladders. As one humorist put it: "My labour spends four months
pruning my trees, four monthkinning, and four months picking the
fruit. The whole year on a ladder and as they hold on to the ladder with
one hand and to their pipes with the other, | need a lot of labour!"

Glenbawn is rapidly being converted trellised orchards and the
new orchads will carry from 710 to 2 120 trees per hectare,
dependingon thetypeof trellis used.The old well knowncultivarsof
plums, Santa Rosa, Eldorado, Gaviota, Kelsey, Golden King, are
being replaced by superior cultivars bred by the Fruit Research
Station- Harry Pickstone, Songold, Redgold, and otlstils known
only by numbers! These cultivars are bred to produce enormous
cropsof uniform sized fruitof outstanding market appeal. Gdurse
agricultural practice must be modernisedtoo, and most of these
high producing orchards will be irrigatedhy automatic micrget
sprays. WhenPeter Barlow took over Glenbawn the fruit was
packedin the farm packshed. Brian Arton had automated most of the
packing technique anthesortingand sizingdf the plumswasdoneon
a greatmachinewhich turnedout hundredf boxesa day.

There was room for individual pride in one's own pack, but
unfortunately economic conditions after World War Il had elimi-nated
the use of individual brands of Cape fruit for the export rmiark
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so branddike Ida, SchoongezichtRustenbergand Glenbawn were
swallowed up in the Deciduous Fruit Board's universal "Cape Fruit"
brand. Certainlyt was easier for the Covent Garden market to handle

a few thousand boxes of one brand than have this number spread over
a multitude of different brands. Time was the essential factor and time
was labour and money.

Sothe timewasripe for thefruit farmea's of the Stellenbosch region
to get together and consider the formation of aoBerative packing
organisation. The idea was enthusiastically accepted and the Stel-
lenbosch Fruit Packers @operative Company was formed. Land was
purchased on the bankstbe Plankenbrug River near DwiT Station
and a modest factory building was erected. In 1967 the packshed was
open for business. All Glenbawrfsuit is now transported théve
kilometres tahe packshed in hatbn binsdirectfrom the orchards to
the holding cold stores.

Peter Barlow played a leading part in the launching of the Co-
operative as, at that time, Glenbawn was probably the biggest producer
of export plums in the region. As Malleson, half a century earlier, was
happy toco-operate with théruit Researchers, so today is Glenbawn
(Sailors' Home/Nazareth/ldas Valley) ready to offer orchardsldato
the sum of the knowledge of thelum industry on such subjects as
testing new cultivars, sophisticated irrigation methquianting rates
and strange new ideas ortrellising.
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Rustenberg

Rustenbergvasobviously a winefarm from the latel8th centuryas
the wine cellaron what is now Schoongezicht, was completed in 1800
though Elsworth the architect responsible for therenovations at
Rustenberg and Schoongezicht, believes that the fermesgictgpn of
the cellar could date back to 17/Gter the division of Rustenbeand
Schoongezichin 1810, Rustenberguilt a newwine cellar next to the
old homesteadlhe winecellar gable bears the date 18R2mains of
some fermenting vats in the wine celland the brick pedestals for the
oak maturation vats, were in evidence wherhe building was
convertedto a library and guestwing in 1942.

When the Bays took overfrom Maria Welch inSeptember 1894,
just seven years after P. W. Haupt had gone insolvent, probably due to
phylloxera, John X. Merriman had started his rejuvenation of
Schoongezicht. With this object lesson to guide them, the Barrys
removed the vineyards from the diseased areas and réstacdh the
"clean" hillsides. They converted the alluvial lands on the banks of the
streams to orchards, and by the time | arrived on the scene, on my
appointment as farm manager in 1931, many of these orchemds
recorded aghirty-five yearsold. This would agreewith the timeof
entry of the Barry family.

Somefine vineyards wer@stablished on the red mountain residual
soil. Howeverwhen Lord Percy d¥illiers bought thearmfrom the
Barry sons in 1912, Lady de Villiers insisted that the vineyams b
eliminatedasshewasstronglyopposeduo liquor in any form.The last
vineyard of Hermitagepossibly 5 morgen in extent, was rooted out
the late 1920's, much to the sorrow of the "volkies" and their
clandestinewine making operations.

When Lord deVilliers bought Rustenberg, the farm carried an
enormous number of fruit trees. On the basis of the areas of land which
showed vestiges of root stocks, the farm could have carried 40 000
trees- peaches, pears, plums, apricots, almonds, apples, citsignily
prunes. In these early days, without guidance from a Fruit Research
Institute, many varieties were unsuitable for the district, and were
possibly on unsuitable root stocks too. An added

58



problemwasthe useof someof the thin, shallowsoilson theslopesfor
cultivarswhich required deefertile soils.

In dry-land farmingin the WesternCapewith itssummerheatand
drought, thalepth ofsoil is of vital importanceThe root zonés only
the area o$oil abovethe clay subsoil,and for all practical purposes,
this zone mustontain enougmoisture at theend of winterto carry
thefruit treesor vinesright throughthe hotsummer- unlessof course
irrigation is availableMany oftheorchards plantedy the Barrysvere
on inadequateoot zones and consequently were sdisaarded.

Lord deVilliers was forcedto eliminateprobably20 000 tree®f
unsuitablecultivars on shallowsoils, but by 1930,the farm carried
approximately20 000 treesof good qualityon the alluvialsoils near
the stream.

These late maturing cultivars were under irrigation from the streams
- a rather laborious process in which small dams were constructed
round eah tree trunk to cover the spread of the branches. These dams
were filled by leadingwater from furrows. The process sounds
primitive as the bow andarrow, but it was efficient in that an
application equivalent to four inches of rain could be applied to each
tree, and two such irrigations could be applied in a summer.

Power wagienuinehorse powebr mule powerAll the cultivation
had to bedone bypairs ofmules pullingsmall ploughsand harrows,
andeventhefruit treeshad to bepruned taallow the ploughgo getas
close to the stemsf the treesas possible, inorderto reduce the
laborious hand diggingf the"bankies".But theColouredvolkieswere
wonderfulspademen andwe gotthe work done.

There was ndoreakin the year's workln spring werushed taget
the ploughingandbankiesdone,andthis wasfollowed by the women
thinning thefruit to ensuregood "export'size indue coursevhen the
differentvarietiesripened.The strongest horsesnd muleshad topull
thespray tanksSprayingseemedto goon andon- asmany aseven
spraysin a season fosomeof the pearand applevarieties for the
controlof codlingmoth.

The "Fruit Season" was gredun and there was tremendous
competition amonghe volkiesin the orchard andn the packshed.
Much excitement developed amonggraders andpackers each
afternoon- werethey to breakhe record fora day's pack of Santa
Rosa plums or whateveultivar we were workingAt first all grading
was done by handnd wrapping and packing was done by highly
efficient Coloured women whose fingers worked with lightrepged.
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The Rustenberg fruit was packed under the Swastika trademark,
taken from the emblem of the Union Pageant in 1910. Lady de Villiers
participated in Cape Town as a debutante from Natal, and it was there
that she met Percy de Villier@After their marriage they bought
Rustenberg and moved out to the farm.

"Swastika" had become a famous trademark on Covent Garden
when a notorious character named Adolf Hitler decided to use a similar
emblem for the Nazi flag in the early 1930's. So Rustagiwas forced
to change its label! The new brand incorporatedxbe/illiers family
crest, the Pascal Lamb, and made an attractive label. Rustenberg's fruit
under this label won several Gold Medals at the Impé&miait Show
in London, where boxes weselected atandom from the market floor
out of commercial consignment&t one show Rustenberg nearly
swept the board by winning seven gold medadribute to Christina,
Minnie and Johannahegirls with the flying fingers.

Percy de Villiers died in 933 and South Africa lost one of the
loveliest characters of his time. He was a great sportsman and had
played senior cricket in his youth. Tennis was his great love and the
tennis parties on Sundays at Rustenberg were enjoyed by a wide circle
of friends,and by his children.

Hewasa keerfarmerand spenalot of the fruit seasomradingand
packing fruit in theshed. Onthe farm he wore khaki slacksd shirt
and an ancient hat that was highly unpopular in the house! He had a
lovely sense of humour tool well remember &alvation Armyfund
collectorarriving in the packshed one day during thepression and,
taking Lord de Villiers tobe the foreman, asked him whethemnrees
well paid forthisjob! Lord deVilliers put onawoeful expression and
admitted he was very badlyaid indeed!

During the period between the two World Warshe years of the
greatdepression fruit had takera bad knock andn the early B30's
many fruit growers had been bankrupted by the low prices. At
Rustenberg we hadwitched some obur energies to vegetables but
some of the prices we received should make interesting reading in
comparison with the 980's. Wesold wagon loadsf tomatoesn the
Cape TownMarket- First Grade NationalMark - at oneshilling a
ten poundox; cauliflowers and cabbages at undéer (RI) ahundred

By 1939, when World War Il broke guRustenberg was on the
market, though it broke Lady de Villiers' heart to have to sell. Actually
with Statesubsidies on fruitanningand drying, in thearly partof the
war, thefruit growerssituationimproved somewhat,but
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The gentleJerseycowsleavethe milking byre for night pastures Miss Alice Mertens.

"Greatnew barnsarise in placeof theold," Cowbyreat Schoongezicht.

























































































































































































































































































































































