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NOVEMBER 2025 TALK AND OUTING

We are hugely grateful to Ivan Flint for organising our end-of-year talk and outing - both dealing with
the grand house Hawthornden, home of the Labia family.

Ivan’s Talk laid out the history of the house and his connection with it. lvan, then a youngster in his
thirties, was tasked with turning the coach house into a bachelor pad for Count Natale (“Luccio”) Labia.
But romance change these plans drastically when the Count found love and married Sylvia, who then
became the Countess. All thoughts of a bachelor pad were discarded and attention turned to the main
house, by then in quite a neglected state. Ivan described how, over the years, he transformed the
building into a structure which reflected its original glory.

View of Hawthornden with the Conservatory on the left.

The Outing took place in glorious weather. After dividing the Vernacs into two groups, lvan took them
round describing in each room the work that was done and pointing out important features and pieces
of furniture, including elements commissioned from Desirée Picton-Seymour. Jeremy Lawrence
supplied anecdotes about the family. At noon the Countess appeared, and wine and snacks were
served while she chatted to the group. Afterwards we settled down to our picnic complete with



sparkling wine and mince pies. Strangely, although we had the run of the huge garden, we all snuggled
together in a tiny shady area and had a really fun time. All photographs © John Kramer.

Left: Jeremy Lawrence and lvan Flint at the main gates. Centre: A view of the house. Right: Countess Sylvia with Ivan (and
Jackie).

Left: Vernacs gathering in front of the house. Right: The picnic.

According to Wikipedia, Hawthornden House is a double-storeyed house on Herschel Walk in the
suburb of Wynberg in Cape Town, South Africa. The original house likely dates from 1683, but was
substantially rebuilt in the French Victorian style in 1881 by a Capt. John Spence.

It was bought by the Randlord Sir J.B. Robinson in 1891 and was where he lived until his death in 1927.
He furnished the house with valuable art works and furniture. Count Natale Labia, grandson of J.B.
Robinson, donated Hawthornden to what is now the Government of the Western Cape in 1978, but
continued to live there until his death in 2016. The Countess is the present occupant.

The site was declared a National Monument in 1983 and became a Provincial Heritage Site in 2000
when the legislation changed. In 2014 the protected area was extended to include the entire
remaining gardens. Hawthornden is one of the major surviving examples of high-style Victorian
domestic architecture in Cape Town. It is a private dwelling and is not open to the public.



Left: The billiard room. Right: The sitting room. (Facebook)

VASSA WORKSHOP — PAMPOENKRAAL

The third in our series of hands-on Workshops took place over the first weekend of November 2025
at Pampoenkraal (now Durbanville). The focus this time was the fabric of old buildings and its repair,
from roof to floor. As before, the participants ranged widely in age and profession and everyone



participated with enthusiasm. Our sincere and grateful thanks to the organisers (Elize and Nigel),
presenters, and hosts at Rust-en-Vrede. We met old friends, networked, learned a lot and witnessed
some robust debates. The Proceedings will be published in due course. Photographs © AM.

Len Raymond (right) and his collection of woodworking tools (left).



NEW BOOK ON MATJIESHUISE

We are delighted to say that Calvin will be giving a talk to us in March and you will be able to see and
buy the book directly from him.

Interior of a matjieshuis
prepared for tourism purposes

e Py ; EAN :
Traditional matjieshuise at Steinkopf, ca. 1920s

Discover the Matjieshuis
Explore the fascinating world of the mat jieshuis - the iconic,
portable dwelling of the Nama Khockhoe people of Southern Africa -
in this beautifully illustrated publication. Scholarly written, yet easy to
read, it offers a rich and engaging introduction to this remarkable
architectural tradition.

Why you'll love it:
Richly illustrated and accessible
Showcases generations of indigenous knowledge and craftsmanship
Explores sustainable, organic design and cultural history

A must-have for scholars, heritage practitioners, and anyone
passionate about Southern African history and culture.

Price: R100 per copy
Delivery: Convenient courier service to your nearest Pep Store branch

anywhere in South Africa T
5 e s £ Specifications;
Alzo available in Afrikaans Size: Ad folded to AS, 60 pages
Order directly from the author: Printing & Cover:
Email: vanwi jkcalvin@gmail.com Full-color print on HI-Q Titan Matt 300gsm
white cover stock
Account: Capitec Bank - CS van Wijk Text (x15):
Branch: Cape Gate, Brackenfell Branch Code: 470010 Printed in black on both sides of Adagio
Account number: 1518524573 Pastel Tinted Bond 80gsm
A newly made matjieshuis, Richtersveld, 2020 Saddle-stitched and trimmed to final size
IR % A L b A Matt taminated cover for extra durability
ST . and a premium finish
About the author

Calvin S. van Wijk, an experienced researcher with family roots
in Little Namaqualand, combines personal experience, formal
ethnographic fieldwork, and extensive historical and
contemporary sources.

He studied History and Anthropology at the University of the
Western Cape and went on to complete postgraduate research at
Stellenbosch University and the University of Cape Town. His
career spans many years of experience in education, ministry,
heritage conservation, and museum management.




MOUILLE POINT LIGHTHOUSE (lighthousessouthafrica.com)

Many people confuse the Mouille Point Lighthouse with the Green Point Lighthouse, and assume that
the names are interchangeable. This is not the case, and these are two different lighthouses. Green
Point was the first lighthouse to be built in South Africa (in 1824), and Mouille Point was the second
(in 1842). To add to the confusion, there is another lighthouse located near Umkomaas in KwaZulu-
Natal which is also named Green Point; it was erected in 1905.

Following catastrophic losses from massive storms, the VOC (Dutch East India Company) in 1741
shifted their winter anchorage to Simon’s Town, and at the same time started building a breakwater
at Granger Bay. Rough seas persistently swept the structure away, and the project was eventually
abandoned in 1746. The French constructed a battery on the remnants of the breakwater in 1781 and
named it Mouille Point, after the French word for an anchorage.

Despite the operation of the Green Point lighthouse, many vessels continued to be wrecked at the
entrance to Table Bay harbour. The then Port Captain, M. Bance, recommended that an additional
light be placed at Mouille Point to provide extra guidance to the ships. A site was chosen adjacent to
the Mouille Point Battery, and a pyramidical lighthouse, designed by Lieutenant-Colonel Charles
Collier Michell, the Surveyor-General of the Cape, was constructed. It was commissioned on the 1st of
July 1842, and consisted of a single white light as opposed to the twin lights of the Green Point
Lighthouse.

But the light output was judged to be too weak, and easily

confused with other lights on the shore. It was decided to erect a

completely new structure, a cylindrical brick tower about 11

metres tall, with a gallery and an octagonal lantern imported
= from Paris. It was plastered and painted with red and white
bands, utilizing a dioptric lamp which consumed about 730
gallons of sheep-tail oil per annum. A hollow foundation in the
bedrock, about 4 metres deep, was provided for oil storage. It
was commissioned in January 1865.

The new lighthouse also proved to be ineffective, and so the
Lighthouse Commission of 1890 recommended that it be
switched off upon completion of the Granger Bay Breakwater,
which had its own navigational beacon. It was decommissioned
on the 15th of April 1906, and then partially demolished a few
years later.

Above: A postcard of the Mouille Point lighthouse.

Below: All that remains today.

Today, all that remains of the structure is the circular hollow stone
base topped off with a concrete slab, which was used as a
searchlight platform during World War Il. It is located on the
grounds of the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (Granger
Bay Campus), in a beautiful setting which is extremely well
maintained. It is currently used to store gardening equipment.
Although the structure is on private property, it is usually not difficult to gain access with a polite

request to the security personnel


http://lighthousessouthafrica.com/

PS Captain Robert Granger, a merchant, shipping agent and ship owner, lived near the Mouille Point
lighthouse and performed his heroic rescue of passengers and crew from the shipwrecked schooner
Miner in February 1857. He was presented with a lamp modelled on the style of the Green Point
lighthouse as his reward. It ended up in the collection of the City of Cape Town.

LABORIE, PAARL

Thus far we have experienced a catastrophic season of
veld fires - many still ongoing at the time of writing.
Amongst them all, news arrived of the destruction of yet
another gabled historic house - this time Laborie. It
appears that the house which was occupied by a
restaurant, and some of the guest quarters were
destroyed. Apart from fighting the fire, it was all hands
on deck to move the wedding ceremony which was due
to take place there to another venue. That bridal couple
will have stories to tell in years to come!

RESCUE RESTORATION AT BLAAUWKLIPPEN

These notes and images (© Graham Jacobs) are taken (with thanks!) from Graham Jacobs’ Facebook
pages posted during December 2025: https://www.facebook.com/graham.jacobs.92/. He wrote: “I
have received various requests for an update on the Blaauwklippen rescue restoration project after


https://www.facebook.com/graham.jacobs.92/

the terrible fire in April 2024 that gutted the Manor House and Jonkershuis”. He worked on the project
with TV3 Architects and JDV Construction from Paarl.

For the technically minded geeks, I've included a shot of the archaeological grid that we laid out to
locate recovered period ironmongery which has been suitably tagged and bagged. These will be
reinstated in the same areas from where they were recovered. Large templates had to be cut for
reconstructing the gables that fell. Only lime sand mortars are used for the wall reconstructions (of
course): all mixed in a tiltable pan mixer.

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
SCALE 1:100 |
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Some yellowwood beams were recovered from another (1970's) building on the farm, now
demolished. They came from somewhere else and so | grabbed the opportunity to re-use them once
again. There will purposefully be differentiation between those ceiling rafters and the poplar ceiling
rafters we are using for the rest of the ceilings in the Manor House. The new rafters have chamfered
profiles as opposed to the ovolo profiles of the authentic 18th C yellowwood beams being re-used.

The upper wall immediately below wall plate level had to be reconstructed and reinforced with a
concrete ring beam to take the weight off the new thatch roof. (Highveld Thatchers & Henry Fagan is
our structural engineer). The concrete beam is encased in lime mortar to cushion any differential
movement between the more rigid concrete and the more flexible brick walls which are laid in
traditional lime and clay mortars.

The reconstructed east main gable of the Blaauwklippen Manor House was 'restored' in the late
1950's/early 1960's. The gable had previously been clipped to accommodate a corrugated iron roof.
The newly reconstructed gable includes the date of current reconstruction, i.e. 2025. The date that



previously appeared on the centre of the gable, i.e. 1789, has also been reinstated but to one side.
The initials of the owner who built the Manor House, Dirk Wouter Hoffman, are on the other. JDV
Construction has done a great job with the new moulded plasterwork.

The 20th C period kitchen extension on the right, also gutted in the fire, has been demolished and
replaced with the glazed conservatory to the right, intentionally set back to allow the Manor House to
regain what would have been its historically more appropriate former visual prominence.

The Manor House still containing a substantial amount of old fabric, is separated from the newly
constructed replacement hotel extension. The hotel extension intentionally has stylistic similarities
with the old out of respect for the historical integrity of the Manor House, but with contemporary
detailing. Its external walls are also darker and joinery clear coated as opposed to being traditionally
painted as per the Manor House's external joinery.

The ‘jonkershuis’ (Shaun Jacobs, Daily Investor 3 July 2025).

The 'Jonkershuis' was actually never a genuine jonkershuis (unmarried sons’ dwelling), but rather a
long building comprising three separate buildings constructed at different periods. The earliest was
on the far eastern side dating back at least to the early 18th C. A barn followed to its west. The space
between was then filled with the central gabled portion bearing the date 1780. It was also very sadly
completely gutted. Fortunately, the central gable did not collapse in the fire because it is supported
by a cross wall immediately behind.

Landscaping is still in progress and will obviously need time to mature. The intention is to re-plant oaks
in front of the homestead's west facade as historical research has shown to have previously been the
case.



And more ...

‘Porcelain pieces put together after centuries at Blaauwklippen, piece by piece’ (wine.co.za 4 August
2025).

“While walking through the Blaauwklippen werf or strolling the grounds surrounding the Manor House
and Jonkershuis, one might chance upon something remarkable: small, white fragments hidden
among the earth. At first glance, they appear as ordinary tile shards, but once turned over, the delicate
beauty of centuries-old Delft patterns is revealed. These fragments, scattered across the estate, are
more than just broken ceramics — they are time-traveling traces of Blaauwklippen’s layered colonial
past. In 2025, Blaauwklippen entrusted these pieces to Graham Jacobs, a respected South African
heritage specialist, who facilitated their dating and classification in collaboration with Dr Antonia
Malan and Dr Lita Webley.”

Stellenbosch Tatler, 24 August 2025

THE PLUMED CARGO OF THE RMS TITANIC

The late Rose Willis, who used to write the much admired and anticipated Rose’s Roundup, drew our
attention to the cargo of ostrich feathers on the Titanic, the ‘unsinkable’ ship which sank in 1912. The
following information was gathered by Al from many digital sources. Most of Rose s Roundups can be
found here: https://www.ancestors.co.za/roses-round-up/.

When the RMS Titanic departed from Southampton on its maiden voyage, its cavernous cargo holds
were filled with much more than just the luggage of its wealthy passengers. Among the eclectic
inventory of high-value freight was a surprisingly large and incredibly valuable shipment of ostrich
feathers. At the height of the Edwardian era, ostrich plumes were at the absolute pinnacle of
international fashion, serving as the essential ornamentation for the elaborate, wide-brimmed hats
favored by the social elite in New York and Paris. Because of this insatiable demand, feathers were not
merely decorative trifles but were a major global commodity. In 1912, ostrich feathers were famously
ranked as the second most valuable cargo by weight in the world, surpassed only by diamonds.

The cargo manifest and subsequent insurance claims reveal that there were at least twelve cases of
high-grade ostrich feathers destined for the millinery shops of New York City. Some historical accounts
suggest the total number may have been as high as forty. These plumes were sourced primarily from
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South Africa, which held a virtual monopoly on the industry at the time, and they were often shipped
to London for auction before being sent across the Atlantic. The shipment lost on the Titanic was of
the highest quality, insured for a sum that would be worth more than two million dollars in today’s
currency.

The presence of such a delicate and organic cargo highlights the sophisticated trade networks of the
early twentieth century. While the Titanic is often remembered for the gold, silver, and jewelry stored
in its safes, or the iconic 1912 Renault Type CB Coupe in its hold, the crates of raw and processed
feathers represented a significant portion of the ship's commercial value. These plumes were intended
for the hands of master hatmakers who would have transformed them into the towering, feathered
masterpieces seen at the Easter parades and high-society galas of Manhattan. Instead, they remain
deep in the North Atlantic, a forgotten fragment of a vanished fashion era. For an artist or historian
interested in the material culture of that time, the story of the Titanic’s feathers serves as a poignant
reminder of the luxury and industry that characterized the world just before the Great War changed
global trade forever.

Left: Plumed glory. Right: Ostrich plucking in the Ladismith District (from a family album, John Kramer Collection).

THE MORAVIAN CHURCH AND LAND TENURE

Since we published VASSA Journal 39 in June 2024, about the reconstruction of Wupperthal after a
fire, we have been asked what the situation is with the mission land tenure issues. With the help of
Al, we prepared this summary.

Broader context

The Moravian Church in South Africa officially claims ownership of the land at its historical mission
stations, viewing itself as the legal title holder. The Church has asserted its property rights in court
and, in some cases, requires residents to be church members to lease land and pay fees for municipal
services. Descendants of the original indigenous and freed-slave communities who settled on the
mission lands argue that the church acted as a historical custodian and that the land should rightfully
belong to the people, or be managed communally by the community. They seek secure individual or
communal title deeds and are challenging the Church's "autocratic style of ruling" and management
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of funds in court, with the hope of setting a precedent for land reform across other mission stations
in South Africa.

The conflict highlights the tension between private property rights of religious institutions and the
South African government's push for land reform and spatial justice to address historical injustices.
Academic research and activist groups advocate for an "emancipatory approach" for churches to
address urban and rural land injustice and embrace a praxis of spatial justice.

Core Issues

The Moravian Church acquired land with colonial titles, while communities (Khoi and slave
descendants) assert ancestral and customary rights, creating a clash between legal and traditional
ownership. Legal battles are increasingly focused on whether laws should protect the descendants of
indigenous people and slaves or the institutional rights of religious organizations that were granted
the land in the colonial era.

Residents believe they own the land where they've lived for generations and want to own their
homes/plots, but the Church remains the legal title holder, controlling usage, sales, and development.
The church views itself as a "custodian" or shareholder for the community, while many residents
demand individual title deeds to secure their houses and inheritances. The absence of formal cadastral
boundaries and registered property rights creates uncertainty, hindering community development
and economic empowerment, despite efforts like community mapping to create awareness.

The Church collects levies for services (rates, water, electricity) but often fails to provide adequate
services or pay the municipality, leading to community anger and claims of mismanagement and
prioritizing profit over people's well-being. Residents in mission towns like Goedverwacht pay rates
and service levies to the Church rather than the local municipality. Allegations of maladministration
and failure to pay these funds over to municipalities have led to debt and service cut-offs.

Current Situation

Ongoing legal challenges, community activism, and research highlight the urgent need for a resolution
that recognizes the rights of the descendants and addresses historical wrongs, though finding a
harmonious solution remains complex. As of early 2026, several mission stations are involved in active
legal and social disputes regarding land control:

The Moravian Church has stated that it is currently reorganizing its property portfolio and faces
financial struggles, including running on an overdraft. Church leadership has historically expressed a
desire to expedite state-led land reform but cites delays by national departments in facilitating the
formal transfer of residential plots.

Elim

Residents have declared a formal dispute and initiated legal proceedings
to amend official land ownership. Locals argue that church ownership
prevents investment and job creation because they cannot monetize the
land they farm or harvest.
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Goedverwacht

This village lacks registered cadastral boundaries, leading to a "fuzzy"
spatial framework. Residents have protested being charged for services
(like water) they claim are not adequately provided, while the Church
remains the landlord collecting these fees.

Woupperthal

Research indicates a unique system of informal land tenure practiced
internally, which complicates integration into formal municipal zoning
schemes required by newer provincial laws like the Western Cape Land
Use Planning Act.

THE LOSIESHUIS IN MATJIESFONTEIN

Matjiesfontein, the village in the Karoo built and owned by James Douglas Logan, welcomed many
famous visitors as it was a key railway stopping point: Olive Schreiner, Rudyard Kipling, Randolph
Churchill and Cecil John Rhodes among them. However, a common misconception is that these
dignitaries stayed in the fabulous Hotel Lord Milner. But the hotel was only built in 1895 so in the
meantime the available accommodation was in the Logan’s Masonic Hotel (now called the Losieshuis).
This boarding house (losieshuis) was built in 1885, a year after the town was founded, and was not
grand at all. It was (and still is) a humble building constructed of corrugated iron with a number of
simple rooms. It has a veranda with ridge decorations. It is now part of the coffee shop and has a few
antiques scattered about to add interest. Photographs © John Kramer.

The Losieshuis in Matjiesfontein.
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The simple interior of the Losieshuis.

VASSA SLIDE COLLECTION AT THE CAPE ARCHIVES

T

L]

* The VASSA Collection encompasses photographs, slides, measured drawings, plans and other
; documents relating to old buildings, and also photos of furniture, fittings, implements and dress. It
- was donated in 1971 and so the images are of great historical interest and in many cases are of places
: long gone or altered. A catalogue has been uploaded onto the VASSA website. It provides a list of the
; place names, organised by district, and a brief indication of the subject matter of each image. Scans
= have been printed and put into albums, and can be consulted in the Reading Room of the Western
; Cape Archives & Records Service in Roeland Street, Cape Town. For more information on research and
E opening times contact 021 483 4000 or email archives.clientservices@westerncape.gov.za. We are
: very grateful to Erika le Roux and Frank Pople for making these resources available.

BUILDINGS BURN IN CAPE WINELANDS BLAZES

A report in Cape(Town)etc by Tauhira Ajam (17 January 2026) links to DFW Fire & Rescue Facebook
photographs of the devastating fire damage done to old buildings in the Paarl municipality recently.
The building at Roggeland, above, was gutted while two others were saved.
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ADAMSVALE, IN THE PATH OF THE R45 UPGRADE

You may have read our story about the settlement of Adamsvale near Paarl, published in 2023
(https://www.vassa.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ADAMSVALE-PAARL.pdf).  Alex Dodge
briefly revisited the place and found that the upgraded road from Paarl to Franschhoek is being built
and, as proposed, a raised roadbed intersects the hamlet. All the houses are still there but fences are
down and it looks rougher than when we were there. Christo Adams said he still gets continual offers
for his land for ‘retail’ and sadly, that is probably his only option. Photographs © Alex Dodge, 2025.

Left: Grandfather Moos Adams; house. Right: His grave marker in the now unkempt grassed enclosure is dwarfed by the
new road.

THE FORGOTTEN DUTCH INVENTION THAT CREATED THE MODERN WORLD
See Alex Bellos’ piece in The Guardian, 8 December 2025.

There are many contenders for ‘world’s greatest invention’. The wheel. The printing press. The steam
engine. According to a new book, however, that title should go to the mechanised sawmill invented
by Dutchman Cornelis Corneliszoon in 1593.

“Before mechanised sawing, constructing a modest merchant vessel required approximately ten
sawyers working for three months,” writes Jaime Davila in Forgotten. “With wind-powered sawmills,
the same quantity of processed timber could be produced in less than a week.” Thanks to their speedy
mechanical saw, which turned logs into planks with almost no human effort, the Dutch could build
ships faster than anyone else, which unleashed a century of Dutch maritime, economic and cultural
dominance in Europe and the world.
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Corneliszoon’s sawmill, argues Davila, was “mankind’s first true industrial machine.” A windmill turned
a wheel. One component transformed the rotary motion into up-and-down motion for the cutting
blade. Another component transformed the rotary motion into a sideway’s motion feeding the log to
the blade. A ratchet system moved the log forward one precise increment per cycle. “Each element
was modest on its own. Corneliszoon’s genius was to combine them so they acted in a perfectly
controlled sequence, cutting on every downward stroke and advancing on every return stroke. It was
an astonishingly intelligent use of basic components.”

See also https://www.core77.com/posts/53123/A-Brief-History-of-Wood-Splitting-Technology-Part-
3-The-Wind-Powered-Sawmill-That-Changed-Dutch-History.

DIE ACTION . VOR CHATTAM.
VND CHARNESSE, ¥ A !

Attach on the Medway, June 1667 (Willem van der Stoop (Wikipedia).

By 1650 the Netherlands had some 16,000 merchant ships that sailed all around the world, facilitating
their trade. The English weren't happy with this and a series of Anglo-Dutch wars took place; this
resulted in the Dutch delivering England's little-talked-about worst naval defeat in history in 1667.
Beefs continued, and in 1688 William Il of the Dutch Republic sailed to England with a large fleet,
toppled the King, and had himself crowned King of England to put a stop to it.
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The bottom line is that the Dutch successes of the 1600s were predicated on them having a large fleet.
Of course, other things were also necessary, skilled businessmen and politicians and military
commanders, et cetera, but it's not unrealistic to think that without Corneliszoon revolutionizing the
production method of timber, they'd not have made it as far as they did.

OLD STELLENBOSCH SAWMILL UP FOR REDEVELOPMENT

The redevelopment of the former Cape Sawmills (Cape Pine) site in Stellenbosch, involves a major
transformation of a 10.9-hectare industrial site into a modern mixed-use precinct. Located on the
northern edge of Adam Tas Road, this project is closely linked with the neighbouring Woodmill site
(PG Bison) and is a key component of the broader Adam Tas Corridor (ATC) redevelopment initiative.
The proposal was initiated in 2015 and since then the concept for Phases 2 and 3 has undergone some
modifications.

Portion 57 of Farm 183 Stellenbosch, is located on the Northern edge of Adam Tas Road just to the west of the intersection
with Devon Valley Road and approximately 2 km from the Dorp Street intersection. Phase 1, the Woodmill precinct, is at
the top and the Phases 2 and 3 portions are in a red polygon.

Left: Cape Saw Mills (Alice Mertens, Stellenbosch. Plate 95: NasionaleBoekhandel, 1966).
Right: Bruynzeel’s house, De Hoge Hoek, built 1962 (Photo Simon van der Stel Foundation, Heritage Portal 3 October
2021).
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According to the historical research carried out by Chris Snelling and Ron Martin, the factory is
associated with Cornelius “Kees” Bruynzeel who owned it in 1948 through to 1973. Bruynzeel, a noted
and award-winning international yachtsman was the son of Cornelis Bruynzeel, who founded a
Bruynzeel Timbers in the Netherlands in 1897. In setting up the then plywood and shingle concerns
and later the laminated timbers section of the plant, Bruynzeel was to introduce new timber
production layouts and lines, based on the Dutch model which were to inform many later timber
factories throughout South Africa. Bruynzeel went on to extend the concept of the modular kitchen.

(See  https://www.stellenboschheritage.co.za/wp-content/uploads/Heritage-Impact-Assessment-First-Draft-
1.pdf Stellenbosch.)

In 1962, Bruynzeel built a house in Stellenbosch, that was controversial considering the conservative
architecture of the time. The roof of the house is shaped like a hyperbolic paraboloid, and is
constructed using teak rafters and lined with yellowwood. It was designed by architect Aart Bijl
(Wikipedia).

MORE CLEVER DUTCH IDEAS

These waterproofing tricks for thatched roofs were spotted at the Netherlands Open Air Museum,
Arnhem. Photographs © AM.

=
=
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Left: Roof tiles leaning against the walls of a clay-walled house act as splash-back protection.
Right: Roof tiles fitted snugly around the chimney stack resolve the tendency to leak at junctions between thatch and
masonry.

Compiled by Pat Kramer & edited by Antonia Malan - publications@vassa.org.za.
The Vernacular Architecture Society is not responsible for errors or opinions in this Newsletter.
Please do not reproduce the images without permission.
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